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Adult B’nei Mitzvah class – March 4
Jack Weiss - March 18
Samantha Bruckner - March 25
Gillian DuBroff - April 1
Eli Behar - April 22
Molly Darrow & Casey Gold – April 29

Book and a Bagel May 7

...Personally, I benefit from remaining a part
this vibrant and welcoming community,
working with a talented professional team
and deeply committed lay leaders. But my
greatest joy is continuing to be a part of your
lives, walking this path with you during your
moments of sorrow, joy, and personal
exploration..
full article on page 3

President’s Message
I Love the Retreat
...I love the retreat. Perhaps it fills the void in
my Jewish experience because I did not go to
camp. When I first attended the retreat I
couldn’t identify why it was so special, but it
finally came to me. It allowed me to celebrate
Shabbat in a way that I couldn’t do at
home...
full article on page 2

THINGS TO DO:
more info on back cover and throughout issue

LLL Mikveh Program
Sisterhood Miriam Seder
BHSS Got Talent Show
Second Night Seder
Yom HaShoah Commemoration
Youth Group Pancake Breakfast
Sisterhood Fashion Show
Torah Study
Mah Jongg
Book Fair

Youth Group Creative
Service – May 12
Teacher Appreciation
Shabbat – May 19
Shavuot/Confirmation
–May 30

Rabbinic Intern’s
Message
Hamilton and the Power of Prayer
...Sometimes, after I’ve lead services at
BHSS, someone will pull me aside and
whisper, “Rabbintern Josh, how can I say
these prayers when I don’t believe God does
any of the things in them...
full article on page 5
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President’s Message

I Love the Retreat

from Nancy Levene
I never went to summer camp - unless
you count the township rec program
held at local playgrounds around
town. We had one of those playgrounds on East William
Street in Fords, where I grew up. It was basically an open lot
with a swing set and a few picnic tables. We did have
counselors who supervised some very simple games and
activities. My lifelong ability to make potholders (on a loom
with loops) was developed at the playground. We stayed there
all day, only going home to have lunch. Sleepaway camp was
not even on the radar for my family. Fast forward to today
and the closest I’ve come to attending camp is the annual
BHSS congregational retreat.
I love the retreat. Perhaps it fills the void in my Jewish
experience because I did not go to camp. When I first
attended the retreat I couldn’t identify why it was so special,
but it finally came to me. It allowed me to celebrate Shabbat
in a way that I couldn’t do at home. From arrival on Friday
afternoon through the final song on Sunday morning, I was
removed from the everyday activities of my life. I didn’t have
to work, do laundry, cook a meal, or go grocery shopping. I
also didn’t watch TV, go on on Facebook or check my email.
I was resting. I was renewing. I was living in the moment.
Going on retreat with the congregation has added benefits.
While you are celebrating Shabbat you also have the
opportunity to connect with other individuals and families
who might not usually spend time with. You sing, you dance,
you share a meal and you might even learn a new skill.
It takes a congregation to plan, organize and run a retreat.
Thanks to all the volunteers, staff and clergy who make this
weekend a success. Planning starts about a week after the last
retreat ends! This year Lauren Theodore headed up the
committee building on the learning and experience she gained
from Debbie Falkow who was the original retreat organizer.
Add in all the coordinators of logistics (someone has to get all
the flip charts, sharpie markers and glue sticks to
Pennsylvania), leaders of chugim and providers of snacks.
Our clergy also put in extra effort to make services feel
different and special for the retreat. Imagine starting services
lying on the floor and meditating! A particularly moving
element of the service, illustrated the traditon of l’dor v dor as
we lined up by age - oldest to youngest - and passed the Torah
down the line. Emily Cole, our youngest participant helped
Rabbi Diamond return the Torah to the ark. Beautiful.
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How can you keep the feeling of retreat going all year long,
even if you didn’t go on retreat? Well, we celebrate Shabbat
every week. Attend Friday night services and make a point to
meet one new person either during the service when we greet
each other or at the oneg. It’s easy to make a friend when you
offer them chocolate. Take the Shabbat celebration another
step and invite a new friend or family to enjoy Shabbat dinner
in your home. Even if it’s been a while since you lit Shabbat
candles and blessed the challah, this is an opportunity to slow
down and embrace the spirit of Shabbat. You might even be
creating a new tradition for your family.
Come to services on Saturday morning and celebrate another
child becoming an adult in our Jewish community. Stand on
the bimah with the congregation and be among the first to
congratulate the B’nai Mitzvah and their families. You could
even come early and join the Torah study group. No
experience necessary. Try it, you might like it!
Torah study not your thing? Well there are still plenty of ways
to make connections throughout the year. Attend a
Brotherhood dinner. Join the Sisterhood for the women’s
seder. Help Michelle Mitzvah at the soup kitchen or Oasis.
It’s almost time for planting the BHSS garden for the year;
you get the double benefit of working in the garden and
providing food for the hungry. Do you like to cook? Make a
meal for the Caring Committee to deliver to someone in need
in our community. Join the Library Committee for the One
Book, One Community discussion or the next Book & and a
Bagel.
There are so many ways to keep the feeling of the retreat all
year long. Find the one that works for you.
L’shalom
Nancy Levene

My Current Obession
Thanks to Bonnie Caul and her
chug (class) on looming at the
retreat, I’m now obessed with
looming hats! I’ve made about a
dozen so far and there’s no stopping.
I plan to donate the hats to Valley Hospital for
chemotherapy patients. If you would like to learn,
I’m happy to teach you.
Beth Haverim Shir Shalom Temple Topics

Looking Forward

Rabbi’s Message
Rabbi Barry Diamond

I am pleased and honored to continue serving as your rabbi
through June of 2018. It is not unusual for rabbinic searches
to continue over two years. Fully half of my interim rabbi
positions have been two-year engagements. In fact, there are
an increasing number of congregations who are opting for
two-year searches from the outset and finding significant
benefits.
For instance, search committees with more experience can
assess more quickly and accurately which rabbi will best fit
with our congregation’s culture and values. In addition,
transition years can be a fertile time to explore, experiment,
and grow. We are planting many seeds this year. Spending a
second year with you allows those seeds to sprout and
take root.
Personally, I benefit from remaining a part of this vibrant and
welcoming community, working with a talented professional
team and deeply committed lay leaders. But my greatest joy is
continuing to be a part of your lives, walking this path with
you during your moments of sorrow, joy, and personal
exploration.
In many ways, the interim rabbinate and the rabbinic search
process are like this time of the year between Purim and
Passover. During Purim, we remember the near-demise of the
Jewish community in Shushan (Iran) by dressing up in a
Haman mask, the malicious minister bent on our destruction.
We may feel a ripple of fear when we see even a portrayal of
the man who came so close to killing us. We can deal with this
fear in a characteristically Jewish fashion, through humor.
Think of the Mel Brooks movie/musical “The Producers”
where an actor dresses in a Hitler costume and takes part in
an absurd play. By placing the object of our fear in an absurd
situation, we gain control and are reminded that he did
not win.
It is easy to give into our fears – of evil leaders of the past – or
the fear of having no rabbi. During Purim, we realize that our

fears are overblown. We needn't
fear the actor in the mask, nor
should we be fearful during this
rabbinic search. Rather, we can take pride in a search
committee that will not settle for just any rabbi and has the
confidence to only select the right rabbi for our congregation.
By the time we realize that our fears are overblown, the
holiday of Purim is over and we are onto Passover. During
this springtime holiday, we feel the freedom to grow, explore,
and innovate, while always remembering that our story is
built on the strength and pride of our past. May we pass
through this Purim of our congregation with a minimum of
fear and a maximum of celebration and excitement about
our future.

Reminders...
Purim Shpiel “Mamma Mia and More!” Saturday, March 11 at 7 pm
Purim Mini Shpiel
and Carnival Sunday, March 12 at
11:30 and 11:45 am
Passover Community Second Seder Tuesday, April 11 at 6pm
by reservation
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From the Educator’s Office

March and April feel like the months where our calendar says: “Hurry! Hurry! Your
school year is going to be over before you know it, and it’s time to start planning for next
year!” I’m having trouble listening to it because I’m still living in the moment of
Havdalah that was a part of our BHSS 5th annual retreat in January. Still living in the
moment of wonder at a child trying a new food at our Tu Bish’vat seders in February.
I’m basking in the moment of stopping in the hall to watch our oldest teens in Rabbi
Diamond’s class in Kadimah – listening, discussing with respect for each other, and
learning.
As I write, I am looking forward to traveling to Washington, D.C. with 20 of our 10th,
11th and 12th graders to the Religious Action Center’s L’taken program at the end of
February. It is transformational, exhilarating, and exhausting. Watching our students
speak with passion about their issue in the halls of our government is full of moments to
stop and savor.
Yes, March has the Purim Shpiel (what crazy thing will I be convinced to do this year?)
and the Purim carnival and our book fair (it’s going to be great!), and, before I know it,
Passover will be here, and then the youth group’s pancake breakfast. In May we have
Shavuot, Confirmation, our youth group’s final Shabbat service for the year (at which we
will also welcome my new baby granddaughter into the BHSS community,) and
Kadimah graduation; then, it seems we rush headlong into summer.

March
Birthdays
Emma Bethon
Jonathan Cassell
Ashley Ehrlich
Jacob Eichner
Jessica Epstein
Nicole Fox
Raiden Furst
Amanda Glucoft
Samuel Hoffert
Liam Irizarry
Averie Katz
Brian Krantz
Rachel LaCorte
Theodora Leibman
Taylor Marder

Indeed, it feels like time passes more quickly each year even though we KNOW it
doesn’t. And, although the old adage “Stop and smell the roses” is better left for posters
on my old college dorm walls, its essential message still holds. Find your moments in
time and use them as the precious things they are. Somewhere during my family’s seder,

Zack Slater
Eli Swerdloff
Jack Weiss

or during a silent prayer in synagogue, or in the warming air that I breathe as I walk
outdoors – that’s where I find mine. Where will yours be?
Rebecca Bernstein McVeigh
Congregational Educator and Religious School Principal

Book Fair!
Details on page 18
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From the Rabbinic Intern
On Hamilton and the Power of Prayer
I don’t want to brag, but I’ve seen Hamilton. Ok fine, I’m
bragging a little. It’s as good as you’ve heard. While the hype
may be exhausting, it’s accurate. It’s a transformative
theatrical experience. Annie and I walked out into a cool New
York evening unsure of what to say. We had been transported.
Here’s what we didn’t say. We did not say, “I know it was a play
about the founding fathers, but I found it hard to figure out
when it was taking place because the set looks like a stripped
down warehouse.” We didn’t say that. Nor did we say that the
stylized costumes with Thomas Jefferson in a purple satin suit
were inaccurate to the period. Nor was there a moment where we
were bothered by the anachronism of a play set in the late 18th
century featuring a rap battle. And somehow, seeing Alexander
Hamilton, George Washington, and the rest of the founding
fathers and their families portrayed by people of color made
perfect sense. We didn’t question it for a minute. We were
totally willing to suspend our disbelief. And as a result we were
transformed. The musical was able to work on us because we did
not need it to be historically true to find the truth in it. That is
the power of theater.
Sometimes, after I’ve lead services at BHSS, someone will pull
me aside and whisper, “Rabbintern Josh, how can I say these
prayers when I don’t believe God does any of the things in
them?” They explain that they don’t believe God returns their
soul to them in the morning, or makes peace on earth, or gives
the Torah to the Jewish people. How then, they wonder, can
they recite prayers that espouse these ideas? It’s a fair question. I
don’t literally believe in almost anything we say in prayer, and if
I used this metric, I wouldn’t say these prayers either. Yet,
thinking you should believe the things you are saying makes
sense. We have been told that synagogue is a place for believers.
Synagogue, we think, is quite the opposite of theater. We go to
theater to suspend our disbelief, but we come to services to
believe. And if we don’t believe, then what is the point?
Maybe we’ve got it wrong. Maybe services are a lot more like
theater than we might think. Maybe we should come to services,
like we come to theater, ready to suspend our disbelief. The
philosopher George Santayana once described religion as,
“Another world to live in.” For me, this is the power of going to
services and going to the theater. In both cases, I go to live in that
imaginary world for an hour or two. I go to the theater to
imagine a world where Thomas Jefferson and Alexander
Hamilton can engage in an epic rap battle. Not because I need
to think that happened, but because if I can get past the rational
part of my brain that wants to scream “THIS DOES’T MAKE
ANY SENSE – RAP HADN’T BEEN INVENTED YET,” I

Josh Fixler
know it has something to teach me.
Similarly, I go to services to imagine a
different world. I don’t, in my rational
mind, believe that God created light and dark on the first day of
a seven-day creation story. But I say Ma’ariv Aravim anyway.
And I suspend my disbelief because the idea of a created universe
opens my heart and begs me to treat the earth differently. I go to
services to imagine a world where God says my decisions matter.
Not because I believe in this idea every moment of every day, but
because I want to teach myself to act differently.
A few months ago, I went to a class taught by a Christian
worship expert and Catholic nun, Janet Walton. She said
something that stuck with me: “What happens in the sanctuary
is rehearsal for what happens out in the world.” We go to the
theater in the hopes that it will change us – that it will open our
hearts or our minds. We hope it will expose us to a life or a story
that we could never have imagined. We hope that we will see
things differently when we leave. That’s what good theater does.
We check our rational mind when they scan our ticket at the
door. Part of us knows that the people on the stage are just
pretending, that the buildings are just flat sets that the founding
fathers didn’t rap. But we are happy to tell that part of us to shut
up for a while because we have come here to live in that
imaginary world – to think new thoughts and hope for new
hopes and feel new feelings. Maybe we go to services for the same
reason. And even more powerfully than theater, in services, we
are all in the play. We are all actors, handed the script. We all
know that we do not need to have experienced every word of
every line to feel their truth. Rather, we lean into the process of
acting and imagining and hope that the truth of the script will
come through us.
Our prayer for peace, Oseh Shalom, says, “May the One who
makes peace in the high heavens, make peace for us, all Israel,
and all who inhabit the earth.” As I recite these lines, I try to turn
off the part of my brain that wants to debunk this sentence.
Rather, I want to say my lines as if I truly believe them, so that I
leave the sanctuary I having rehearsed imagining what God’s
peace looks like, so that I can go out and make it a reality.
There’s a great number in Hamilton called “The Room Where it
Happens.” I think the sanctuary at Beth Haverim Shir Shalom is
the room where it happens. Come join us on Shabbat, and check
it out.
And, if you want to engage in more fun conversations like this
one about how adults pray, join me for the last three sessions of
my Sunday series at 9 a.m. on March 12, April 23, and May 21.
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2016/2017 BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Interim Rabbi Barry Diamond
214-394-0421 rabbibdiamond@gmail.com
Cantor David Perper
201-934-1894 cantorperper@earthlink.net
Educator, Rebecca McVeigh
201-512-1983 schoolatbethhav@optonline.net
President, Nancy Levene
201-236-6059 nblevene@gmail.com
Past President, Jennifer Cole
201-891-2438 thecole6@yahoo.com
Vice President, Corey Mitnick
201-529-5285 cmitnick@gmail.com
Vice President, Doug Wright
201-825-6265 doug@dawrightassociates.com
Treasurer, Mitchell Miller
201-337-4503 mlctsmiller@verizon.net
Asst. Treasurer, Aldine Rostolder
201-252-2823 aldines@hotmail.com
Secretary, Harvey Weinberg
646-364-8417 harvey.weinberg@oliverwyman.com
Trustee, Stacey Coyne
845-368-2830 staceycoy@aol.com
Trustee, Debbie Falkow
201-327-4849 debfalkow@hotmail.com
Trustee, Deborah Klein
201-934-1623 deborah.klein18@gmail.com
Trustee, Paul Lipson
201-934-7060 lipson123@verizon.net
Trustee, Lorriane Orlick
845-369-3896 lormar40@yahoo.com
Trustee, Linda Schwartz
845-504-0577 linda.ellman@schwartzhouse.com
Sisterhood Co. Pres., Lisa Lamster
201-760-1935 lisalams@optonline.net
Sisterhood Co. Pres., Gail Spencer
201-818-0212 sprucer@aol.com
Brotherhood Pres. Jonathan Theodore
917-531-0043 president@bhssbrotherhood.org
Michelle Mitzvah Grp, Chair, Ilyse Smith
201-995-1177 silvercards@aol.com
Dir.of Informal Youth Prog, Liza Fishman
201-994-5898 lfishmanbhss@gmail.com
Youth Act. Co-ord. Gr. 3-5- Brittany Silverman 201-818-9577 bsilvermanbhss@gmail.com
SR. Youth Group Co-Pres. Samantha Lamster
sammylammy@optonline.net
SR. Youth Group Co-Pres. Sarah Miller
samiller26@verizon.net

2016/2017 COMMITTEE CHAIRS
BUILDING & GROUNDS, Jim Dubroff
201-327-7014
BUILDING & GROUNDS, Harris Reinstein 201-652-0898
CARING, Co Chair, Candy Kassover
201-934-8229
CARING, Co Chair, Laura Miller
201-337-4503
COMMUNICATIONS, Lisa Lamster
201-760-1935
ENDOWMENT, Chair, Harvey Weinberg 646-364-8417
EDUCATION, Lauren Einhorn
201-447-7094
LIBRARY, Sheryl Ives
201-794-1017
LIBRARY, Ruth Turner
845-351-5732
LIFE LONG LEARNING, Leslie Sapienza 201-760-8972
LIFE LONG LEARNING, Beth Dubiel
201-684-0705
MEMBERSHIP, Chair, Stacey Coyne
845-369-3896
MUSIC, Chair, Nora Berger
201-703-0132
OUTREACH, Jane Young
201-327-1281
RITUAL, Co Chair, Debbie Royal
201-962-3103
RITUAL, Co Chair, Judy Teich
845-512-8506
SOCIAL ACTION, Chair, Whitney Speer
201-825-2441

jimdubroff@yahoo.com
harrisreinstein@msn.com
candy1951@optonline.net
mlctsmiller@verizon.net
lisalams@optonline.net
harvey.weinberg@oliverwyman.com
laureneinhorn16@gmail.com
sjives17@yahoo.com
rgtt@optonline.net
sapienz@optonline.net
dubiels@optonline.net
staceycoy@aol.com
niberger@aol.com
jnapfy@aol.com
dsroyal@optonline.net
judy.teich@gmail.com
whitneyspeer@msn.com

Candlelighting times:
March 3 – 5:31 pm T’rumah
March 10– 5:38 pm Tetzaveh
March 17 – 6:46 pm Ki Tissa
March 24 – 6:53 pm Vayachel/P’kudei
March 31 – 7:01 pm Vayikra
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April 7 – 7:08 pm Tzav
April 14 – 7:15 pm Pesach
April 21 – 7:23 pm Sh’mini
April 28 – 7:30 pm Tazria/M’tzora

April
Birthdays
Jack Adler
Jack Alpert
Eli Behar
Zachary Bibi
Zachary Braunstein
Daniel Cohen
Jason Cohen
Alexa Denburg
Jessica Diamond
Jack Edelson
Spencer Edelson
Ilana Reese Gilbert
Luke Hollander
Victoria Laddy
Zoe Lynn
Jakob Mitnick
Max Nierenberg
Ryan Richard Polansky
Gabriel Reinstein
Michael Savino
Warren Schindler
Ilana Schulman
Jordan Shamus
Dylan Slater
Parker Slivka
Remi Slivka
Tyler Strauss
Jason Weintraub

March Calendar
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

ϭ

ϱ
DP)6 
DP
*URXS&ODVV
DP
0HQVFKPDNHUV
SP0DK-RQJJ
SP3XULP
6SLHO5HK
SP3XULP
%DQG5HK

ϲ

ϳ

SP
SP6FKRRO
6FKRRO.
SP
SP3UH.
*URXS&ODVV
SP
SP5LWXDO
.DGLPDK

ϭϮ

ϭϯ

SP
DP)6 
6FKRRO.
DP
SP
0LQL6SLHO
DPSP .DGLPDKSP
5HWUHDW&RPP
3XULP&DUQLYDO

ϭϵ

ϮϬ

ϭϰ
SP6FKRRO
SP
*URXS&ODVV
SP
([HF&RPP
SP
00*PWJ

Ϯϭ

DPSP SP
SP
%RRN)DLU
%RRN)DLU
%RRN)DLU
SP
DP)6 
SP6FKRRO
6FKRRO.
DP
SP
SP
<*HYHQW
*URXS&ODVV
.DGLPDK
SP0DK-RQJJ
SP%G0WJ

Ϯϲ

Ϯϳ

DP)6 
DP*URXS
&ODVV
SP%+66*RW
7DOHQW$XGLWLRQV
SP///0LNYHK

SP
6FKRRO.
SP
.DGLPDK

Ϯϴ

ϴ

Fri

Ϯ

SP6FKRRO
SP
*URXS&ODVV SP$GXOW&KRLU
SP
0XVLF&RPP

SP
)DPLO\6HUYLFH

7 UXPDK
DP
7RUDK6WXG\
DP
$GXOW
% QHL0LW]YDK

ϭϬ

ϭϭ

ϭϲ

ϭϳ
SP
3-6KDEEDW
0LON &RRNLH
2QHJ
%RRN)DLU
%URZVLQJ

Ϯϯ

SP
$GXOW&KRLU

Ϯϵ

ϰ

7 W]DYHK
DP
7RUDK6WXG\
DP(DW3UD\
SP7HILORW
6KPRR]H
SP3XULP6SLHO
0DPD0LD«
DQG0RUH

SP
$GXOW&KRLU

ϮϮ

ϯ

ϵ

SP
$GXOW&KRLU

ϭϱ

Sat

SP6LV KRRG
0LULDP6HGHU

.L7LVD
DP
7RUDK6WXG\
DP
-DFN:HLVV

Ϯϰ

Ϯϱ
9D\DNKHO3 NXGHL
DP7RUDK
6WXG\
DP6DPDQWKD
%UXFNQHU

SP
6LVWHUKRRG
6KDEEDW

ϯϬ

ϭϴ

ϯϭ

SP7HILORW
7DVWHRI
3DVVRYHU2QHJ
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April Calendar
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
Vayikra 8:15 am
Torah Study
10 am
Gillian DuBroff

2

3

9 am FS & 6
11:30 am
Group Class
11:30 am
Menschmakers
1 pm Mah Jongg
3 pm BHSS Got
Talent

4 pm
School K-3
4 pm PreK
6:45 pm
Kadimah

9

4 pm School 4/5
7:30 pm Ritual

10

16

17
No School
Office Closed
10 am Festival
Yizkor

No School

23

24

9 am FS & 6
11:30 am
Group Class
1 pm Mah Jongg
4 pm
Yom HaShoah
@ JCC Paramus

11
No School
Office Closed
10 am Passover
Festival Service
6 pm Community
2d Night Seder
(by RSVP)

No School
First Seder

No School

4

18
No School
6:30 pm Exec
Comm
7:30 pm Bd Mtg

25
4 pm School 4/5
6:30 pm
Group Class
7:30 pm Music
Comm

4 pm
School K-3
4 pm PreK
6:45 pm
Kadimah

5

6

8 pm
Adult Choir

12

6:00 pm
Family Service

13

8 pm
Adult Choir

19

8 pm
Adult Choir

14

7:30 pm Tefilot

20

8 pm
Adult Choir

26

7

21

7:30 pm Tefilot

27

28

7:30 pm Tefilot

8
Tzav
8:15 am
Torah Study
10 am Shabbat
Morning Service

15
Pesach
8:15 am
Torah Study
10 am
Shabbat at the
Ramapo Valley
Reservation

22
Sh'mini
8:15 am
Torah Study
10 am Eli Behar

29
Tazria/M'tzora
8:15 am
Torah Study
10 am
Molly Darrow &
Casey Gold

30
7:30 - 8:45 am
YG Pancake Bkfst
9 am FS & 6
11:30 am
Group Class
11:45 am YG 6-8
3 pm Sis'hood
Fashion Show
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...will be called to the Torah...
Jack Weiss – March 18, 2017
Lives in Franklin Lakes, New Jersey.
Mother, Alyssa, Father, Brian, Brother,
Noah, 10 and Sister, Emerson, 4 ...........
is a 7th grader at Franklin Lakes Middle
School .......... His interests include flying
planes and skiing. “I’d like to be a pilot or
a businessman. I am so happy to spend this
special moment with my family and everyone
that I love. I’ve had such an incredible experience at
Beth Haverim Shir Shalom. I know everything I have
learned over the past few years will stay with me my
entire life. I did many things for my community
service. I donated hundreds and hundreds of toys to
children and I also ran multiple drives to collect
blankets, food, etc. to help the animals at Teva farms.
I loved being able to give back to my community, it
was so rewarding. I will never stop finding ways to
give back, I think it’s so important.”

Gillian DuBroff – April 1, 2017
Lives in Waldwick, New Jersey.
Mother, Kim, Father, Jim, Brother,
Kyle, 15 ............ is a 7th grader at
Waldwick Middle School ......... Her
interests include acting, singing,
dancing, and hanging out with friends.
"I would like to be an actress. I’m really
excited and I’m not nervous at all because
by the time the date comes I will be ready. My
aunt is developmentally disabled, and I am
helping out in her group home for my
community service."

Eli Kent Behar – April 22, 2017
Samantha Bruckner – March 25, 2017
Lives in Mahwah, New Jersey. Mother, Elisa,
Father, Marc, Sister, Jillian, 8 .......... is a 7th
grader at Ramapo Ridge Middle School
............ Her interests include volleyball,
gymnastics, camp, and shopping. “One day,
I would like to have a job where I can make a
difference and help people. I am excited about
becoming a Bat Mitzvah, and feel like I am
starting a new phase of my life. I am looking forward
to celebrating this special occasion with my family and
friends. For my community service, I have been
volunteering at Bergen Family Promise, which is an
organization that provides temporary housing and
support to working homeless families. I talk, play, and
do crafts with the children of these families, to help
them feel special and valued.”

Lives in Woodcliff Lake, New Jersey.
Mother, Jill , Father, Adam, Sister,
Leah, 10 ........... is a 7th grader at
Woodcliff Middle School ........... His
interests include sports, reading, and
hanging out with friends. “I would
like to become a sports announcer. I’m
excited to share this special occasion with
all of my family and friends. I’ve been
participating in community food programs. I
have gone to the NJ Food Bank to help with
packaging and sorting items to be sent to
various organizations that send food to those in
need. I’ve also been volunteering with a
program called Project Nest, which collects food
and donations to help fight hunger in Northern
New Jersey.”

Does your family have a Bar or Bat Mitzvah coming up?
In order to be included in the next issue of Temple Topics, your child’s brief “bio” and photo are due as follows:

For a May/June date, by April 1
If you need a form, or have any questions, please call or email to the synagogue.
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...will be called to the Torah...
Molly Darrow – April 29, 2017
Lives in Mahwah, New Jersey.
Mother, Gail, Father, Bill, Brothers,
Jack, 18, and Sam, 16 ........... is a
7th grader at Ramapo Ridge Middle
School ........... Her interests include
lacrosse and basketball. “I would like
to be a teacher. I’m very excited to
share this special time with my friends and
family and to continue my Jewish education.
For my community service I created bags for
foster children to give them something they can
call their own.”

Casey Gold – April 29, 2017
Lives in Montebello, New York. Mother,
Jill, Father, Lew, Sister, Harley, 14 ...........
is a 7th grader at Suffern Middle School
............. She loves skiing, field hockey,
and lacrosse. “I would like to be a lawyer. I
am very excited to celebrate with friends
and family. My community project is to
decorate and fill travel bags with necessities for
children transitioning between foster homes. I hope
this will bring a smile to their face and make their
day a little brighter.”

Ritual Committee
What a wonderful weekend it was, the BHSS Retreat. There
were many opportunities to learn and pray and laugh with
friends, old and new. One of the highlights for me was the
conga line… and it was not just any conga line. Saturday
morning, in preparation for the Torah service, Rabbi asked us
to stand up and move to the back of the room and gave us
these simple instructions, “Get into line by age from the
oldest to youngest but, do it without speaking.” What ... 95
Jews not speaking?!?!?! So imagine all of us scrambling in an
effort to communicate with one another in silence. We
formed the line, Rabbi took the lead, Cantor played guitar,
and we followed in line weaving around the room. Rabbi led
us to the stage in the front of the room, up the steps and
weaving towards the ark located at the back of the stage. The
oldest congregants were now in front of the ark. Rabbi
opened the ark and took the Torah out and then placed the
Torah into the arms of the smiling congregant, who then
passed the Torah to the next oldest and so forth and so on and
finally to the youngest.
I have witnessed the Torah being passed from generation to
generation many times. This time it evoked intense emotions
and brought tears to my eyes. But why? Did the tears come
because I was close to the front of the line, mortality knocking
at the door? No, that was not it. The tears flowed from
10

happiness because I know the work we do as a congregation,
as a community, will guarantee that our Torah, our treasure,
our stories will continue to pass from generation to
generation.
Please join us as a community as we celebrate Purim!!
Saturday, March 11 at 7 p.m.
The Purim theme is “Mamma Mia and More”
L’shalom, Judy Teich

Other happenings:

● Passover morning service Tuesday, April 11, 2017 at 10 a.m.
● Passover community seder Tuesday, April 11, 2017 at 6 p.m.
● Passover Yizkor Service - April 17, 2017 at 10 a.m.
● Yom Hashoah County-wide Observance at JCC Paramus
Sunday, April 23, 2017 at 4 p.m.
● Yom Hazikaron / Yom Ha’atzmaut at Beth Rishon –
Monday, May 1, 2017 at 7 p.m.
• Ritual Meetings –
Tuesdays, March 7 and April 4 at 7:30 p.m.
Beth Haverim Shir Shalom Temple Topics

Notes from Music
Hello everyone!
Movie Night and Havdalah on Saturday, January 28, 2017
was a great success! We all enjoyed Keeping up with the Steins,
a great movie about families trying to outdo each other with
elaborate bar/bat mitzvah celebrations. We collected food for
the Center for Food Action, shared in yummy movie snacks
and schmoozed with new and old congregational families.
What a great way to say good-bye to Shabbat and begin the
new week!
Shabbat Shirah is always a special service at BHSS. Cantor
Perper and the choir performed music from a new service that
was sung simultaneously in Reform synagogues across the
country. It was truly joyous!
Our next program is a favorite of the congregation. Yes,
BHSS Got Talent is back! The show is scheduled for April 2,
2017. All congregants third grade and older are eligible to
perform. Auditions will be held at the synagogue. Cantor
Perper is preparing a schedule for the auditions. Look for
more information on flyers and weekly emails. So, magicians,
dancers, musicians, impersonators… we want you!!!

Finally, a preview announcement. Get ready for Coffeehouse
Cantors! Yes, it wouldn’t be BHSS without it. Mark your
calendars for May 6 at 7 p.m. Tickets will be $18 and all
proceeds will go to the Magen David Adom, the Israeli Red
Cross. You know it will be great so invite friends and family
to fill your table. Contact me if you are interested in
contributing something for the dessert table!
For the parents of children who are in third grade or older
who want to sing with the BHSS Youth Singers, please
contact Lisa Lamster. She can be reached at
lisalams@optonline.net for more information.
Our monthly meetings take place at the synagogue every
fourth Tuesday of the month at 7:30 p.m. Drop by any time.
Or, do you have suggestions for what you would like to see or
hear? Email me any time at niberger@aol.com and let’s chat!
Musically yours,
Nora Berger

Lifelong Learning Committee
Transitions & Transformations
Transformative Nature of Mikveh
On Sunday, March 26 from 1-3 p.m., Lifelong Learning
will host Rabbi Sara Luria, founder and Executive Director
of Immerse NYC to provide a learning program on the
transformative nature of mikveh. This program will explore
the notions, stereotypes, and mysteries about this sacred
living body of water.

Immerse NYC will offer signups for immersions at their
mikveh in NYC following the program. Part of what we will
learn is that mikveh is NOT for women only; everyone is
welcome. We suggest participants be 16 years old or older.
To learn more about Immerse NYC, please visit their
website at www.immersenyc.org.
Please RSVP to the synagogue office by Tuesday, March 21.
The program is free and light refreshments will be served.

Immerse NYC guides and facilitates welcoming,
transformative mikveh immersions for our diverse Jewish
community, which honor the sacred nature of our lives,
bodies, and experiences, and reclaims an ancient ritual for a
new world.
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Good &Welfare
from & for the congregation

Condolences
to Julie Wright on the death of her father, Lewis Jacobs
to Jane Simon on the death of her husband, Jan Simon
to Eric Fisherman on the death of his father, Carl Fisherman

R’fuah Sh’leimah

to Iris Schwartz, on the death of her father, Bernie Schwartz

(For a Full and Speedy Recovery)

to Ian Coyne, on the death of his cousin, Paul Plott
to Sue-Ellen Johnson on the death of her husband, Ron Johnson

Terri Coffel

to Harris Reinstein on the death of his cousin, Dr. Mark Josephson

Larry Israel

to Lisa Lamster & Carrie Ritchin on the death of their uncle, Allen Stein

Beth Wiesner

to Marc Daniel on the death of his father, Kurt Daniel

Mazal Tov
to Rebecca & Rod McVeigh on the birth of their granddaughter, Rose Margret McVeigh

A special Mazel Tov to our Adult B’nei Mitzvah class of 5777!
Melissa Cooper, Tim Crouch, Jane Dougan, Melanie Grossman, Barbara Lacher, Lisa
Lamster, Jill Pearlman, Sheryl Thailer & Lia Waitz

Welcome New Members!
Dara and Christine Diamond & family, Mahwah, NJ

From Adult Bat Mitzvah Melissa Cooper My Community Service Project is helping obtain much needed items for the Ali Forney Center. I know how difficult life
can be for youth whose gender or sexual identities are not supported by their families, so I chose to help the Ali Forney
Center. The Ali Forney Center is the nation's largest homeless LGBT youth services provider. They provide New York City's
homeless LGBT youth with the resources they need to reclaim their lives and live independently. They have a wishlist on
Amazon for basic needs items such as: socks, underwear, and T-Shirts. To access the wishlist, visit www.aliforneycenter.org.
Click the button in the top right corner and then click on ‘get involved’, the Amazon wish list will show up. Any purchase
you make off of this list is tax deductible. You can save your amazon receipt along with an AFC acknowledgement letter for
tax purposes. If you prefer, you can bring the items into temple and I will be happy to deliver them. Either way, feel free to
read about the wonderful work this organization is doing! If you have any questions, please contact me at 845-357-2703.
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Sisterhood News
Who’s got the winter blahs? Maybe most of us do, but not
BHSS Sisterhood! We’ve been planning a busy spring for our
members and friends; and we’re hoping you’ll turn out for
every one of our events.
March brings Sisterhood Shabbat on Friday evening, the
24th. This is always one of our most meaningful events.
Come and listen to your sisters share stories, devotion and
song.
Our famous Miriam Seder will be on March 30. We
celebrate not only the freedom of our people, but the
importance of our matriarchs, and the work they did to make
us a free people. There’s still work to be done—please join us
to be inspired and elevated!

It’s DIVA TIME! Join us and be a part of our Sisterhood
Fashion Show on Sunday, April 30 at 3 pm. Be first on line
for the best spring fashions, and get great ideas for upcoming
weddings and B’nai Mitzvahs. Enjoy a snack while you shop
for clothing and accessories. The cost is $25 per person, and
our own members and friends will be the models! You
DON’T want to miss this one! Watch your weekly emails,
and RSVP fast!
Hard to believe that after all of that, it’ll be spring—but we’re
not finished yet! Keep your eyes on the E-Board in the
synagogue lobby, and on your weekly emails, so that you
don’t miss a chance to join the fun and friendships of
Sisterhood. It’s never too late to be part of our thriving
community!
Gail Spencer, Co-President sprucer@aol.com
Lisa Lamster, Co-President lisalams@optonline.net

Social Action Committee
I am writing this the Monday after the Super Bowl. No one
would describe me as an avid football fan but I am a Super
Bowl enthusiast. Not because I want to watch the game or
halftime entertainment, but because I want to understand all
the stories and chat on this day, the Monday after the Super
Bowl. Everyone will have something to say about their
experience, was it Lady Gaga, was it the food, or was it the
game itself? Most of us will have a “story” to share with
friends, co-workers and family about our experiences.
The Tikkun Olam Round Tables that we have been
happening at BHSS are similar. Everyone has a story about his
or her life and experiences in 2017. At this point we have held
3 out of the 4 planned Round Tables and have heard many
wonderfully moving stories about what compels the teller of
his or her narrative. For example, one congregant recently
flew over the Statue of Liberty on the descent into Newark
Airport; Emma Lazarus’ poem came to mind and this
congregant had an epiphany concerning the relatives that
arrived in the US from Europe. We have heard from several
congregants about his or her concern for their elderly parents
and the difficulty of providing care for them.

The experience of sitting and listening has been very moving;
everyone has a story! If you missed them, please reach out to
me and we can hear you story as well.
Now that we have stories, what will BHSS do with them?
That is up to the storytellers. There are emerging obvious
mutual themes: addiction & mental health, political stands,
environmental concerns, etc. The Social Action committee
will work to create synergy amongst the congregants with
similar narratives and then together we can chose how we
want to move forward.
Sorry for the continued football analogy but... Even with a
star leading the team, it must be a team and the team must
want to move forward together. As we saw on Sunday night,
with the goal and the entire team working well together,
miracles can happen!
BHSS Community Garden will start up in April; look for
notifications on the weekly email.

-Whitney Speer, Chair, Social Action Committee
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Michelle Mitzvah Group
MMG Happenings:
Michelle Mitzvah Group has been busy. To name a few
recent initiatives, we continue to deliver food weekly to
organizations within the community around us. In addition
to making weekly deliveries of the food donated by BHSS
congregants to the Center for Food Action, we also pick up
food three times a week from The Fresh Market in Montvale
and deliver it to the CFA, the Soup Kitchen at the church in
Suffern, and Oasis in Paterson. We are always looking for
volunteers to help with pickups.
We also donated 25 pairs of new pajamas for the Oasis
January Pajama Drive....The mission of Oasis is “to change the
lives of women and children by breaking the cycle of poverty
through compassionate programs designed to feed, clothe, educate,
and empower women and children in need.” This dovetails
perfectly with the mission of MMG as we are focused on
helping those in our community, particularly children.

In March, we will work with the Youth Group and arrange
for the CFA truck to be at the Purim Carnival.....the price of
entry to the carnival for tickets to games and events will be a
bag of food.....let's try to fill the truck as the food pantry is
low at this time of year.
We meet the second Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. at
the synagogue. We are always looking for new faces and
ideas!!!! Please attend a meeting and see what we're about.
Bring an idea. We are open to all new thoughts and would
love to build our group. If you have any questions, please
contact Ilyse Smith at mmgbhss@gmail.com or Steve Simon
at steveoum@verizon.net.

In memory of Martin Luther King and "the day of service" in
his honor, we made 20 quarts of homemade soup to donate
to the Caring Committee of BHSS -- helped to stock the
freezer at BHSS so the committee has soup on hand to
provide to members of our synagogue community when they
need something healthy and delicious.
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Contributions
Life Fund
in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Irene Bernstein
-Marilyn & Ira Bernstein

in commemoration of the yahrzeits of Sophie and William
Eisenstein
-Paula Tenenbaum

to Marc Daniel, in memory of Kurt Daniel
-Ruth & Stu Turner

to Janet Moskowitz and family, in memory of
Mark Moskowitz
-Harriet & Barry Goldenberg
-Sheryl & Joel Ives

in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Nancy Morgan
-Jim Morgan

to Mona Lefkowitz, in memory of your mom
Martha Silverman
-Gail & Ranan Wichler

To Sue-Ellen Johnson, In memory of Ron Johnson,
who did so much for so many
-Jim Morgan
-Ruth & Stu Turner
-Sheila & Larry Groskin
- Sheri & Allan Schott

to Stacey Coyne, in memory of your brother, Lon Steinman
-Gail & Ranan Wichler

to the Schlissel family, in memory of Norman Schlissel
-Marsha & Larry Gluck

to Debbie Falkow, in memory of your sister, Rachel Kaplan
-Lorraine Orlick & family
- Sheryl Thailer

in memory of Blanche and Morris Schwartz
-Marsha & Larry Gluck
to Marc Daniel and family, in memory of Kurt Daniel
-Susan & Jeffrey Goldstein
-Sheila & Larry Groskin

to Rich Berens, in memory of Gloria Berens
-Gail & Ranan Wichler

in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Ely Gordon
-Sheri & Allan Schott

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
with many thanks

in commemoration of the yahrzeit of
Esther Goodman Zaslow

-Carole Goodman

in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Herman Ackerman
-The Ackerman Family
in honor of the birth of our new grandson Gavin Mandel
-Arlene & Rich Mandel
in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Gerald Klein
-Arlene & Rich Mandel
to Harvey Weinberg, Ranan Wichler, and Michelle Sherry,
with many thanks for being awesome Auctioneers!!
-the Sisterhood of BHSS
in commemoration of the yahrzeits of
Harry & Florence Gordon
-Ann & Barry Seidner
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-the Daniel family

to Marc Daniel and family, in memory of Kurt Daniel
-Sheila & Larry Groskin
in appreciation for all your help during this process
-Lisa Lamster

Educator’s Discretionary Fund
to Rebecca and Rod McVeigh, in honor of your new
granddaughter, Rose Margret, Mazel Tov
-Alison & Norman Axelrod
to Mr. Frank Sandy, in loving memory of Edie
-Irma Jaffe Becker & the class of HCHS class of January 1953
in appreciation for all your help during my bat mitzvah
preparation
-Lisa Lamster

Beth Haverim Shir Shalom Temple Topics

Contributions
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
in memory of Ron Johnson

-Lynn & Michael Zall

to Cantors Perper and Steinsnyder, with thanks for a
beautiful Chanukah service
-Marsha & Larry Gluck
thank you for your caring, understanding and compassion
-the Israel family
with thanks for all you do!

-Barbara Heitman

with thanks for all you do each and everyday
-Jane & Jan Simon
with thanks for your beautiful music

-Kem Spencer

Michelle Mitzvah Group
special thank you to the Caring Committee and the Library
Ladies
-Marilyn Bernstein

Tree of Life
in honor of the 50th wedding anniversary of
Bruce and Deborah Gunther
-Barbara & Phil Moss
in honor of Melanie Grossman’s 50th birthday
-the Coyne & Theodore families
in honor of Gail and Daryl Spencer

-with love, Kem & Mom

to Rebecca and Rod McVeigh, in honor of becoming
grandparents, Mazel Tov
-Lynn & Michael Zall

in honor of Rabbi Diamond, Cantor Perper, and Rebecca
McVeigh, with many thanks!
-Adult Bnei Mitzvah Class - March 4, 2017

To Jane & Mark Young, in honor of becoming
grandparents, Mazel Tov
-Lynn & Michael Zall

Ramapo Bergen Animal Rescue

thank you for touching us with your music!
-Cantor Stan & Debra Kronberg
to Stacey Coyne, in memory of your brother Lon Steinman
-Sheri & Allan Schott
in appreciation for all your help during my bat mitzvah
preparation
-Lisa Lamster

High Holy Day Appeal
John & Judy Neumann
Helen Milstein
Jesse & Terri Coffel
Cory Mitnick & Nancy Rabin
Barbara Lacher & Antoslav Vlahovic

donated by their families in honor of the following simchas:
Bar Mitzvah of Zachary Schlissel
Bar Mitzvah of Harris Haber

The Center for Food Action
donated by their families in honor of the following simchas:
Bar Mitzvah of Max Myers
Bar Mitzvah of Ethan Moskovitz
Bar Mitzvah of Alex Fisherman

Jewish Family Services of Rockland
donated by their families in honor of the following simchas:

Yizkor Appeal

Bar Mitzvah of Max Myers

Manny & Ruth Ansin
Margo Simmons
Helen Milstein
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Brotherhood 2.0
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This means “A good week, a peaceful week.” Shabbat, my
friends is a holiday we celebrate every week. It’s a time of
reflection, of rest, of peace…and mostly of celebration of
making it through another week. At the end of Shabbat is
another of my favorite newfound traditions… Havdallah…
where we light a giant braided candle, smell spices, gaze into
the light, drink wine, and celebrate the end of a good and
peaceful week…and set the tone for a new week of challenges
and experiences ahead. Let’s face it, things have been tough
lately. Most of us face many challenges…financial, emotional,
health, circumstantial…you name it. We work hard…we
work through it…we make do. Shabbat, followed by
Havdallah is the best respite to help us separate, reconnect,
and clear our minds for what’s next.

Growing up as I had, I never truly understood the value of
Shabbat, of separation, of reconnecting. I only learned to
memorize blessings and prayers, but never was taught about
how to apply it to my life or the three-dimensional world.
For a good percentage of my adult life, I turned my back on
my faith. It was not until I found Beth Haverim Shir Shalom,
the Reform movement, and of course, my first fabulous
retreat where I learned about Havdallah and Shabbat and how
I can make it personal and meaningful. While I still may
struggle with faith, I have a great appreciation for learning
about traditions in Family School, at services, and at

synagogue events and gatherings. My teachers are not only
Rabbi Diamond and Cantor Perper, but our own educators,
our people who run our congregation, and of course…and
most importantly…my peers and friends…people with
whom I consider as meaningful and close as family…and
many of whom have similar struggles and challenges.
Friends, as we enter a new time in our congregation, as well
as in our lives and our communities, let us never forget the
value of Shabbat, of Havdallah, and what each and every one
of us bring to those around us. May each day and each week
bring us all peace.
L’Shalom
Jonathan A. Theodore, BHSS Brotherhood President

Upcoming events (Dates TBD)

Men’s Seder
Bike Ride – Heritage Trail
Brotherhood Shabbat
Annual Suite at the Boulders
Regular Monthly Dinners
Brotherhood Raps
…and I’m sure another BBQ – probably that first Shabbat
over July 4th weekend

Education Committee
Happy Spring from the Education Committee!

There will be books for children, teens and adults – novels
and cookbooks, too.

A quick reminder that our annual book fair hours will be:
Friday, March 17 (browsing only) - 8:30-9:30 pm
Sunday, March 19 - 8:30 am-1:00 pm
Monday, March 20 - 3:30-8:30 pm
Tuesday, March 21 - 3:30-7:00 pm
Please come support our great school AND get some great
books for you and your children!
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We are looking for
volunteers to help run the
book fair this year! If
you're able to help out,
please email Lauren
Einhorn at
laureneinhorn16@gmail.com.
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From the Sifriyah
Let There Be Water (Seth Siegel) is Israel's
solution for a water-starved world. It is One
Book One Community’s choice and
recommendation for Bergen and Rockland
County readers for 2016-17. Siegel has
researched the methods Israel has used to
ensure it has an adequate (actually more than
adequate) supply of water. Shimon Peres,
Nobel Peace Prize winner and former
president of Israel said, “Let There Be Water is
the remarkable story of Israel, an account of
how a lonely desert was transformed into a
booming, welcoming home by virtue of
creativity, innovation, and revolutionary technology.” Siegel
writes about the incredible struggle against water scarcity and
brings hope for a more promising future. To be honest, we
Library Ladies were inspired by Siegel’s research and
motivated to do our part to increase water conservation. We
will be collecting new reusable PBA-free water bottles which
will be donated to folks at Oasis, an organization with whom
our temple has had a warm affiliation. Please help us; drop off
a new reusable water bottle in the specially prepared box in
the temple. In a small way, we can all do our part to conserve
this precious resource.
Do you feel guilty when too many good things happen to
you? Have you ever used Caller ID to dodge your mother’s

phone calls? Are you sometimes tempted to give up
on the idea of atonement and instead get a pedicure
on Yom Kippur? Then The Modern Girl’s Guide To
Guilt is perfect for you, actually for teenagers and
adults. This book explodes with truth, humor, and
insight into what it means to be a Jewish woman in
the twenty-first century. The writers of this
anthology invite you along as they struggle to strike
a balance between their heritage and their modern
lives.
Slave and Sister is truly an unusual book title for a
temple library. But, did you know that Jews, who
had once been slaves in Egypt, became slave owners in the
South. The Jews who settled in the South loved its customs
and traditions; they called the South their Jerusalem. Slave
and Sister by Sabra Waldfogel tells the story of a complicated
relationship between Adelaide Mannheim and her slave
Rachel. They share a shameful secret: Adelaide and Rachel
have the same father. Through their youth and the Civil War
this secret impacts each of them in incredible and sometimes
difficult ways. Explore this work of fiction. The novel is
waiting to be checked out. Be the first to get it.
It’s not too soon to plan ahead: our next Book and Bagel will
be May 7. The novel will be Joshua: A Brooklyn Tale by
Andrew Kane. Mark your calendars.

BHSS Got Talent
Auditions ~
Sunday, March 26 at 1 pm
Show ~
Sun April 2 at 3 pm
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March Yahrzeits
Morris Abner
Leizer Alperstein

Jacob Groskin

Irving Levine

Harry Grossman

Ruth Levine

Gerry Scholl
Diane Schorr

Bertha Alter

Samuel Grossman

Shirley Levine

Betty Schott

Shelby Alter

Stewart Grossman

Beatrice Levitt

Louis Schulman

Robert Anesetti, Sr.

Arthur Gunther

Sol Lirtzman

Tess Segal

Abraham Appelbaum

Walter Hartwich

Al Loew

Harold Senzel

Herman Ashkanazy

Dina Heiblum

Juan Hans Lowenstein

Aaron Shacknai

Norma Atlas

Philip Heiblum

Martha Maier

Selma Shore

Loretta Becker

Alfred Hertz

Evelyn Marcus

Frances Siegel

Anna Berkowitz

Eliot Hyman

Shirley Marks

Louis Siegel

Barnet Bernstein

Benjamin Iskowitz

George Meisner

Alex Silverman

Maureen Boyle

Isadore Israel

Isidore Moser

Bill Silvermintz

Florence Braunstein

Roy W. Kamm

Norman Moskowitz

Sheila Stark

Harold Brotman

Helen Kassover

Seymour Oventhal

Sydney Stoller

Martin Brown

Sally Kay

Arnold Peller

Rose Surkes

Israel Charne

Daniel Kessler

George Perry

Andrea Green Swan

Ethel Coffel

Robert Kessler

Joy Pollack

Maria Titcomb

Frieda Cohen

Abraham Kirshner

Phyllis Pollack

Fanny Trepper

Jetty Dentz

Dora Kohn

Harriet Popowitz

Martin Trepper

Charlotte Dorfman

Laura Krane

Martin Popowitz

Sally Victor

Greg Du Charme

Pearl Lacher

Anna Premselaar

Flora Vogel-Lirtzman

Samuel Eichner

Noel Lamster

Toby Putterman

Norma Wachtel

Sheila Levitt Estrin

Elaine Landau

Merrie Rabin

Rhoda Wein

Larry Feldman

Mildred Landau

Leah Reinstein

Laurie Weinberg

Herman Fields

Lee Landis

Bernard Rosenberg

Miriam Weinberg

Paul Fisher

Richard Leavitt

Rose Rubin

Paul Weinberg

Beatrice Friedman

Bernard Lecker

Joseph Rudell

Esther Weinstein

Henry Gluck

Juliette Lessen

Daniel L. Schacher

Elyse Weisser

Henry Greenberg

Bess Levene

Paul Schachter

Robert Wolff

Essie Greenzweig

Frank Levene

Robert Scheinin

Sarah Wunsch

Libby Schlosser

Center for Food Action
is looking for the following types
of donations during the year:

March - Peanut Butter & Jelly
April - Cereal & Pancake Mix

Items can be brought to the
synagogue and placed in the
baskets in the front lobby or
inside the school entrance.

May - Canned Meat/Fish
20
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April Yahrzeits
Dorothy Adlman

Yona Holtzman

Harry Rudnick

George Adlman

Zipora Holtzman

Anne Schuman

Natalie Adlman

Jack Homnick

Joseph Schwartz

Ibn Art

Lena Israel

Irene Shoobs

Leon Auerbach

Helen Klapper

David Joseph Siegel

Jack Baskin

Gertrude Klein

Jacob Siegel

Irving Becker

Helen Kunego

Ian L. Silver

Gloria Bell

David Leitner

Richard Sitomer

Sherwood Bofford

Frances Levene

Sandra Slavin

Richard Boyle

Benjamin levitt

Esther Slucker

Denise Brown

Paul Levitt

Joseph Slucker

Phyllis Cohen

Henry Lichter

Abraham Spitzer

Eileen Feldman

Mitchell Lichtman

Sylvia Stein

Elsie Freeman

Eric Liebmann

Alfred Stewart

Ruth Frishberg

Judy May

Ilene Tanenbaum

Morton Fuchs

Scott Mildwurf

Irwin Thailer

Irving Glick

Beatrice Lerner Moss

Lawrence Weinberg

Diana Gordon

Mary Newhouse

Morris Weingast

Norman Green

Joseph Oppenheim

Thelma Weingast

Dorothy Gross

Sally J. Paris

Julius Weisser

Hyman Grubman

Richard Pavlovec

Hella Wexler

Roslyn Hartman

Irving Pesin

Michael Wiesner

John J. Hayes

Leza Pincus

David York

Jacob Holtzman

Shlomo Pousty

Ronald Zarnet

Lee Rosen

BHSS Joins the Yom HaShoah Observance at
the Jewish Community Center in Paramus
This year Beth Haverim Shir Shalom will observe Yom HaShoah as a part of the
JFNNJ Yom HaShoah Commemoration program, which will be held on Sunday,
April 23 at 4 p.m. at the JCC Paramus (E.304 Midland Avenue). The keynote
speaker will be Dr. Mordecai Paldiel, a Holocaust survivor who for 25 years
headed the Righteous Among the Nations Department at Yad Vashem and has
written extensively on this subject. He is now turning his focus to Jews who rescued
Jews. That will be the subject of his presentation. In addition, six survivors will be
honored by the narration of their stories of survival. Children in our congregation
will be able to take part by carrying a candle in the children's candle procession.
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Youth Programming
The Menschmakers have been busy and it’s hard to believe there are only three events left for the year! In the month of
December, we had a Chanukah event where everyone made stained glass menorahs to be hung in their windows and
decorated a Jewish star cake. With everyone’s help adding vanilla frosting and blue sprinkles, it was a sweet treat to bring
in the holiday. We also held a competition for the most creative menorah and Noah Brown was our winner, but all of
the Menshmakers added their artistic abilities to create a beautiful masterpiece for the holiday. In January, the
Menschmakers joined the Junior Youth Group for a movie and ice cream social. We watched The Parent Trap and our
5th graders met their new youth advisor for next year! It was a great time and our youth are looking forward to having
more events in the future with the 6th through 8th grade students.

Our upcoming events are listed below and I hope to see you there!
• March 5 ~ 11:30 am - 1:30 pm ~ Community Service Event at Assisted Living Facility
• April 2 ~ 11:30 am - 1 pm ~ Passover Event- Make Your Own Chocolate Covered Matzah
• May 6 ~ 6 - 9 pm ~ End of Year Event at Funplex
Thank you Menschmakers for another wonderful year and for making our events what they are because of you.

Brittany Silverman
Youth Activities Coordinator,
Grades 3 – 5
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BHSSTY PRESENTS OUR ANNUAL...

PURIM
CARNIVAL
Sunday, March 12
11:30 - 11:45: Purim Mini Spiel
11:45 - 2pm:
Carnival and CFA Food Drive

$1 for 3 tickets, $5 for 20 tickets
1 full shopping bag of food for CFA
= 50 tickets
2 full shopping bags of food for CFA
= 100 tickets
(For each full shopping bag of food donated to CFA, you will be
entered to win your choice of a $50 Starbucks or Dunkin
Donuts Gift Card)
For any 9th-12th graders who want to help please contact:
Sammi Lamster - sammylammy@optonline.net 201-995-7142
Sarah Miller - samiller26@verizon.net 201-888-0861

Save the date (and your appetite) for

BHSSTY’s Annual
Pancake Breakfast!

Sunday, April 30
7:30-8:45 am
$5 suggested donation
RSVP by APRIL 24
to the BHSS office

Rabbinic Search Committee
February 7, 2017
Friends,
On behalf of the Beth Haverim Shir Shalom Settled Rabbi Search Committee, I write to let you know that despite
conducting a full and thorough search process, our committee has not yet been able to find a rab-bi with whom we can enter
a sacred partnership.
We understand that this news may come as a surprise, and perhaps a disappointment. The creation of a covenant between a
rabbi and congregation is not something to be taken lightly. Please know that the fact that our search has yet to identify our
next spiritual leader does not imply that we did not have qualified applicants, that our community is unattractive or that our
committee was indecisive. Quite the contrary, we met many remarkable men and women who proudly serve Reform
congregations and our candidates repeatedly told us that our synagogue has an impeccable reputation. Each and every rabbi
who visited remarked that the spirit with which they were met by our staff and congregants alike was uniquely warm and
welcoming. As for the search committee, I can assure you that I have never served with such a dedicated, devoted, tireless
group who have our congregation’s best interest always in mind. I will ask you to please understand, simply, that this
happens, each and every year and it is not uncommon for a successful search process to take two years.
The search process is far more complicated than meets the eye. There are many congregations seeking new rabbis and many
rabbis searching for communities, with many different timelines coinciding. Just as we are not merely looking at a checklist
of skills and experiences listed on a resume, the rabbis are not simply considering the congregation itself but a host of
geographical, personal and other factors as they assess the best “fit” not only for them but their families.
At our last meeting we unanimously decided that the best path for our congregation at this time is to rehire Rabbi Barry
Diamond so that he may continue to serve as our interim rabbi for a second year. Rabbi Diamond has been a tremendous
blessing to our community this past year and we are confident that his staying another year will allow us ample time to
complete our search and by this time next year we will have identified our next spiritual leader. We have learned much about
the process and about ourselves this year, and having done so we are in an even better position to conduct the search in the
most efficient manner.
Please know that while we remain in transition, we are not on “pause” mode. With the leadership of Rab-bi Diamond and
Cantor Perper, BHSS will continue growing, praying, learning, doing, supporting and healing each other, our community
and the world. We will continue moving forward and being a
congregation that is a leader within the Reform movement.
Let me end by expressing my overwhelming gratitude to our clergy and staff, those who serve on the search committee, and
all of you who have participated in our process, supported us and entrusted us with this very important task. We ask now for
your continued trust and patience.
May we go from strength to strength…

Jen Cole
Chair, BHSS Rabbinic Search Committee
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Mah Jongg is BACK!
To everyone interested in
playing or learning Mah Jongg:
Mah Jongg will be held on the following dates:
March 5 and 19, and April 2 and 23 at 1 pm
All are welcome. Please let Marilyn Taylor know if you are
coming, and if you can bring a set.
marilyn_taylor15@hotmail.com. Thank you.

GIFT CARDS
Meeting friends at Panera? Sipping Starbucks? Do
you shop at ShopRite, Stop&Shop, Acme or Fairway?
Support BHSS with this easy, ongoing fundraiser by
buying gift cards to use at these and dozens of other
stores and restaurants!
They also make wonderful gifts for teachers,
coaches, birthdays, anniversaries and the
holidays!
Please contact Lisa Lamster at
(lisalams@optonline.net) or 201-760-1935 with any
questions or to order your cards today!

Caring Committee
The Caring Committee has been quite busy making phone
calls and visiting synagogue members who are ill and are in
hospitals or rehabilitation centers. We have several
volunteers who prepare meals that are delivered as needed,
and this committee thanks each contributor for his/her
kindness and generosity.
Along with our Brotherhood volunteers, we have been
providing rides to doctors and Friday night services to
members who are not able to drive. We are, however,
in need of more driving volunteers so we don’t have to turn
anyone down when a request is made. If the Caring
Committee has helped you in the past, and you are a
ble, please try to “pay it forward” to provide help to
fellow members.

Caring Committee members also attend shiva services. It is
very rewarding to see the comfort on the face of the
mourner when a temple member walks in the door to
support the family at their difficult time. We encourage all to
participate in this mitzvah.
If you have any availability and are willing to provide a
service, please contact:
Candy Kassover at candy1951@optonline.net or Laura
Miller at mlctsmiller@verizon.net.
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Passover begins this year with the first seder on April 10.
Many families will also celebrate a second seder on Tuesday night, April 11.
Join your friends at BHSS for a congregational second seder!
Information is located in this issue of Temple Topics. RSVP is a must!

The Four Questions
(or, 1 question and 4 answers!)

?,Ikh¥Kv© kF̈n¦ v¤Zv© vk̈§h«K© v© vB̈T© J¦
§ B vn©
Mah nish’tana halailah hazeh mikol haleilot?
Why is this night different from all other nights?

:vM̈n© IKFª v¤Zv© vk̈§h«K© v© /vM̈nU
© .n¥ j̈ ihk¦ fIt
§ Ub«ẗ ,Ikh¥Kv© kf̈C§ J¤
Sheb’chol haleilot anu och’lin chameitz umatzah. Halailah hazeh kulo matzah:
On all other nights we eat leavened products or matzah. On this night all of it, matzah.

:rIrn̈ v¤Zv© vk̈§h«K© v© /,Ier̈§h rẗJ§ ihk¦ fIt
§ Ub«ẗ ,Ikh¥Kv© kf̈C§ J¤
Sheb’chol haleilot anu och’lin sh’ar y’rakot halailah hazeh maror:
On all other nights we eat all vegetables. On this night bitter herbs.

:ohng̈
¦ p§ hT¥ J§ v¤Zv© vk̈§h«K© v© /,j̈t¤ o©gP«© Ukhp£
¦ t ihkh
¦ C¦ y§ n© Ub«ẗ iht¥ ,Ikh¥Kv© kf̈C§ J¤
Sheb’chol haleilot anu mat’beeleen afilu pa-am echat. Halailah hazeh sh’tei f’amim:
On all other nights, we don’t dip our food even once. On this night we dip twice.

/ihC¦ xª n§ ih¥cU ihc¦ JIh
§ ih¥C ihk¦ fIt
§ Ub«ẗ ,Ikh¥Kv© kf̈C§ J¤
:ihC¦ xª n§ Ub«K̈Fª v¤Zv© vk̈§h«K© v©
Sheb’chol haleilot anu och’lin bein yosh’vin uvein m’subin. Halailah hazeh culanu m’subin.
On all other nights we eat sitting or reclining. On this night we all recline.
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Community Second Night Seder
PASSOVER 2017

Why is tonight different than all other nights?
For the answer to this question and much more
come to the
Beth Haverim Shir Shalom
Community Second Night Seder
April 11, 2017
6:00 pm
Participate in retelling the Passover Story, enjoy
a festive meal and sing your favorite songs.
Children will search for the Afikomen and prizes
will be awarded!
Adults: $40.
Children (under 13 years old): $18.
Please RSVP by March 31, 2017
Beth Haverim Shir Shalom at 201-512-1983.
Your payment will reserve your place.

Our beautiful new space, The Ulam, is available for your next event!!
Are you having a meeting?
A small intimate gathering? Birthday,
Anniversary, Graduation or Extended
Kiddush
Please call the office for more
information on renting out this space.

28

Beth Haverim Shir Shalom Temple Topics

Page 1

Get
Your
Smile
Back!
Ira M. Bernstein, DMD, LLC

Bernstein Smiles

Full Range of Services & Advanced Procedures

• General Dentistry • Cosmetic Dentistry • Invisalign
• Teeth Whitening • Implants
We also offer Botox and Juvederm!
Visit us at our new location in Suffern
with the same great staff you know and love!

www.bernsteinsmiles.com

354473

2 EXECUTIVE BOULEVARD | SUITE 307
SUFFERN, NY 10901 | 845-652-5358

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
16 Wayne Avenue
Suffern, NY 10901
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*
* Lifetime Guarantee**
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* * Free Estimates**
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*
* All Insurance Companies Ac
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*
**
**
*
* State of the Art Equipment*
*
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* * 24 Hour Towing*
**
*
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*
* Rental/Loaner Cars Available*
*
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*
* Repair All Makes & Models**
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ADVERTISE
HERE in TEMPLE TOPICS!
Call the office for info
201-512-1983

N
DA

I EL FA M I L
Y

CHIROPRACTIC
DR. MARC DANIEL • DR. JOSH DANIEL
65 N. Franklin Turnpike
Ramsey, NJ 07446
Office: (201) 934-1166
Fax: (201) 934-8170

LAW OFFICE OF JEFFREY S. LIPKIN
Ɣ General

Litigation
Ɣ Insurance Claims
Disputes
Ɣ Partnership Disputes
Ɣ Employment Disputes
Ɣ Contract Drafting and Disputes
Ɣ Landlord-Tenant Disputes
Ɣ Commercial Litigation/Collection
Ɣ Real Estate Disputes
Ɣ Bad Neighbor Disputes
Ɣ Municipal Court
Ɣ Personal Injury
Ɣ Medical Malpractice
Ɣ Products Liability
Ɣ 20 years of “big firm” experience at affordable rates
Ɣ Business

1000 C Lake St., Ramsey, NJ Ɣ (201) 962-3876
www.jefflipkinlaw.com

Come see us
at our new
location!

875 Route 17 South

Ramsey, NJ 07446

LANDIS

“When People Prefer the Finest”

Painting

Angie’s List Super Service Award winner
7 years in a row!




Owner supervision on site everyday and available via cell phone 7 days a week
Work uninterrupted until job is completed (we do not pull off your job to start another and then return)
2 year warranty on labor and materials  No subcontractors  Daily clean up procedure

Let Landis Painting show you their commitment to top quality work, customer service
and professionalism

Call for your free estimate

201-337-5559

Visit us on the web at www.Landis-Painting.com
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Worship Schedule
Friday, March 3

6:00 pm

Shabbat Evening Family service
Oneg Shabbat Hosts: BHSS Adult B’nei Mitzvah
Birthdays in March will be celebrated
BHSS Adult B’nei Mitzvah
Melissa Cooper, Tim Crouch, Jane Dougan, Melanie Grossman,
Barbara Lacher, Lisa Lamster, Jill Pearlman, Sheryl Thailer & Lia Waitz

Saturday, March 4

10:00 am

Friday, March 10
Saturday, March 11

7:30 pm
10:00 am
7:00 pm

Shabbat Evening service
Shabbat Morning service ~ Eat, Pray, Schmooze
Purim Shpiel ~ Reading of the Megillah

Friday, March 17

7:30 pm

Saturday, March 18

10:00 am

Shabbat Evening service
Oneg Shabbat Hosts: the Weiss family
PJ’s, Milk & Cookie Oneg ~ BHSS Book Fair Browsing
Bar Mitzvah of Jack Weiss

Friday, March 24

7:30 pm

Saturday, March 25

10:00 am

Friday, March 31

7:30 pm

Saturday, April 1

10:00 am

Friday, April 7

6:00 pm

Saturday, April 8

10:00 am

Shabbat Evening Family service
Birthdays in April will be celebrated
Shabbat Morning service

Tuesday, April 11

10:00 am

Passover Festival Service

Friday, April 14
Saturday, April 15

7:30 pm
10:00 am

Shabbat Evening service
Shabbat at the Reservation

Monday, April 17

10:00 am

Passover Festival & Yizkor service

Friday, April 21

7:30 pm

Saturday, April 22

10:00 am

Shabbat Evening service
Oneg Shabbat Host: the Behar family
Bar Mitzvah of Eli Behar

Friday, April 28

7:30 pm

Saturday, April 29

10:00 am

BHSS Sisterhood Shabbat Evening service
Oneg Shabbat Hosts: the Bruckner family & BHSS Sisterhood
Bat Mitzvah of Samantha Bruckner
Shabbat Evening service
Oneg Shabbat Hosts: the DuBroff family
Featuring the BHSS Library Ladies: Taste of Passover
Bat Mitzvah of Gillian DuBroff

Shabbat Evening service
Oneg Shabbat Hosts: the Gold & Darrow families
B’not Mitzvah of Casey Gold & Molly Darrow
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BETH HAVERIM SHIR SHALOM
280 RAMAPO VALLEY ROAD
MAHWAH, NJ 07430
Rabbi Barry Diamond
Cantor David Perper
Rebecca McVeigh, Educator

Sessions of School:
Sundays: March 5, 12, 19, 26 & April 2, 23, 30
Mondays: March 6, 13, 20, 27 & April 3, 24
Tuesdays: March 7, 14, 21, 28, & April 4, 25

Office Closed:
Tuesday, April 11
Monday, April 17

To do in March and April:
• Torah Study ~ Saturdays, beginning at 8:15 am: March 4, 11, 18, 25 & April 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
• Mah jongg ~ All levels welcome! Sundays, March 5 & 19 and April 2 & 23, at 1 pm

?

• Shabbat family services ~ Fridays, March 3 & April 7
• Purim Shpiel & Megillah Reading ~ Saturday, March 11 at 7 pm
• Purim Mini Shpiel & Carnival ~ Sunday, March 12 beginning at 11:30 am
• Wear Your PJs for PJ Shabbat, Milk & Cookie Oneg, Friday, March 17
• Support our school ~ Shop the Book Fair! Sunday, March 19 from 8:30 am to 1 pm,
Monday, March 20 from 3:30 pm to 8:30 pm, & Tuesday, March 21 from 3:30 to 7 pm
• BHSS Sisterhood Shabbat Service ~Friday, March 24 at 7:30 pm
• LLL~ Immerse NYC Transformative Nature of Mikveh ~ Sunday, March 26 at 1 pm
• Sisterhood Miriam Seder ~ March 30, by RSVP only
• Brotherhood Men’s Seder ~ date TBD, by RSVP only
• Taste of Passover ~ Friday, March 31 during Oneg
• BHSS Got Talent Auditions ~ Sunday, March 26 at 1:00 pm ~ Show Sun April 2 at 3 pm
• Passover Second Night Community Seder ~ Tuesday, April 11, by RSVP only
• Yom HaShoah Commemoration ~ Sunday, April 23 at the JCC in Paramus at 4 pm
• BHSSTY Pancake Breakfast ~ Sunday, April 30 7:30-8:45 am
• Sisterhood Fashion Show ~ Sunday, April 30 at 3 pm
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