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Rabbi’s Message

It is remarkable that our country will, once again,
peacefully transfer power between bitter political
opponents. Whether January 20, 2017 is a day of
excitement or fear, on January 21, we will still be left
with a world that is still deeply broken.  Some of us
are concerned about the virulent resurgence of anti-
Semitism, the challenges posed by immigration,
concerns about health care, our ongoing challenge of
racism, the need to protect the vulnerable in our
society and our fundamental need to keep
governmental powers in check. Many of us aspire to
fix our justice system, preserve a free and rigorous
press, or increase employment.  Our concerns or
aspirations range from the international to our local
community.
full article on page 3

Don’t Improve the World Alone 

What brought you to Beth Haverim Shir Shalom for
the first time? Were you looking for a rabbi to
perform your wedding ceremony? Did you want to
enroll your children in religious school? Was your
mother (father) guilting you into providing a Jewish
education for your children? Were you looking for a
spiritual home? Were your friends already members? 

Your answer is as individual as you are. What
brought you here and what keeps you here may be
different but what is the same is the sense of
community that connects each of us.
full article on page 2

President’s Message
It’s all about connections

SAVE THE DATES

Purim Shpiel - 
theme is “Mama Mia and More!” -
Saturday, March 11

Purim Mini Shpiel 
and Carnival - 
Sunday, March 12

Passover - 
Community Second Seder - 
Tuesday night, April 11

B’NEI MITZVOT

Max Myers – January 7
Harris Haber – January 21
Zachary Schlissel – January 21
Alex Fisherman – February 11
Ellie Greenblatt – February 25

THINGS TO DO:

more info on back cover and
throughout issue

Torah Study

Congregational Retreat 

Mah jongg 

Youth Group Creative
Shabbat service

Havdalah & Movie Night

Yoga Shabbat

Havdalah & Healing
Service 

Shabbat Shirah

Alive Inside

Tu BiShvat starts 
erev Friday, February 10
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What brought you to Beth Haverim
Shir Shalom for the first time? Were
you looking for a rabbi to perform

your wedding ceremony? Did you want to enroll your
children in religious school? Was your mother (father)
guilting you into providing a Jewish education for your
children? Were you looking for a spiritual home? Were your
friends already members? 

Your answer is as individual as you are. What brought you
here and what keeps you here may be different but what is the
same is the sense of community that connects each of us.

My focus for 2016-2017 is helping BHSS through this year of
transition as we search for our next settled rabbi. It’s not just
about having a placeholder year. It is about being intentional
about who we are and what is important to us. We have not
put our synagogue life on hold; on the contrary, we still have
a full schedule of Shabbat services, holidays, b’nei mitzvah,
learning opportunities and celebrations. This time has taught
me that we are strong community with many great things to
offer. Rabbinic intern Josh Fixler taught a class on Stories of
Transition in the Bible. We learned that each transition has
an ending, a neutral zone and a beginning. We’re in the
nuetral zone right now, preparing for our beginning. We have
gifted clergy, talented staff, an educator and teachers who
inspire our children and adult learners and hard-working
committed lay leaders. Many of the rabbic candidates have
commented on the warmth of the congregation and the spirit
they can see in our services. We already have innovative
programs that usually only happen at much larger synagogues.
We all love this place and consider it our home and are
committed to keeping that spirit of warmth and welcoming
here for many years to come.

The Search committee, lead by Jen Cole, is made up of a
dedicated group of volunteers, who are working to finding the
best rabbi for BHSS. They represent the diverse demographics
within the congregation from singles to seniors and
everything in between. We even have a high school student to
represent the youth members of BHSS.  They have come
together over many weekends to review resumes, to conduct

interviews via Skype, to meet in person with candidates, and
hosted meals in their homes to help us get to know the rabbis
better. They approach each candidate with thoughtful
consideration.  As you are reading this, the search committee
should be close to identifying finalists. The congregation will
be invited to meet each of the finalists before a
recommendation is made.

I am fortunate to have this team to work with this year. I am
so thankful for their hard work and dedication; together we
are committed to the future of BHSS. 

As we’ve been gathering information about what’s important
to you to preserve at BHSS, a common theme has emerged.
When asked “tell us about a time when BHSS was special to
you” the answers all revolved around the people and making
connections. Many people spoke of the outpouring of support
when they were sitting shiva or when meals were delivered
when someone in their home was sick. It’s in times of need
that we draw near to one another. It is that spirit of
community that we cherish and will keep. 

I look forward to sharing this year with you continuing to
make connections and building relationships here at BHSS. 

l’shalom
Nancy levene

WHAT ARE YOU READING?

A side benefit of interviewing rabbinic candidates 
is gaining a new reading list. I’m now reading 

“How’s Your Faith, An Unlikely Spiritual Journey”

by David Gregory, journalist and former host of
NBC’s Meet the Press.

This book is on many rabbinic reading lists.
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President’s Message
from Nancy Levene

It’s all about connections
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Rabbi’s Message
Rabbi Barry Diamond

It is remarkable that our country will, once again, peacefully
transfer power between bitter political opponents. Whether
January 20, 2017 is a day of excitement or fear, on January
21, we will still be left with a world that is still deeply broken.
Some of us are concerned about the virulent resurgence of
anti-Semitism, the challenges posed by immigration, concerns
about health care, our ongoing challenge of racism, the need
to protect the vulnerable in our society and our fundamental
need to keep governmental powers in check. Many of us
aspire to fix our justice system, preserve a free and rigorous
press, or increase employment.  Our concerns or aspirations
range from the international to our local community.

What do we do with our concerns and our aspirations for our
community and country? We can look to the words of the
great sage, Hillel. Many people know the first part of his
dictum, If I am not for myself, who will be for me. In other
words, we must take care of our interests and concerns
because no one else will.  But it’s the second phrase that could
have two important meanings. Usually we see it translated as
If I am only for myself, what am I? He suggests that we should
also look out for the interests of others as well as for ourselves.
While this is a beautiful and important message, there is also
another legitimate translation: When I am alone, what am I?
We cannot improve our world by ourselves. Clicking “like”
on a Facebook page or sharing a news article will not bring the
changes we want; for that, need to act together.

In our recent news, we can see the benefits of coming
together. Whether or not you agree with the Dakota Access
pipeline, the Standing Rock Sioux tribe did not successfully
block the project alone. They came together with hundreds of
like-minded people to speak their minds and flex their
muscles.  The key word is “together.” When I am alone, what
am I? When we work together and find partners within our
congregation and without, we can multiply our strength and
our ability to improve our world. Our country and
community needs us to step up and come together.

That is why we are coming together
as a congregation to listen to one
another, respectfully and constructively, to find common
areas where we can join forces. These meetings are open to
everyone, regardless of our political stripes.  We are grateful to
Whitney Speer and the members of our Social Action
Committee who are committee who are dedicated to bringing
our congregation together to improve our world. (See
Whitney’s article on page 12 to learn more)

Be on the lookout for these round-table discussions, sign-up
and participate. Why is this the right time to become
involved?  Because, in the words of Hillel, If not now, when.

Don’t Improve the World Alone 

save the dates

Purim Shpiel - 
theme is 

“Mama Mia and More!” - 
Saturday night, March 11

Purim Mini Shpiel 
and Carnival - 

Sunday, March 12

Passover - 
Community Second Seder - 

Tuesday night, April 11
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From the Educator’s Office

Brrrrrr

Since snow is falling as I write, it seemed appropriate to
answer the question: How do we find out if religious school is
cancelled??????  We have a few ways you can get this all-
important information.

First, sign up to get text alerts and/or emails from
www.cancellations.com. As soon as a decision to close school
is made, it is posted there.

An email will go out to the email address that we have in the
school for you. If our emails regularly go to your spam folder,
you will want to make sure you have other avenues to get the
message.

Facebook! If you haven’t already, like BHSS’s official
Facebook page. The school closing announcement will also be
posted there. 

While we no longer run a “phone tree” of calls, the outgoing
message on my phone (option 6) will reflect the cancellation. 
And, last but not least, you can go to the BHSS website and
there should be a main page “slider” (the big photo at the top)
that is changed to the no school announcement.

If you have friends who are not using technology on a day-to-
day basis, please call them just to be sure they know, too.
pleASe NOTe: We make the most reasonable decision we
can, under the circumstances, on whether or not to cancel
school. For Sunday morning classes we try to make this
decision late on Saturday night; for Monday afternoon or
Tuesday afternoon, by 1 p.m. on that day; for Monday night,
by 4 p.m. on the day.

IF YOU ARe NOT SURe AND DeCIDe TO DRIVe TO
BHSS, pleASe lOOK FOR THe YellOW SIGNS ON
THe FRONT AND SCHOOl eNTRANCe DOORS OF
THe SYNAGOGUe AS YOU DRIVe IN, AS THOSe
WIll Be pOSTeD AS SOON AS We CAN MAKe A
DeCISION*

*provided it is safe for us to do so

Speaking of Facebook…

We are in the process of creating a “secret” Facebook page for
parents and teachers in the religious school. You can only be
added by invitation, and anything that is posted there
CANNOT be seen by anyone out in the “greater” Facebook
community. The group cannot be found by a search; and so,
nobody can see who belongs.

We are hoping to use the space to allow you to see photos,
videos, and school news of and about your children that you
may want to share with other school parents, but not by every
person on Facebook!  We hope to add homework assignment
files (by teacher) and welcome your suggestions that will help
us make it a warm, welcoming, and safe space to share the
great things that happen in, and as a result of, our school. Of
course, this page will be among the first places where we will
post school cancellations.

For the time being, you need to “friend request” me (Rebecca
Bernstein McVeigh) on Facebook and I will invite you. please
spread the word – we would love to have as many parents
participating as possible!

Rebecca Bernstein McVeigh
Congregational educator and Religious School principal
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January
Birthdays

Ashley Crystal

Justin Diamond

Gillian DuBroff

Olivia Eisberg

Abby Fein

Hailey Feldman

Shelby Greene

Joshua Heffernan

Noa Kaufman

Samone Kaufman

David Marcovici

Shyia Prizel

Samantha Rowbottom

Adam Sachs

Hazel Schindler

Zachary Schlissel

Sienna Shrier

Ryan Sica

Jayda Simon

Remi Tetefsky

Eli Toomey

Ryan Wolfe

We begin the year with Movie Night and
Havdalah on Saturday, January 28, 2017 at
7:00 p.m. We will be playing Keeping up with
the Steins, a great movie about families trying to outdo each other

with elaborate bar/bat mitzvah
celebrations. It stars Jeremy piven, larry
Miller and the late, great Garry
Marshall. It was made in 2006 and is
rated pG-13. This is a FREE event open
to all in the congregation!!!
Refreshments will be provided too!!!
Instead, we ask that you bring a
donation for the Center for Food
Action.

Cantor’s Corner

Shabbat Shirah 
Sabbath in Song
Friday, February 10, 7:30 pm

Congregations across the country are premiering a new
service by the well-known Jewish composer Michael

Isaacson.  BHSS is one of the temples that 
co-commissioned the new service.

Our fabulous all volunteer Adult Choir, along with Jane
Koch, both of our cantors, rabbis and more will make for

a beautiful and fun evening of music.

Do you love your cantor?  Yes??
Be there!!!
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Candlelighting times:

January 6 – 4:25 pm Vayigash
January 13 – 4:22 pm Vay’chi
January 20 – 4:40 pm Sh’mot
January 27 – 4:49 pm Va’era

2016/2017 BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Interim Rabbi Barry Diamond 214-394-0421 rabbibdiamond@gmail.com
Cantor David perper 201-934-1894 cantorperper@earthlink.net
educator, Rebecca McVeigh 201-512-1983 schoolatbethhav@optonline.net
president, Nancy levene 201-236-6059 nblevene@gmail.com
past president, Jennifer Cole 201-891-2438 thecole6@yahoo.com
Vice president, Corey Mitnick 201-529-5285 cmitnick@gmail.com
Vice president, Doug Wright 201-825-6265 doug@dawrightassociates.com
Treasurer, Mitchell Miller 201-337-4503 mlctsmiller@verizon.net
Asst. Treasurer, Aldine Rostolder 201-252-2823 aldines@hotmail.com
Secretary, Harvey Weinberg 646-364-8417   harvey.weinberg@oliverwyman.com
Trustee, Stacey Coyne 845-368-2830 staceycoy@aol.com
Trustee, Debbie Falkow 201-327-4849 debfalkow@hotmail.com
Trustee, Deborah Klein 201-934-1623 deborah.klein18@gmail.com
Trustee, paul lipson 201-934-7060 lipson123@verizon.net
Trustee, lorriane Orlick 845-369-3896 lormar40@yahoo.com
Trustee, linda Schwartz 845-504-0577 linda.ellman@schwartzhouse.com
Sisterhood Co. pres., lisa lamster 201-760-1935 lisalams@optonline.net
Sisterhood Co. pres., Gail Spencer 201-818-0212 sprucer@aol.com
Brotherhood pres. Jonathan Theodore 917-531-0043 president@bhssbrotherhood.org
Michelle Mitzvah Grp, Chair, Ilyse Smith 201-995-1177 silvercards@aol.com
Dir.of Informal Youth prog, liza Fishman 201-994-5898 lfishmanbhss@gmail.com
Youth Act. Co-ord. Gr. 3-5- Brittany Silverman 201-818-9577 bsilvermanbhss@gmail.com
SR. Youth Group Co-pres. Samantha lamster sammylammy@optonline.net
SR. Youth Group Co-pres. Sarah Miller samiller26@verizon.net

2016/2017 COMMITTEE CHAIRS
BUIlDING & GROUNDS, Jim Dubroff 201-327-7014 jimdubroff@yahoo.com
BUIlDING & GROUNDS, Harris Reinstein 201-652-0898 harrisreinstein@msn.com
CARING, Co Chair, Candy Kassover 201-934-8229 candy1951@optonline.net
CARING, Co Chair, laura Miller 201-337-4503 mlctsmiller@verizon.net
COMMUNICATIONS, lisa lamster 201-760-1935 lisalams@optonline.net
eNDOWMeNT, Chair, Harvey Weinberg 646-364-8417 harvey.weinberg@oliverwyman.com
eDUCATION, lauren einhorn 201-447-7094 laureneinhorn16@gmail.com
lIBRARY, Sheryl Ives 201-794-1017 sjives17@yahoo.com
lIBRARY, Ruth Turner 845-351-5732 rgtt@optonline.net
lIFe lONG leARNING, leslie Sapienza 201-760-8972 sapienz@optonline.net
lIFe lONG leARNING, Beth Dubiel 201-684-0705 dubiels@optonline.net
MeMBeRSHIp, Chair, Stacey Coyne 845-369-3896 staceycoy@aol.com
MUSIC, Chair, Nora Berger 201-703-0132 niberger@aol.com
OUTReACH, Jane Young 201-327-1281 jnapfy@aol.com
RITUAl, Co Chair, Debbie Royal 201-962-3103 dsroyal@optonline.net
RITUAl, Co Chair, Judy Teich 845-512-8506 judy.teich@gmail.com
SOCIAl ACTION, Chair, Whitney Speer 201-825-2441 whitneyspeer@msn.com

February 3 – 4:57 pm Bo
February 10 – 5:06 pm B’shallach
February 17 – 5:14 pm Yitro
February 24 – 5:23 pm Mishpatim

February
Birthdays

Lucien Adler

Ella Arum

Samantha Bruckner

Samuel Cooper

Sydney Edelson

Ava Epstein

Emily Fox

Jonathan Grossman

Ryan Grossman

Tyler Grossman

Benjamin Hoffman

Ryan Hoffman

Sloane Irizarry

Zachary Marano

Noah Rostolder

Felix Schindler

Zachary Selfon

Jack Swerdloff

Noah Wachtel

Adam Weisensel

Natalie Wolfeiler



 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

January Calendar
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February Calendar
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

8 pm           
Adult Choir

6:00 pm Tefilot  
Social Action 
Roundtable   

after services  

BO            
8:15            

Torah Study     
10 am          

Yoga Shabbat    
6 pm        

Havdallah & 
Healing Svce    

9 am FS & 6     
11:30 am     

Group Class     
1 pm Mah Jongg  

2 pm           
Social Action 
Roundtable

4 pm           
School K-3      
4 pm PreK       
6:45 pm 
Kadimah

4 pm School 4/5  
6:30 pm         

Group Class   
7:30 pm Ritual  

7 pm 
Menschmakers 

with Youth 
Singers         
7:30 pm      

Social Action 
Roundtable      

8 pm           
Adult Choir

7:30 pm Tefilot   
Shabbat Shirah 

with Choirs

B'SHALLACH    
8:15            

Torah Study     
10 am          

Alex Fisherman

9 am FS & 6     
11:30 am     

Group Class     
2 pm Film     

"Alive Inside"

4 pm           
School K-3      

6:45 pm 
Kadimah

4 pm School 4/5  
6:30 pm         

Group Class   
7:30 pm         

Exec Comm     
7:30 pm        

MMG mtg 

8 pm           
Adult Choir 7:30 pm Tefilot  

YITRO         
8:15            

Torah Study     
10 am          
Tefilot

NO SCHOOL    
1 pm Mah Jongg NO SCHOOL

NO SCHOOL   
7:30 pm       

Board Mtg

8 pm           
Adult Choir 7:30 pm Tefilot  

MISHPATIM     
8:15            

Torah Study     
10 am          

Ellie Greenblatt

9 am FS & 6     
11:30 am     

Group Class

4 pm           
School K-3      

6:45 pm 
Kadimah

4 pm School 4/5  
6:30 pm         

Group Class   
7:30 pm        

Music Comm. 

    

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28

p
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...will be called to the Torah...

Alex Fisherman – February 11, 2017
lives in Upper Saddle River, New
Jersey. Mother, Amy , Father, eric,
Brother, Dylan, 15 .............. is a 7th
grader at Cavallini Middle School
............ His interests include soccer,

fishing and climbing.  "I would like to
be an inventor and/or entrepreneur.  I

am excited to become a Bar Mitzvah and
share this experience with my friends and family.
For my community service I have been
volunteering at an assisted living facility and
spending time with the elderly playing poker and
working on art projects."

Harris Haber – January 21, 2017
lives in Mahwah, New Jersey.  Mother,
Aimee, Father, Rob .............. is a 7th grader
at Ramapo Ridge Middle School ............
His interests include hockey, golf, baseball,
cooking and music.  “I would like to be

either a professional athlete or work in the
banking industry on Wall Street. I am very

excited and anxious because it is going to be an
important day in my life.  My community service
project consisted of two things.  First, I helped little
kids learn to ice skate at the Ice House in
Hackensack. The other part was making treats for the
animals at the RBARI no-kill animal shelter in
Oakland, New Jersey."

Max Myers – January 7, 2017
lives in Woodcliff lake, New Jersey.
Mother, Jennifer, Father, Jamey, Brother,
Matthew, 14, Sister, eva, 8  ........... is a
7th grader at Woodcliff Middle School
............ His interests include baseball,

basketball, and coin collecting.  "I would
like to be a builder.  I am excited that all of

my hard work is completed. For my
community service I worked with project Nesst,
helped with a food drive, at the YJCC working with
autistic children, and in a nursing home, helping
the elderly.”

Ellie Greenblatt – February 25, 2017
lives in Mahwah, New Jersey. Mother, Nicole
pepper ............ is a 7th grader at Ramapo Ridge
Middle School .................... Her interests include
sports and math.  "I would like to be an engineer
or a math teacher. It’s been a lot of work, but I’m
doing it. Very excited. For my community service
I am helping my mom at her grooming shop."

Zachary Schlissel – January 21, 2017
lives in Airmont , New York.  Mother, Janet,
Father, Andrew, Sister, Carleigh, 14 ............. 
is a 7th grader at Suffern Middle School
............ His interests include helping out at
the fire house with my dad, baseball, playing

with my dog, music, acting and spending time
with family.  "I would like to be a professional

firefighter.  I feel happy and nervous about my Bar
Mitzvah but also grateful to have the love and support of
my friends and family.  For my community service
project, I will continue to volunteer my time and look to
raise funds for our local emergency services, more
specifically our fire department."

Does your family have a 
Bar or Bat Mitzvah coming up? 

In order to be included in the next issue of Temple
Topics, your child’s brief “bio” and photo are due as

follows:

For a March/April date, by February 1

If you need a form, or have any questions, please call
or email to the synagogue.

9
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The Torah commands us to “Remember the stranger, for you
were once strangers in a strange land.” (Deuteronomy 10:19).
Although connecting with strangers and creating community
may be challenging, especially for the shy among us, it is a
Jewish imperative.  each of us has the power to be an inviting
presence. It might stretch us to step outside of our comfort
zone, but when we set aside our fears to greet someone that
we don’t know, we remember that we too have been strangers
in a strange land. And as we make it a habit to genuinely
welcome friends and strangers alike, we make it possible for
today’s strangers to become our new friends of tomorrow.

Among the many responsibilities of the Ritual Committee is
the coordination of our Shabbat Greeter program. each
week, we rely on our fellow congregants to help our
community to fulfill this mitzvah by welcoming all those who
come through the synagogue doors to celebrate Shabbat. 

If you’re wondering why it really matters, consider this….

A number of years ago, my partner and I decided to attend a
Shabbat service in another county, near where we were living
at the time. No one greeted us when we entered the building
for services. We felt a little awkward, but that didn’t stop us.
The seating was arranged in a semi-circle, so throughout the
service, we couldn’t help but make eye contact with just about
every congregant in the room. We sat in a row by ourselves.
We happily sang along with the choir and the congregation
through the entire service…after all, I’m a proud member of
the BHSS adult choir, and we both love to sing. I’m sure
there wasn’t a person in that room who didn’t notice the two
strangers worshipping in their midst.

We were eagerly anticipating the Oneg…and not just for the
nosh! We were new in town, and besides wanting to find a
place to worship on occasion when the trip up to BHSS felt
like too much of a schlep, we were hoping to make some new
friends. In my experience, the synagogue community had

always been a great place for friendships to grow.

Sadly, not one person came up to us at the Oneg that
evening. After about 15 minutes of standing there awkwardly
and growing more and more uncomfortable, my partner
walked up to someone and introduced herself, and then that
person introduced us to the rabbi. The truth is, at that point,
it didn’t matter. even if the rabbi had been the most inspiring
rabbi we had ever met (which he wasn’t), we knew that we
would not be returning to that synagogue. We simply didn’t
feel welcome.

At Beth Haverim Shir Shalom, we truly pride ourselves on
being a “warm and welcoming” congregation. We have
wonderful clergy and staff. Our facility is beautiful. We offer
a variety of interesting programs for congregants of all ages
and life stages. We have a vibrant and engaging religious
school, inspiring worship experiences…and lots of nosh.
Most importantly, we are a warm and welcoming
congregation because of the people who create a deep sense of
community through our commitment and our actions.

As we begin 2017, please consider volunteering to serve as a
greeter for a Shabbat evening service. It’s a simple way to
continue our tradition of making everyone feel welcome in
our community. It’s fun, it’s easy, and who knows…you
might even make a new friend! 

It is through each of our willingness to serve our community
that we truly embody the spirit of our "house of friends." And
it is through service that our lives are enriched as we grow
more connected to one another as well as to the community
as a whole. 

Warm wishes for a Happy New Year….

Debbie Royal
Ritual Committee Co-Chair

Ritual Committee 



Hello everyone! Welcome to 2017 Music Style! 

We begin the year with Movie Night and Havdalah on
Saturday, January 28, 2017 at 7:00 pm. We will be playing
Keeping up with the Steins, a great movie about families
trying to outdo each other with elaborate bar/bat mitzvah
celebrations. It stars Jeremy piven, larry Miller and the late,
great Garry Marshall. It was made in 2006 and is
rated pG-13. This is a FREE event open to all in the
congregation!!! Refreshments will be provided too!!!
Instead, we ask that you bring a donation for the
Center for Food Action. The winter after the
holidays is especially hard and they need our
continued support.

February brings a favorite service of the year. Shabbat
Shirah is scheduled for Friday, February 10, 2017
at 7:30 pm. Come celebrate the Song of the Sea with
Cantor perper and the choirs. This year new music
will be performed. It will truly be joyous!

Our second program in February is also a movie on
Sunday, February 12, 2017 at 2:00 pm in the social
hall called Alive Inside. It is a touching movie about
the effects music has on elderly dementia patients
who are residents in a nursing home and are non-
responsive to the “real world.” Refreshments and a
discussion will follow. This program is open to the
community.

Our monthly meetings take place at the synagogue
every fourth Tuesday of the month at 7:30 p.m. If
you are interested in joining the Adult Choir, please
contact Cantor perper.  He is always looking for new
voices. Knowledge of Hebrew or music is not a
requirement, but a willingness to learn and
dedication are. We would love to have you! And for
the parents of kids who are in 3rd grade or older who
want to sing with the Youth Singers, please contact
lisa lamster.  She is our “Choir Mom” and can be
reached at lisalams@optonline.net for more
information. 

Our year consists of favorite programs you’ve come to know
and love. Do you have suggestions for what you would like to
see or hear? email me any time at niberger@aol.com and let’s
chat!  

Musically yours,
Nora Berger

11
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In his article on page 3 of this issue of Temple Topics, Rabbi
Diamond speaks of coming together to make the world a
better place. The role of the Social Action committee is to
bring the congregation together for the sake of Tikkun Olam,
improving our world.  First, we must understand your ideas
of what to improve (local, national, and worldwide), so we
can select areas of common concern upon which we can take
action. In this way, we move from your individual issues to
our shared issues.

We are calling this stage of listening and deciding: 
Tikkun Olam Roundtables: Making Our World Better
Together.

These roundtables are an essential step towards setting the
Social Action agenda at Beth Haverim Shir Shalom.  

We invite you to add your voice.  Once we have heard you,
the Social Action Committee will find common themes, reach

out to those people interested in those areas and begin to take
action. 

The Tikkun Olam Roundtables: Making Our World Better
Together will take place:

• Saturday, January 15, 2017 during the free-time at the 
Congregational Retreat

• Friday, February 3, 2017 at 7:00 p.m., following our 
early Shabbat service

• Sunday, February 5, 2017 at 2:00 p.m.
• Wednesday, February 8, 2017 at 7:30 p.m.

We want to hear your voice!  If you can, please let lisa
Barrack in the temple office know when you will attend,
(201) 512-1983 or bethhaverim@optonline.net.

-Whitney Speer, Chair, Social Action Committee

Social Action Committee

Condolences
to Stacey Coyne on the death of her brother, lon Steinman
to Debbie Falkow on the death of her sister, Rachel Kaplan
to Andrew Schlissel on the death of his father, Norman Schlissel
to Lisa Bialer, on the death of her mother, Mattie Bialer
to Dennis Gralla, on the death of his mother, Shirley Gralla
to Lance Millman, on the death of his mother, Roslyn Millman
to Patricia Lieberman on the death of her husband, and to lori Mabry on the death of her father, Jess lieberman 
to Phyllis Simon, on the death of her husband, Stuart Simon
to Janet Moskowitz, on the death of her husband Mark Moskowitz
to Jon Grossman on the death of his father, Fred Grossman

Good&Welfare
from & for the congregation

Mazal Tov
to Mark & Mimi Rosengarten on the marriage of their son Michael to Jennifer Weintraub
to Jane & Mark Young on the birth of their granddaughter, Zoe Juliette Susanne

Special Thanks
to Emily Schuman for her wonderful project to beautify our Sukkah!

Welcome New Members!
David & Ida Bendayan and family, Suffern, NY

R’fuah Sh’leimah
(For a Full and Speedy Recovery)

Terri Coffel

Beth Wiesner

Beth Haverim Shir Shalom  Temple Topics
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Lifelong Learning Committee

Friends,

On behalf of the BHSS Rabbinic Search Committee, I’d like
to begin by thanking everyone who took the time to
participate in the online rabbinic survey and the rabbinic
roundtable discussions that were held throughout the fall.
Both the survey and the meetings yielded meaningful
information and we are grateful to have heard from so many
of you. please know that the information you provided has
informed our decision-making thus far and will continue to
guide us as we move deeper into the search process to find the
next settled rabbi of Beth Haverim Shir Shalom. 

We are very fortunate to have received 29 resumes from rabbis
expressing interest in being the next senior rabbi of Beth
Haverim Shir Shalom. After months of reviewing resumes
and personal statements, and virtually “meeting” interested
applicants via SKYpe, our committee has invited a number of
candidates for onsite interviews. These rabbis were selected
because of their impressive experience, rapport with the
Search Committee and compatibility with our congregation’s
values and vision as expressed by our community in the survey
and roundtable discussions.  

During the initial on-site interviews, the rabbis' visits are brief
yet exceedingly busy. The visits typically include an
opportunity to meet individually with each of our staff
members, a formal interview with the Search Committee, and

time to share meals together. Additionally, the rabbis may be
asked to conduct a learning session with groups of adult
and/or youth learners. 

We are now finishing up with the initial visits and are in the
process of narrowing the field even further by identifying
those finalists who we believe are the best “fit” for BHSS and
as such are worthy of serious consideration. As rabbis return
for second and third visits, there will be opportunities for the
broader congregation to meet the finalists. please stay tuned
for notices regarding these opportunities and if you are in the
building when a candidate is visiting, please take the time to
say hello and extend the warm and welcoming atmosphere for
which our community is known.

We will continue to provide updates, but if you have
questions or thoughts please don’t hesitate to reach out. please
know that we are as excited to introduce our congregation to
the candidates as you are to meet them, and we are working
through the process expeditiously yet with the care and due
diligence that is necessary for this sacred work.

We expect to finalize our recommendation to the Board of
Trustees in early 2017. As always, if you have questions or
thoughts, don’t hesitate to reach out.

-Jen Cole, BHSS Rabbi Search Committee

Rabbinic Search Committee

Transitions & Transformations

In late October and early November, about 15 of
us gathered with rabbinic intern Josh Fixler for his
class “Stories of Transitions in the Bible”.  I think
everyone in the class would agree that there was a
lot of shared discussion on stories of transition in
our own lives as well as examining some familiar
Bible stories such as the Jews crossing the Red 
Sea and Abraham’s Covenant with God through a
new lens.

We started with the premise that all transitions are 
composed of 3 phases:

1. An Ending: the difficult process of letting go of an old situation
2. A Neutral Zone: suffering through the confusing nowhere 

in-betweenness,
3. A New Beginning: launching forth again in a new situation.

How we experience transition is unique to each of us but it is an
experience we are all sure to have at some point.  

It was a great class and many thanks to Josh for being our teacher!

leslie Sapienza
lifelong learning Chair
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Happy New Year from your BHSS Sisterhood!   Now that the
frenzy of the holiday season is behind us, it’s time to take a
moment to reflect on our busy fall, and another to look
forward to the future. Though it may be winter, warmth still
abounds at Sisterhood.

We had a wonderful time at our paint with/without a partner
event on November 20. Thirty-two of us enjoyed drinks and
snacks, made beautiful (well, mostly) artwork, and, as usual,
did good while we do well: our event supported the
Tomorrow’s Children’s Fund. 

We want to thank everyone at BHSS who turned out with
their friends and family to support our Goods and Services
Auction on December 10. As promised, it was an evening to
remember—thanks to our fantastic emcees, Ranan Wichler,
Harvey Weinberg and Michelle Sherry and to all our
volunteers, young and not-so-young, who made the evening
a rollicking success!  Your enthusiasm allows Sisterhood to
work its magic year in and year out.  We couldn’t do it
without your help!  

Of course, it wouldn’t have been the Chanukkah season
without our annual cocktail party. We thank hostess
extraordinaire, Sheryl Thailer, for opening her house to us
again on December 17.  There’s nothing like sitting in front
of her fire, schmoozing and laughing with our friends!

Watch for information about our next events:  On January
31, we will be sponsoring a program for Rosh Chodesh. Rosh
Chodesh is the celebration of the new moon, and is
traditionally a women’s holiday, often centering around
discussion of issues important to women. Come learn about
the meaning of Rosh Chodesh with master educator Sharon
Halper.  All current and prospective Sisterhood members are
welcome, and there is no charge for this great event. 

Want to work off some of that winter weight? Or just feeling
the need to exercise without freezing?  Come shake out the
winter blahs on March 5 at Belly Dancing Night at BHSS!

Watch your weekly e-mails and the BHSS website for more
information about these events, as well as our Fashion Show,
Miriam Seder and Dine-Around, coming later in the spring. 

Congratulations to our own Stacey Coyne, on her new
position with WRJ: another BHSS member making an
impact on the larger community.

As we go through the year, Sisterhood will continue to
collaborate with Brotherhood, lifelong learning, Social
Action and other committees to serve and enhance BHSS, the
Jewish people, and our communities. please help us help—
come out to Sisterhood with your ideas, your inspiration and
your leadership. New members and new endeavors are always
welcome!

Stay warm, and see you at Sisterhood!

Gail Spencer, Co-president sprucer@aol.com
lisa lamster, Co-president lisalams@optonline.net

Sisterhood News

So many choices!
Our amazing auctioneers - Harvey Weinberg, Ranan Wichler,
and Michelle Sherry
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Michelle Mitzvah Group 

The Michelle Mitzvah Group is keeping busy by continuing
to serve the greater community at large, all while having a
little fun in the process. 

Mitzvah Day was a great success as we collected and sorted
clothes to be given to young children at Oasis. That same day,
we held our ipad raffle to benefit the Michelle Mitzvah
Scholarship Fund. The lucky winner was none other than
Mona Ruocco. 

For the Thanksgiving holiday, we delivered 30 turkeys to the
Good Shepherd Mission in paterson, NJ. A big Thank You
goes to Fossil Farms of Boonton who graciously donated the
turkeys. Here is a picture
of yours truly, Steven
Simon, helping out with
the delivery (photo credit
by Marc Applebaum). 

December 14, we
sponsored lunch at Oasis
for the lunches for love
program. 

please join us on Martin
luther King Day, January
16, as we will be cooking
up meals at the temple to
be delivered to the local
soup kitchen and food
pantries. 

We continue to provide
meals for the Sunday lunch program at the Christ episcopal
Church of Ramapo, located in Suffern, NY. The schedule is
now available. please contact Steven Simon at
steveoum@verizon.net or call 201 788-6755 if you would like
to participate.

With all of the good work we do, some may not be aware of
who we are and our mission. 

The Michelle Group was formed as a living memorial to

honor one of the children in the temple community who died
as a result of leukemia. Actions of the Michelle Mitzvah are
primarily for the benefit of youth, both within the temple and
in the greater community at large. As one temple member
said “We feel that we are living the Jewish teachings and
giving substance to the commandments by performing the
commands given by God. These are not suggestions; as Jews
we are commanded to 

1. Visit the sick     
2. Feed the hungry     
3. Welcome the stranger     
4. Do justice     
5. let no one go without shelter  

We support with our hands-on efforts, food pantries,
soup kitchens, and clothing for the poor, and have
awarded many scholarships to students at eastside
High School. We have actively participated in the
lifesaving efforts of the Gift of life program, which
has directly resulted in several successful transplants. 

Our next meeting will be Tuesday, January 10 at
7:30 p.m. at the temple. If you have any questions
about the Michelle Mitzvah Group, please contact
one of our co-presidents Steven Simon at
steveoum@verizon.net or Ilyse Smith at
mmgbhss@gmail.com
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Contributions

Life Fund:

to Rich Berens and family, in memory of Gloria Berens
-Barbara & Charles Burghardt

to the Groskins, in honor of their grandson Jacob 
on his Bar Mitzvah! -Ruth & Stu Turner

-the Library Ladies

in memory of Anneliese Schott -Sheri & Allan Schott

in commemoration of family yahrzeits
-Karen & Bruce Silverman

to Debbie Falkow and family, in memory of 
your sister Rachel Kaplan -Ilyse & Floyd Smith

-Sheryl Thailer

in memory of  Claire Novak -Laurie & Marc Daniel

to Dennis Gralla and family in memory of Shirley Gralla
-Laurin & Adam Steiger

-Marci & Harvey Weinberg

in memory of  Milton Weiner -Shelley & Gary Bettman

in memory of Howard Bettman - Shelley & Gary Bettman

in memory of  eleanor Weiner - Shelley & Gary Bettman

in memory of Moritz Schott -Sheri & Allan Schott

in memory of David Zahn -Pearl & Bob Meyers

in memory of Milt Zahn - Pearl & Bob Meyers

in memory of Allan eisenstein -Paula Tenenbaum

in memory of Sol pincus -Sandy & Newt Parks

in memory of Richard Silverman -Judy & John Neuman

in memory of Norman Novak -Laurie & Marc Daniel

to Stacey Coyne and family, in memory of  
your brother lon Steinman -Alison & Norman Axelrod

- Marci & Harvey Weinberg

to The Groskins in memory of Sylvia Groskin
-the Library Ladies

-Lynn & Michael Zall
-Sue-Ellen & Ron Johnson

-Linda & David Scheft

in commemoration of Morris Goodman’s Yarhzeit
-Carole Goodman
-Sheryl Thailer

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

with thanks and appreciation
-Barbara & Ronald Moskowitz

in honor of Heather Romoff  becoming a Bat Mitzvah
-Rhoda & Marty Lonow

with thanks and in honor of Betsy’s Bat Mitzvah
-Linda & David Schwartz

with thanks and in honor of Owen becoming a Bar Mitzvah
-Beverly & Harlan York

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund

to Rich Berens and family in memory of Gloria Berens
-Gail & Al Schlosser

Just Because! -the Theodore family

to Jackie lowenfels, for the awesome work she does and an
unforgettable birthday party! -the Theodore family

with great appreciation and in memory of Andrew Fisher
-Estelle, Judy & Janice

in honor of Heather Romoff  becoming a Bat Mitzvah
-Rhoda & Marty Lonow

with thanks and in honor of Betsy’s Bat Mitzvah
-Linda & David Schwartz

with thanks and in honor of Owen becoming a Bar Mitzvah
-Beverly & Harlan York
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Contributions

to Stacey Coyne and family- in memory of 
your brother, lon Steinman -Allan & Sheri Schott

Educators Discretionary Fund

with thanks and in honor of Betsy’s Bat Mitzvah
-Linda & David Schwartz

to Frank Sandy, in loving memory of edie
-Irma & Joel Becker

Ramapo Bergen Animal Refuge
Given by their families in honor of the following simchas:

Bar Mitzvah of Jed Katz
Bat Mitzvah of eliya Rostolder
Bat Mitzvah of Robin Falkow

Center for Food Action
Given by their families in honor of the following simchas:

Bar Mitzvah of Jed Katz
Bat Mitzvah of Ally Green

Jewish Family Services of Rockland
Given by their families in honor of the following simchas:

Bar Mitzvah of Jonathan Moskowitz
Bat Mitzvah of Betsy Schwartz
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Shalom Brothers and Sisters of the ‘hood! 

2016 ended with some excellent and successful events.  We
had our first ever comedy night, hosted by our own Abe
Holtzman, an excellent fall bike ride through the Heritage
Trail in Monroe, NY and a fantastic holiday party.  Some of
the dates had changed due to scheduling needs, but this does
happen from time to time.  The comedy night was a big
success – and though we will most likely change the venue, we
will make this an annual occurrence.  The bike ride was a big
success as well.  Though the weather was cold, we happily
offered hot cider, hot chocolate and donuts to keep us warm! 

Our membership is, indeed growing. With an influx of new
members and renewed interest in our activities, we are happy
to offer more and more events, get-togethers, and co-
sponsored events so we can appeal to as many people as
possible. For those of us who do not know us yet, let me
introduce us.  

We are Brotherhood 2.0. We are a social action, community
support organization within the Beth Haverim Shir Shalom
family. Our presence is to offer social activities as well as
provide an outlet and a support system for all members of the
congregation and the community at large. We support the
Suffern Soup Kitchen, we run an annual coat drive, we offer
support to the youth groups, Sisterhood, Caring Committee
and others who need rallying of troops for the greater good.
We also hold monthly dinner meetings and monthly
breakfast meetings for brotherhood members and friends to
come out, break bread, chat and discuss issues at hand or to

just have a good time, going out with friends. We have our
annual happenings – Suite at the Rockland Boulders, Spring
bike ride (and now Fall as well), passover wine sale, men’s
Seder, Holiday/Chanukkah party and now, annual comedy
night.  

So, what do we do with our dues? 

Our annual dues pay for B’nei Mitzvah gifts of kiddush cups,
food for various cooking events – kickoff BBQ, purim
Carnival, New Member BBQ, and several others. We also
build and maintain the sukkah for our congregation, and
subsidize many shared events.  

Brotherhood is looking for active members. If you’re
interested in being part of something greater than yourself…if
you’re looking to make new friends, and to make a difference
in your synagogue and in your community, then come and
check us out. Come to an event, participate in a board
meeting, lead an event! 2017 will bring many new changes
within our congregation and in our organization…come and
be a part of the change!

For the first quarter of 2017, please keep an eye out for
announcements, flyers, emails, Facebook and 

passover Wine Sale beginning in January
Intergenerational Retreat – January 13-15
Dinner and Drinks at Growler & Gill
Dinner at Allendale Bar & Grill
…and don’t forget our Brotherhood Raps!

Brotherhood 2.0

Happy New Year from the education Committee! We hope you all 
had a wonderful and relaxing Chanukkah and New Year. 

You may be wondering where our annual book fair was this year. 
Well, it's coming!!! Come preview the books Friday, March 17. 
Then come buy your favorite titles Sunday-Tuesday, March 19-21!

As always, if you have any questions, concerns, or interest in joining the BHSS
education Committee, please contact lauren einhorn at laureneinhorn16@gmail.com. 

Education Committee

Beth Haverim Shir Shalom  Temple Topics
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Recently, a temple member approached us with very kind
words. Our library, she said, is really crammed with good
reading material for all ages, including the very young. We
library ladies could not agree more. We just wish more
congregants found their way to the library. Remember, there
are plenty of ways to find interesting books. Just check out the
weekly email and Temple Topics to select a perfect read. 

Speaking of books for the very young, have you participated
in the pJ library program?  A unique program, pJ library
sends out free Jewish children's books and music of the finest
quality to your families monthly by subscription. Once
enrolled, the family is automatically renewed for the second
year. Books are perfect for the very young up to about 8 years.
Our library receives books including books that highlight
holidays.  Notable among them is The Cricket and the Ant, A
Shabbat Story by Naomi Ben-Gur. A fun-loving cricket
neglects her Shabbat tasks while the industrious ant does hers.
However, Cricket surprises her by coming to the rescue just
in time to save her Shabbat celebration. This lovely rhyming

tale with colorful illustrations of orange and red hues brings
warmth to the story. Remember you can make the pJ library
part of your family conversations.

Let There Be Water by Seth Siegel is the 2016-17 One Book
One Community pick. Through intense research, the author
illustrates how Israel can serve as a model for the United
States and other countries showing how to avoid and prevent
the worst of future water disasters.  Surely, this nonfiction
study would be helpful reading as we all have felt the effects
of this summer’s lack of adequate rain, and realize how
precious a resource water is. As most of you know, being a
part of One Book One Community involves creating a
program relating to Siegel’s emphasis on water.  Sifriyah is in
the process of developing a program to collect and provide
new water bottles for folks at Oasis: A Haven for Women and
Children. We are in the planning stages right now, but we are
excited to build and to foster water conservation. Stay tuned
as we mature our program, and please be ready to support our
cause with your own new water bottle donations.

From the Sifriyah

Brittany Silverman
Youth Activities Coordinator,
Grades 3 – 5

Youth Programming

please join the Menschmakers
for the following upcoming
events: 

January 18- Ice Cream and
Movie event with the Junior
Youth Group 

February 8- Sing with Cantor
and The BHSS Youth SingersLiza Fishman

Director of Informal Youth
Programming
Grades 6-12

Thank you to everyone who
supported our spaghetti
dinner!  We were able to
donate over $200 to Oasis -
A Haven for Women and
Children.  Join us at our
Creative Service on Friday,
January 27, 2017 and mark
your calendars for the purim
Carnival on March 12!

The Senior Youth Board
rocked the bake saleat
the Sisterhood Goods
and Services auction!



20

January Yahrzeits 

Mark Abramson

Herman Ackerman

Leah Adlman

Norman Arkawy

Donna Barrack

Esther Bernstein

David Bleiberg

Edward Bondy

Khana Boroda

Rose Brandenstein

Claire Brender

Ronald Brenner

Vincent Brunhard

Gerald Deforest Crouch

Ruth Doblin

Florence Eichner

Sophie Eisenstein

Willim Eisenstein

Robert Estrin

Julia Fihrer

Lawrence Flon

Walter Fondiller

Grete Friedman

Leslie Friedman

Miriam Gebrowitz

Stephen Gershengorn

Esther Goodman-Zaslow

Ely Gordon

Regina Gunther

Aaron Hall

Nathan Hieger

Jacob Israel

Shirley Jacobs

Phoebe Jaffe

Paul Kirshman

Minnie Klaskow

Gerald Klein

Sarah Knox

Libby Kovar

Sylvia Lacher

Dr. Theodore Leibman

Harry Litman

Thelma Litman

Sophie Livingston

Hanns Lowenbach

Dody Magaziner

Vali Manzon

Celia Meyers

Jay Meyers

Jodi Monash

Milton Nachinson

Hilda Opell

Amalia Pavlovec

Marianne Perten

Benjamin Rabin

Paul Roizen

Samuel Rosenzweig

Eileen Schachter

Selman Schechter

Mildred Schiff

Sheldon Schuman

Ruth Friedman Seager

Sam Segal

Sydney L. Seiler

Ralph Sheppard

Bea Sherman

Milton Sitomer

Benard Smolinsky

Ariel Soriano

Edward Spencer

Todd Spencer

Eva Stedman

Judith Steinman

Louis Sternberg

Jacob Superfin

Sumner Victor

Eddie Wachtel

Joseph Wagner

Lillian Weiner

Jeffrey Weisenfeld

Sondra Wells

Karl Wildman

Bob Witt

Jeremy Zall

Mark Zavist

Center for Food Action 
is looking for the following types 

of donations during the year: 

January - Pasta and Mac & Cheese
February - Soup

March - Peanut Butter & Jelly
April - Cereal & Pancake Mix

May - Canned Meat/Fish

Items can be brought to the
synagogue and placed in the
baskets in the front lobby or
inside the school entrance.

Beth Haverim Shir Shalom  Temple Topics
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February Yahrzeits 

Ellen Abrams

Lena Bendalin

Irene Bernstein

Samuel Bornstein

Alice Brickman

Myron Buchalter

Gary Coffel

Fredel Cohen

Howard Cole

Betty Coyne

Margarita Coyne

Linda Feuchtbaum

Alter Gebrowitz

Berdie Gelfenbein

Betty Winkler Gluck

Irving Glucoft

Alvin Goldberg

Mitch Goldman

William Goldstein

Reuben Gruber

Elsie Gurian

Anna Heffler

Max Heffler

Ira Hieger

Roy Israel

Paul Jeanette

Janice Kaplan

Paula Kaplan

Gloria Kirshner

Seymour Landau

Jack Lazar

Billye Levine

Thelma Levitt

Marvin Levy

Miriam Lichtenfeld

Pinchas Lipson

Jeane Lisk

Irving Mallow

Noah Mandel

Sylvia Mandel

George Mendelsohn

Gloria Mendelsohn

Murray Miller

Harold Millman

Nancy Morgan

Dorothy Nachinson

Irwin Orshalick

George S. Paris

Jardena Pavlovec

Herb Portnoy

Betty Resnick

Melvyn Romoff

Leo Rosengarten

Mollie Rosenzweig

Jack Roth

Samuel Roth

David Saltzman

Joel Sankel

Harry Sault

Rona Schick

Sol Schlosser

Robert Schuman

Beverly Schwartz

Morris Schwartz

Arthur Sherry

Irving Silver

Margo Simmons

Julius Slavin

Marilyn Solomon

Betty Spivack

Susan Stern

Samuel Surkes

Edward Tapp

Walter Wallison

Jeffrey Wein

Jacob Weinberg

Herman Weissman

Ruth Whitman

Jacob Widman

Nathan Widman

Betty Wildman

Harry Zall

Leonard Zinn

Mah Jongg is BACK!
To everyone interested in 

playing or learning Mah Jongg:

Mah Jongg will be held on the following dates: 
Jan. 8 & 22, and Feb 5 & 19, at 1 pm

All are welcome. Please let Marilyn Taylor know if you are
coming, and if you can bring a set.

marilyn_taylor15@hotmail.com. Thank you.



edward Klaskow -Stephanie & Lee Klaskow

esther lonow, Rosa and 
Harold Weinberg -Rhoda & Marty Lonow
Flora lefkowitz Marsa -Denise Marsa
Francis and louis Schulman -Lisa & Jack Schulman
Gideon Shacknai -Marcelle Schacknai
Gloria Krieger -Ann Scarola
George Orlick, Stanley and Rona Schick

-Lorraine & Marc Orlick
Irving Goodman -Carole Goodman
Irving pesin, ethel pesin, George Moss, 
esther Moss, Beatrice lerner Moss, 
Sarah Blacker and Victor levy -Barbara & Phil Moss
Irwin and loretta Becker, Mende and phoebe Jaffe

-Irma & Joel Becker
Irwin Orshalick -Claire Orshalick
Janice and William Kaplan, Adele Axelrod

-Alison & Norman Axelrod
Jeremy Zall, Irv Frank, Sarah Zall, 
Harry Zall -Lynn & Michael Zall
Jerome Weinberg, Saundra Arons

-Marci & Harvey Weinberg

leah and eugene Reinstein, Howard Weinberg, 
estelle and Jack Weinberg -Susan & Harris Reinstein
lillian, Harry and George Sault, 
philip and Julia Simon -Jane & Jan Simon
lois Fasanaro -Ellen Fasanaro
Michael Smith -Janice Smith
Miriam Alter Gerbrowitz -Mimi & Mark Rosengarten
phyllis and Victor Cohen -Dorothy & Michael Cohen
Seymour Oventhal -Joanne Oventhal
Simon and Blanche Seidner, Harry and 
Florence Gordon, Diane Molz -Ann & Barry Seidner
Sondra Wells, Stanley Wells -Robin & Barry Cassell
Sylvia Barish Groskin -Sheila & Larry Groskin
Theodore leibman -Tara & Marc Leibman
Todd Spencer, edward Spencer, 
Frank Nathanson, Jodi lyons -Gail & Daryl Spencer
Vernon Maurice Taylor, 
leon and Dorothy Auerbach -Marilyn Taylor
William Goldstein -Deena & Scott Goldstein
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Yizkor Appeal
in memory of

The Caring Committee has been quite busy making phone
calls and visiting synagogue members who are ill and are in
hospitals or rehabilitation centers. We have several
volunteers who prepare meals that are delivered as needed,
and this committee thanks each contributor for his/her
kindness and generosity.

Along with our Brotherhood volunteers, we have been
providing rides to doctors and Friday night services to
members who are not able to drive. We are, however, 
in need of more driving volunteers so we don’t have to turn
anyone down when a request is made. If the Caring
Committee has helped you in the past, and you are a
ble, please try to “pay it forward” to provide help to 
fellow members.  

Caring Committee members also attend shiva services. It is
very rewarding to see the comfort on the face of the
mourner when a temple member walks in the door to
support the family at their difficult time. We encourage all to
participate in this mitzvah.

If you have any availability and are willing to provide a
service, please contact: 

Candy Kassover at candy1951@optonline.net or Laura
Miller at mlctsmiller@verizon.net.

Caring Committee



23

High Holy Day Appeal

Maxine & Howard Abner

Sarah & David Adelson

Anonymous

Sandra & Bill Arlington

Alison & Norman Axelrod

Allan Becker

Irma & Joel Becker

elyse & Joseph Berman

Shelley & Gary Bettman

elena & Alan Blankman

Barbara & Charles Burghardt

Robin & Barry Cassell

Karen & George Charne

Dorothy & Michael Cohen

liz & Rick Cohen

Robert Cohen

Jacqueline & Melvin Cohn

Jennifer & Matthew Cole

Glynnis Conyer

Melissa & Herbert Cooper

Stacey & Ian Coyne

Carol & David Diamant

Arlene Duglin

ellen Fasanaro

Susie & Jon Fein

Amy & eric Fisherman

erica & Joshua Fox

Renee & Gary Garbus

lauren & Brian Gershengorn

Michelle & Adam Gilbert

Deena & Scott Goldstein

Carole Goodman

Martin Gordon & leona Wayser

leonard Greer

Sheila & larry Groskin

Marilyn & Irwin Haberman

Julie & Marc Irizarry

Sheryl & Joel Ives

Janet Burton

Sandi & Robert Jeanette

Sue-ellen & Ron Johnson

linda & Richard Kaplan

Candy & Michael Kassover

ethel & Stuart Kirshner

Deborah & Jeffrey Klein

Beth & lance Kovar

Barbara lacher & Antoslav Vlahovic

Tara & Marc leibman

Kathy & peter liebmann

Claire & paul lipson

Suzanne & Jonathan lynn

Rebecca & Rod McVeigh

phyllis & Bruce Meller

pearl & Bob Meyers

Marilyn & Stanley Moser

Barbara & Ronald Moskowitz

Barbara & phil Moss

lorraine & Marc Orlick

Joanne Oventhal

Sandra & Newt parks

Melissa & Jay peller

Nicole pepper

Randy & Glenn popowitz

Susan & David price

Marissa & Barry Romoff
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Beth Haverim Shir Shalom  Temple Topics

Eternal Lights Burns Bright After 18 years
18 years of kindness 
18 years of generosity and tzedakah
18 years of sowing the seeds of Beth Haverim Shir Shalom so it may continue to thrive
18 years of raising over $400,000 to benefit all our congregants 
18 years of old friends meeting new friends all whom have a common goal to support our Jewish community
18 years of eternal lights

On November 17 once again a group of caring and generous people met for an evening of conversation and laughter, all the
while strengthening the backbone of our synagogue. There are many hardworking, dedicated congregants at BHSS and
eternal lights is another opportunity for many to go the extra mile in supporting our Jewish community. 

It was an honor to have been asked to once again chair eternal lights and our thanks and appreciation goes to all who
attended and to those who continue to support our synagogue.  Thank you for all you have done the past 18 years, all that
you do and hopefully for all you will continue to do. We hope you will join us again next year as eternal lights will
continue to burn bright for our congregation. 

L' Chayim, To life to Beth Haverim Shir Shalom - our House of Friends and our Song of peace.

With warmest thanks,

Deborah Klein, Chairperson

Thank You to the Supporters of the Eternal Lights Dinner 2016
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Our beautiful new space, The Ulam, is available for your next event!!

Are you having a meeting?
A small intimate gathering?  Birthday,
Anniversary, Graduation or Extended
Kiddush

please call the office for more
information on renting out this space.





2 EXECUTIVE BOULEVARD | SUITE 307
SUFFERN, NY 10901 | 845-652-5358

www.bernsteinsmiles.com

Visit us at our new location in Suffern
with the same great staff you know and love!

• General Dentistry • Cosmetic Dentistry • Invisalign
• Teeth Whitening • Implants

We also offer Botox and Juvederm!

IraM. Bernstein, DMD, LLC
Bernstein Smiles

Full Range of Services & Advanced Procedures

Get
Your
Smile
Back!
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LAW OFFICE OF JEFFREY S. LIPKIN 

 General Litigation   Insurance Claims 
 Business Disputes  Partnership Disputes 
 Employment Disputes  Contract Drafting and Disputes 
 Landlord-Tenant Disputes  Commercial Litigation/Collection 
 Real Estate Disputes  Bad Neighbor Disputes 
 Municipal Court  Personal Injury 
 Medical Malpractice  Products Liability 

 20 years of “big firm” experience at affordable rates 

1000 C Lake St., Ramsey, NJ  (201) 962-3876 
www.jefflipkinlaw.com 

 

DANIEL FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC
DR. MARC DANIEL • DR. JOSH DANIEL

65 N. Franklin Turnpike
Ramsey, NJ 07446

Office:  (201) 934-1166
Fax:  (201) 934-8170

ADVERTISE
HERE in TEMPLE TOPICS!

Call the office for info
201-512-1983





LANDIS
Painting

� Owner supervision on site everyday and available via cell phone 7 days a week
� Work uninterrupted until job is completed (we do not pull off your job to start another and then return)
� 2 year warranty on labor and materials � No subcontractors       � Daily clean up procedure
Let Landis Painting show you their commitment to top quality work, customer service
and professionalism

Call for your free estimate 201-337-5559
Visit us on the web at www.Landis-Painting.com

Angie’s List Super Service Award winner
7 years in a row!

“When People Prefer the Finest”

875 Route 17 South          Ramsey, NJ 07446

Come see us
at our new
location!



Meeting friends at Panera? Sipping Starbucks? Do
you shop at ShopRite, Stop&Shop, Acme or Fairway?
Support BHSS with this easy, ongoing fundraiser by
buying gift cards to use at these and dozens of other
stores and restaurants! 

They also make wonderful gifts for teachers,
coaches, birthdays, anniversaries and the
holidays!

Please contact Lisa Lamster at
(lisalams@optonline.net) or 201-760-1935 with any
questions or to order your cards today!

Friday, January 6 6:00 pm Shabbat evening Family service - Oneg Shabbat Hosts: the Myers family
Birthdays in January will be celebrated

Saturday, January 7 10:00 am Bar Mitzvah of Max Myers

Friday, January 13 7:30 pm Shabbat evening service
Saturday, January 14 No Shabbat Service

Friday, January 20 7:30 pm Shabbat evening service - Oneg Shabbat Hosts: the Schlissel and Haber families
Saturday, January 21 10:00 am B’nei Mitzvah of Zachary Schlissel and Harris Haber

Friday, January 27 7:30 pm Shabbat evening service – Youth Group Creative service
Saturday, January 28 10:00 am Shabbat Morning service ~ eat, pray, Schmooze

Friday, February 3 6:00 pm Shabbat evening Family service - Birthdays in February will be celebrated
Saturday, February 4 10:00 am Shabbat Morning service Yoga Shabbat ~ embodied prayer

6:00 pm Havdalah & Healing Service

Friday, February 10 7:30 pm Shabbat evening service - Shabbat Shirah with the BHSS Choir and Youth Singers! 
Oneg Shabbat Hosts: the Fisherman family

Saturday, February 11 10:00 am Bar Mitzvah of Alex Fisherman

Friday, February 17 7:30 pm Shabbat evening service
Saturday, February 18 10:00 am Shabbat Morning service

Friday, February 24 7:30 pm Shabbat evening service - Oneg Shabbat Hosts: the pepper family
Saturday, February 25 10:00 am Bat Mitzvah of ellie Greenblatt

GIFT CARDS

Worship Schedule



BETH HAVERIM SHIR SHALOM
280 RAMAPO VALLEY ROAD
MAHWAH, NJ 07430

Rabbi Barry Diamond
Cantor David perper 
Rebecca McVeigh, educator 

?To do in January and February: 

Torah Study ~ Saturdays, beginning at 8:15 am: January 7, 14, 21, 28 and February 4, 11, 18, 24•

Last Chance! Sign up for the Congregational Retreat ~ January 13-15 ~ Eat, Pray, Learn •

Mah jongg is back at BHSS  ~ January 8 & 22, February 5 & 19 ~ All levels welcome! 1 pm•

Shabbat family service: Friday, January 6 and Friday, February 3 ~ 6 pm•

Youth Group Creative Shabbat service: Friday, January 27 ~ 7:30 pm•

Havdalah & Movie Night: Keeping Up With the Steins ~ Saturday, January 28 ~ 7pm •

Yoga Shabbat morning service Embodied Prayer ~ Saturday, February 4 ~ 10 am •

Havdalah & Healing Service ~ Saturday, February 4 ~ 6 pm •

Shabbat Shirah with the amazing BHSS Choir and Youth Singers! Friday, February 11 ~ 7:30 pm •

Alive Inside ~ Film and discussion ~ Sunday, February 12 ~ 2 pm•

Sessions of School:
Sundays: Jan 8, 22, 29 & Feb 5, 12, 26
Mondays: Jan 9, 23, 30 & Feb 6, 13, 27
Tuesdays: Jan 10, 24, 31 & Feb 7, 14, 28

Office Closed: 
Monday, January 2
Monday, January 15


