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Wednesday, May 4 7:00 pm Yom HaShoah Commemoration with guest speaker Mr. Alan Moskin, 
concentration camp liberator

Friday, May 6 6:00 pm Shabbat Family Service. Birthdays in May will be celebrated
7:00 pm Congregational Dinner, by RSVP
Oneg Shabbat Hosts: the Hirshfield and Kirshman families

Saturday, May 7 10:00 am B’nai Mitzvah of Noah Hirshfield and Samuel Kirshman
Wednesday, May 11 Yom HaZikaron & Yom Ha’atzmaut Community Concert at Temple Beth Or featuring 

Cantor Perper and the BHSS Adult Choir

Friday, May 13 7:30 pm Shabbat Service with guest speaker Jeffrey Cohan, Director of Jewish Veg 
Oneg Shabbat Hosts: the Ehrman and Rowbottom families

Saturday, May 14 10:00 am B’nai Mitzvah of Brendan Ehrman and Olivia Rowbottom

Friday, May 20 7:30 pm Teacher Appreciation & Grandparent Shabbat
Oneg Shabbat Host: the Seif family 

Saturday, May 21 10:00 am Bat Mitzvah of Mady Seif

Friday, May 27 7:30 pm Shabbat Service. Oneg Shabbat Hosts: the Katz and Schwartz families
Saturday, May 28 10:00 am B’not Mitzvah of Sarah Katz and Alexa Schwartz 

Friday, June 3 6:00 pm Shabbat Family Service. Birthdays in June and July will be celebrated
7:00 pm Congregational Dinner, by RSVP
Oneg Shabbat Hosts: the Lapinson and Newmeyer families

Saturday, June 4 10:00 am B’nai Mitzvah of Jessica Lapinson and Jared Newmeyer 

Friday, June 10 7:30 pm Brotherhood 2.0 Shabbat Service
Oneg Shabbat Hosts: the Cohen family and Brotherhood 2.0

Saturday, June 11 10:00 am Bar Mitzvah of Max Cohen
7:00 pm Erev Shavuot/Confirmation Service

Sunday, June 12            10:00 am Shavuot Festival/Yizkor Service

Friday, June 17 7:30 pm Shabbat Service Honoring Rabbi Mosbacher and
BHSS Board of Trustees Installation. Oneg Shabbat Host: the Butler family

Saturday, June 18 10:00 am Bat Mitzvah of Danica Butler

Friday, June 25 7:30 pm Social Action Shabbat Service. Oneg Shabbat Host: the Reinstein family
Saturday, June 26 10:00 am Bar Mitzvah of Jack Reinstein

Friday, July 1 6:00 pm Shabbat Service, welcoming interim Rabbi Barry Diamond
7:00 pm Congregational BBQ, by RSVP

Saturday, July 2 no Shabbat Service
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President’s Message
from Nancy Levene

Times of Your Life

You may remember the Paul Anka song “Times of Your Life.” It was originally written as a jingle for Kodak Film (if you’re
under 30, Google photography, film) and was so popular he expanded it into a full length song that became a hit for him.

Remember, do you remember
The times of your life (do you remember)

Now we don’t need a song to evoke memories, we have Facebook to send us reminders about what we were doing on this
date last year, or five years ago, and we even get reminders of how long we’ve been friends with someone (at least on
Facebook). A recent reminder that popped up for me was a five year reminder of a Purim celebration. I loved the picture
because I had a full Mardi Gras-style mask on! It got me thinking about the important moments in our lives and how we
preserve those memories. Our parents had scrapbooks with thick black paper pages and sticky corners and shoe boxes to hold
their pictures and mementos; then it advanced to albums with self-stick pages; and now we have digital files of our lives on
our phones and computers.

Looking back over this year at BHSS, I have some digital pictures, printed mementos and even a few cookies (yes, souvenir
cookies) to preserve my memories. But the most important moments from the past year won’t fit in a scrapbook or a digital
file; they are the moments and shared experiences that bring us all together. A year in synagogue life filled with sharing joy
and sorrow, worship and learning and laughing and crying; a year of making connections. 

This is what I’m putting in my scrapbook for 5776:

•  Satisfaction from seeing the CFA van overflowing with bags of food
•  The brightness of dozens of menorahs glowing in the sanctuary on Chanukah
•  Finding inspiring readings to include during a shiva, from Mishkan T’filah
•  Hand painted hamsas, each beautiful in its own way, created by the women of Sisterhood
•  Notes from my Talmud class with Rabbinic Intern Josh Fixler, that remind me there is no wrong answer
•  A writing journal with notes on my Jewish journey, courtesy of Jen Cole’s writing workshop
•  A Purim script and snazzy headband - surprise Cantor, I can sing!
•  Credentials from the URJ Biennial where I danced at Shabbat services with Rebecca, Cydney and 

5,000 of my new Jewish BFFs
•  A kippah filled with seeds that, when planted, will bloom in my garden from Ben Mitnick’s bar mitzvah
•  Drawings in my artist’s sketch pad I received at the Intergenerational Retreat from Susan Reinstein, whose positive 

attitude and patience made me believe I could draw
•  Picking vegetables in the community garden for the soup kitchen and gaining real pride in learning the difference 

between a weed and a vegetable plant
•  Singing at the Miriam Seder taught me the bonds of Sisterhood
•  Partnering with a rabbi who taught me that, like Zusia, I should be the best me

What will you put in your scrapbook this year?  Remember the times of your life…



23



From the Rabbi
“If not now, when?”

It has been the greatest professional
privilege of my career to serve this
congregation as your rabbi. Tears

filled my eyes as I wrote those words—tears of joy at all that
we’ve done together, tears of sadness that my part in this
sacred community is drawing to a close.

The congregation I came to serve—Beth Haverim—was a
strong and spirited 140 member-family community. My first
formal introduction to this congregation was the
groundbreaking for the building of the sanctuary and school
wing. I knew then that I was a lucky rabbi who had come to
serve a sacred community that already had a strong
foundation, and was primed to grow on that foundation. At
the time, founding members spoke with pride of the
congregation’s beginnings in the basement of a church, and
then of the little firehouse on Masonicus Road. And new
members were flocking to a congregation that was ready to
expand.

And expand Beth Haverim did.  The building expanded. The
incredible lay leadership expanded. The staff grew into the
incredible team I am honored to serve with each day.
Together, we expanded and deepened our relationships with
each other and the community. And we expanded the
program of the congregation to encompass the growing
appetite for Jewish engagement in our area. We innovated
and experimented. We took spiritual risks. We even expanded
across state lines and grew stronger by merging with RTOS-
Shir Shalom. And we learned how to connect with each other
even more deeply so that together, we might live out the
values and teachings and rituals of our Torah, and serve the
God that created us all.

The congregation I am leaving, Beth Haverim Shir Shalom, is
an even stronger, more spirited 415 member-family
community. We have grown up together. You have helped
raise me as a rabbi. We have learned and worshipped together.
We have done great things together that have made our
communities, our states, and yes, our country, more righteous
because BHSS is a part of it. And we have been there for each
other as we shared joy and sadness, moments of exaltation and
moments when we thought we were alone, only to find that
God and sacred community were there for us.

We’ve had quite a journey together, and I am grateful for
every step of that journey. I’ve been honored to be a part of
the accomplishments, and I humbly accept my responsibility

in those moments when we’ve missed the mark. I’ve learned
from each experience, and I know you have, too.

This is a congregation that other congregations in Rockland
and Bergen counties look to as a model of warmth and
engagement. This is a congregation that synagogues across the
Reform movement think of as innovative and focused on
excellence. Beth Haverim Shir Shalom is a congregation that
has so much strength in its foundation, and that strength will
carry you through this time of transition.

You all are blessed to have chosen Rabbi Barry Diamond to
serve as your interim rabbi. He is a gifted and experienced
rabbi whose talents will help you navigate the waters of
change and development and growth that are yet to be. I am
in regular contact with him to help ensure a smooth
transition.

This sacred community was strong before I became your
rabbi, and will be strong for decades and decades to come. I
can’t wait to hear about what you’ll do next that deepens your
relationships with each other and the new members that will
join you in this amazing place. I can’t wait to be inspired by
the next chapter that you’ll write together, the innovations
you’ll bring to the towns the congregation serves and the
Reform movement that will be strengthened by what you
create.

There will be other opportunities for me to say thank you to
the many people with whom I have been privileged to serve
on this part of our journey. I hope that I can see many of you
face to face before I leave, so that I can thank you for all that
you’ve meant to my family and me. One more time, as has
become our custom so often during worship, let’s turn to one
another, to see the face of God in each other, and to hear the
sacred stories we each so desperately need to tell and act on.
On Friday nights in May and June, I will be reprising excerpts
from my favorite sermons of the last 15 years. I hope you’ll
join us, as always, to celebrate Shabbat and enjoy the blessings
of community.

Thank you for all that you have meant to me, and for what
you will always mean to me. It has been an honor to be your
rabbi. 

-Rabbi Joel Mosbacher
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Tonight my spirit is on wing. I am filled with joy to serve this
community of good, dedicated individuals, who come together and
create an environment built on service, inclusion, support, and
creativity. My words this evening will naturally focus on those who
have given so generously of their time, love and faith, to aid in my
success in serving and inspiring.  

To my mother, Miriam, who I’m happy to say is here with us tonight.
Mom, I know, I don’t call enough, but I’m confident in knowing that
you know how much I am grateful for all you have done for me in this
life, and that I love you very much. 

Faith, thank you for your love and caring, of course for me, but also for
this community.  You inspire us and all your students, be it here on
Mondays at Kadimah, Temple Israel of Tulsa, Oklahoma, or at the
Hebrew Union College-School of Sacred Music in Manhattan. You
generously give all of us your knowledge and wisdom, your voice and
your charm and humor and percussion. I love you. A shout out of
thanks goes out to Faith’s and my voice teacher, Braeden Harris.  It is
due to Faith’s urging that I took a lesson with him. The best decision of
my vocal life.  His knowledge and expertise are a wonder. I thank him
for his instruction and the tools which I use each and every day in
fulfilling my professional, musical and inspirational responsibilities
here at BHSS. He is our Yoda, the one who knows.   

Rabbi, partner, friend, Joel… My words lately regarding you sound
something like this…. 

I am so very thankful for the gift of a decade working side by side with
you. You are a very special man, and a very special rabbi.  We’ve
experienced a lot together while planning worship, jamming at
Coffeehouse, guiding and teaching and inspiring our people, our
membership. Elyssa, Ari and Lev, thank you for sharing him with me,
with all of us. Joel, thank you.

Thank you to Rebecca McVeigh. For the meaningful inscription in my
manual, to your wealth of lesson plan ideas, models for classroom
management, and direction for Kadimah electives. I thank you for your
open door, an available ear and your friendship and collegiality. The
entire BHSS religious school, our teachers and all of our students are
truly blessed to have you at the helm.  Your caring and dedication are
an example to many.

To Evelyn McGilloway, Nora Berger, and both the BHSS Music and
Ritual Committees… thank you for your support of my creations, the
manner by which I lead, and allowing me to inspire in the ways that I
feel are the most impactful, although at times, a bit unorthodox.  The
freedom I am given is something I cherish greatly.   

To all our junior choir, and temple band members who aid me and
rabbi on our musical journeys through our sacred year, y’all are
awesome and a joy. Then there are those people [pointing to the adult
choir]! Those folks over there, our amazing, all volunteer, adult choir.

Included in their numbers this evening is
Jane Koch. Jane Koch is our religious
school music teacher and our choir
rehearsal accompanist. Thank you, Jane,
for all you do for our little choral
community here at BHSS. Choir members, your talent and dedication,
and giving of your time is something to behold and an example for all
of us. Your lives and your choices to serve are echoed through the
earlier message from the Torah… you bring all your gifts in service to
the community at large, and this house of friends. You are a large part
of our song of peace. We sing and laugh and make music together for
2 hours every week of the year. It is your energy, willingness to stick to
it, learn and develop, that are the reasons you move us the way you
do. 

I love you all.  You are spectacular! 

Thanks to all my b’nei mitzvah and their families.  For their trust in me,
and their hard work in securing the success of their children on their
special day. Giving birth every Saturday morning, most of the time
doubles.  Whew!  That’s what Shabbos naps are for!   

To Itay Goren, whose gifts at the piano always add another rich layer
of beauty and warmth whenever he is here with us.  Any cantor would
be lucky to work with you.  Thank you, my friend.   Iris & Lisa, you both
are constant sources of help, scheduling and organizing, and who can
ever forget, along with Rebecca, a good dose of Purim inspiration too!
It’s for certain, I could not do my job, any of it, without your support. 

To the temple presidents and trustees who have led during my time
here, I express my deepest gratitude. Let’s face it, though, clearly the
wisest amongst them must be Art Weber and Harvey Weinberg for
hiring me.  Sincerely though, on behalf of myself, Faith, and my family,
thank you one and all for your caring, for your singing and praying and
laughing, and for drawing me and Faith into your family, your blended
family. This family. This family known as Beth Haverim Shir Shalom,
House of Friends and Song of Peace. 

Friends, as we move ahead together, let us remain the open, friendly
congregation we have strived and succeeded in becoming.  Let us stay
bound together during the coming weeks and months.  For it is only
in this manner that we will be able to continue to support each other
and grow. 

In closing, words by Helen Keller: “The best and most beautiful things
in the world cannot be seen or even touched.  They must be felt with
the heart.” Thank you, BHSS, for 10 years of beauty and love and faith.
Shabbat Shalom.

************************
Thank you to all those who donated to my discretionary
fund in honor of my 10th anniversary. I am grateful.

Cantor David Lessner Perper

Cantor’s CornerThe following is the message I delivered at the Shabbat
Evening service celebrating my 10th Anniversary at BHSS.
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Candlelighting times:

May 6 – 7:40 pm Acharei Mot
May 13 – 7:47 pm K’doshim 
May 20 – 7:53 pm Emor 
May 27 – 7:59 pm B’har 

June 3 – 8:04 pm B’chukotai 
June 10 – 8:09 pm B’midbar
June 17 – 8:11 pm Naso
June 24 – 8:13 pm B’ha-a lot’cha

2015/2016 BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Rabbi Joel Mosbacher 201-337-4803 rabbimosbacher@yahoo.com
Cantor David Perper 201-934-1894 cantorperper@earthlink.net
Educator, Rebecca McVeigh 201-512-1983 schoolatbethhav@optonline.net
President, Nancy Levene 201-236-6059 nblevene@gmail.com
Past President, Jennifer Cole 201-891-2438 thecole6@yahoo.com
Vice President, Jackie Lowenfels 845-321-1439 jackielowenfels@aol.com
Vice President, Corey Mitnick 201-529-5285 cmitnick@gmail.com
Vice President, Doug Wright 201-825-6265 doug@dawrightassociates.com
Treasurer, Mitchell Miller 201-337-4503 mlctsmiller@verizon.net
Asst. Treasurer, Aldine Rostolder 201-252-2823 aldines@hotmail.com
Secretary, Harvey Weinberg 646-364-8417      harvey.weinberg@oliverwyman.com
Trustee, Ellen Fasanaro 201-934-6710 ellen.7755@gmail.com
Trustee, Debbie Falkow 201-327-4849 debfalkow@hotmail.com
Trustee, Deborah Klein 201-934-1623 deborah.klein18@gmail.com
Trustee, Paul Lipson 201-934-7060 lipson123@verizon.net
Trustee, Linda Schwartz 845-504-0577 linda.ellman@schwartzhouse.com
URJ Liaison, Al Levene 201-236-6059 alleve1@aol.com
Sisterhood Co. Pres., Lisa Lamster 201-760-1935 lisalams@optonline.net
Sisterhood   Co. Pres., Gail Spencer 201-739-8629 sprucer@aol.com
Brotherhood Pres. Jonathan Theodore 845-357-5378 president@BHSSbrotherhood.org
Michelle Mitzvah, Chair, Ilyse Smith 201-995-1177 mmgbhss@gmail.com
Dir.of Informal Youth Programming, Liza Fishman   201-994-5898  lfishmanbhss@gmail.com
Youth Act. Coord. Gr. 3-5, Brittany Silverman 201-994-5898 bsilvermanbhss@gmail.com
Sr. Youth Group. Pres. Jamie Ratowsky 914-356-5246 jamieratowsky@yahoo.com

2015/2016 COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Life Long Learning, Leslie Sapienza 201-760-8972 sapienz@optonline.net
Life Long Learning, Beth Dubiel 201-684-0705        dubiels@optonline.net
BUILDING & GROUNDS, Jim Dubroff 201-327-7014 jimdubroff@yahoo.com
BUILDING & GROUNDS, Harris Reinstein 201-652-0898 harrisreinstein@msn.com
CARING, Co Chair, Candy Kassover 201-934-8229 candy1951@optonline.net
CARING, Co Chair, Laura Miller 201-337-4503 mlctsmiller@verizon.net
COMMUNICATIONS, Lisa Lamster 201-760-1935 lisalams@optonline.net
ENDOWMENT, Chair, Harvey Weinberg 646-364-8417 harvey.weinberg@oliverwyman.com
EDUCATION, Lauren Einhorn 201-447-7094 laureneinhorn16@gmail.com
LIBRARY, Sheryl Ives 201-794-1017 sjives17@yahoo.com
LIBRARY, Ruth Turner 845-351-5732 rgtt@optonline.net
MEMBERSHIP, Chair, Jen Cole 201-891-2438 thecole6@yahoo.com
MUSIC, Chair, Nora Berger 201-703-0132 niberger@aol.com
OUTREACH, Jane Young 201-327-1281 jnapfy@aol.com
RITUAL, Co Chair, Stacey Coyne 845-300-3505 staceycoy@aol.com
RITUAL, Co Chair, Judy Teich 845-512-8506 judy.teich@gmail.com
SOCIAL ACTION, Chair, Whitney Speer 201-825-2441 whitneyspeer@msn.com

July 1 – 8:12 pm Sh’lach L’cha 
July 8 – 8:10 pm Korach
July 15 – 8:07 pm Chukat 
July 22 – 8:02 pm Balak 
July 29 – 7:55 pm Pinchas
August 5 – 7:47 pm Matot/Masei 
August 12 – 7:38 pm D’varim 
August 19 – 7:28 pm Va’etchanan
August 26 – 7:18 pm Eikev

May
Birthdays
Matthew Altman

Noah Arum
Melissa Brodsky

Emily Cole
Jesse Dann

Molly Darrow
Tanner Dweck

Brendan Ehrman
Ethan Fleischmann

Samantha Fox
McKenna Furst

Matthew Grobman
Tyler Grobman
Ally Grobman

Gabrielle Heffernan
Noah Hirshfield

Turner Katz
Sarah Katz

Emma Kaufman
Samuel Kirshman

Judd Klein
Maya Krantz

Jessica Lapinson
Alexander Lipkin
Isabella Login
Jaden Mabry

Jacob Moskovitz
Emma Popowitz
Brian Ritchin
Daniel Roth
Ian Roth
Mady Seif

Remi Strauss
Gabrielle Strauss
Molly Terdiman
Jack Torrente
Jacob Wolf

Zachary Ryder Wolpov



May Calendar

7



8

June Calendar



9

What a blessing!

The Talmud says that we should say 100 blessings every day.
If you were awake 16 hours, that would be a blessing about
once every 10 minutes. Talk about counting your blessings! A blessing (in Hebrew,
b'racha) is a Jewish tool for saying “thank you.” It helps us to notice the gifts in our
lives that might otherwise go unnoticed. Rabbi Lawrence Kushner offers a unique
translation of the word b'racha: “awakening.” He writes:

Blessings give reverent and routine voice to our conviction that life is good, even and
especially when life is cold and dark. Indeed to offer blessings at such times may be our only
deliverance. We have specific and unique phrases by which we bless a sacred book before we
read it, our children at the Sabbath table, hands while washing them, the bread we eat, the
mere fact that we are not slaves, and that the rooster can distinguish between night and day.
We bless trees in first blossom, the hearing of good news and any kind of wine. We bless
everything.

Blessings keep our awareness of life's holy potential ever present. They awaken us to our own
lives. Every blessing says I'm grateful to be a creature and remind myself that life is good.
With each blessing uttered, we extend the boundaries of the sacred and ritualize our love of
life. 100 times a day. Everywhere we turn, everything we touch, everyone we see. The
blessing can be whispered. No one even needs to hear – no one but the Holy One, whose
presence fills me.

With Kushner’s powerful and spiritual words in mind, I want to say thank you to this
amazing community at Beth Haverim Shir Shalom for an incredible first year. Thank
you for welcoming Annie and me with wide open arms, and for all of the kindness and
warmth you have shared with us. It has truly been a blessing in my life to learn from
and with all of you over the past year, and I feel incredibly grateful for the opportunity
to continue for a second year together. I know it is going to be another year of learning
and growth for me and for all of us, and I look forward to accompanying you on this
sacred journey. As I depart to go work at a hospital this summer and develop new
pastoral skills, I wanted to say thank you for the blessings you bring to my life. I look
forward to seeing you all in the fall!

From the Rabbinic Intern
Josh Fixler

July & August Services
July and August Shabbat Evening Services

Will begin at 7:30 pm
EXCEPT

Friday, July 1 & August 5 will begin at 6:00 p.m.
10 a.m. Shabbat Morning Services will be held 

on July 16 & August 20 only

June
Birthdays
Evan Harris Aarons

Hailey Abel
Corey Begleiter
Haley Davis

Amanda Davis
Shea Ehrman
Maya Fox

Emma Freeman
Casey Gold

Jacob Graham-Bialer
Kyler Horowitz

Lily Kay
Leah Kovar

Zachary Lapinson
Ethan Levine
Eric Levinsohn

Matthew Lokshin
Rachael Lokshin
Jackson Marder
Jared Newmeyer
Aaron Pearlman
Leah Reinstein
Jack Reinstein

Dylan Reissman
Victoria Savoy
Ella Selfon
Eliana Silver
Jaden Slivka
Jacob Toomey

Madison Torrente
Lilah Wainland

Jordan Weinberger
Rachel Weisensel

Leah Wolf
Carson Reece Wolpov
Dylan Reid Wolpov
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...will be called to the Torah...

Mady Seif - May 21, 2016
Lives in Suffern, New York.  Mother,
Ronni, Father, David, Brother, Bobby,
14 .......... is a 7th grader at Suffern
Middle School ........ Her interests
include basketball and softball. 

“I would like to be a teacher. I am
looking forward to becoming an adult in

the Jewish community.  For my community
service I worked with an organization called All-
Star Athletics, which teaches kids with special
needs to play sports.”

Sam Kirshman - May 7, 2016
Lives in Allendale, New Jersey.  Mother,
Kathy, Father, Jerry........ is a 7th grader
at Brookside Middle School........ 
His interests include playing baseball,
basketball, and the French horn.  “I am

interested in becoming a lawyer or an
architect in the future.  I feel very lucky to

have my Bar Mitzvah at BHSS.  I’m excited
to finally become a man in the Jewish community.
My community service project included collecting
sports equipment for the poor and needy.”

Noah Hirshfield - May 7, 2016
Lives in Woodcliff Lake, New Jersey.
Mother, Karen, Father, Ted, Brother,
Ari, 10 .......... is a 7th grader at
Woodcliff Lake Middle School........
His interests include tennis and

baseball.  “I am excited to celebrate with
family and friends.  I volunteered with

Pascack Valley Navigators to coach children
with special needs in various sports.”

Olivia Rowbottom - May 14, 2016
Lives in Woodcliff Lake, New Jersey.
Mother, Fran, Father, Jeff, Sister, Sami,
11 ............... is a 7th grader at Elisabeth
Morrow School ............Her interests
include animals, soccer, tennis, music,

and video games. “I want to be a
veterinarian when I grow up because I love

animals.  I am so happy that I am becoming a
Bat Mitzvah. I am excited to share this exciting
occasion with my family and friends. For my
community service I raised money for Canine
Companions for Independence, an organization that
trains dogs to help people with disabilities. That
dogs that CCI trains are amazing and make a huge
difference in people’s lives.”

Sarah Katz - May 28, 2016
Lives in Montebello, New York.
Mother, Cheryl, Father, Todd,
Brother, Jonah, 15, and Sister, Rachel,
18............... is a 7th grader at Suffern
Middle School............... Her interests

include singing, volleyball, acting, and
playing outdoors. “I would like to be a

chemical engineer or work in business.  I
am excited to celebrate this occasion with my
family and friends. For my community service I
helped deliver toys to kids in hospitals and raised
awareness for Crohn’s and Colitis by making
jewelry and raising money.”

Beth Haverim Shir Shalom  Temple Topics

Brendan Dylan Ehrman - 
May 14, 2016
Lives in Upper Saddle River, New Jersey.
Mother, Julie, Father, Michael, Brothers,
Hudson, 9, and Shea, 6 ......... is a 7th
grader at Cavallini Middle School .........

His interests include saxophone, fencing,
gaming, and art. “I would like to be a video

game designer or programmer. I am looking
forward to celebrating with my family and friends.
For my community service I am raising money to
donate to schools that cannot afford music
programs.”
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Jessica Lapinson - June 4, 2016
Lives in Upper Saddle River, New Jersey.
Mother, Julie, Father, Todd, Brothers,
Alexander, 10 and Zachary, 7 .......... is a
7th grader at Cavallini Middle School
............... Her interests include dance,

art, and basketball. “I would like to
become an interior designer. I’m happy to

start my life as a Jewish woman. I feel proud
and fulfilled that I am becoming a Bat Mitzvah and
I enjoyed the work in doing so. For my community
service project, I worked with autistic children like
my neighbor to raise funds for Epic School and
autism research.”

...will be called to the Torah...

Max Cohen - June 11, 2016
Lives in Montebello, New York.
Mother, Dorothy, Father, Michael,
Sisters, Amanda, 24, and Jennifer, 22
............. is a 7th grader at Suffern
Middle School ............ His interests

include playing guitar, drums, singing
and performing on stage.  He also enjoys

go-karting, snowboarding, movies, reading,
and video games. “I’d like to be a famous
performer one day. I enjoy making people laugh. 
I think that my day hasn’t been successful unless 
I have made someone smile. This is why I chose to
perform music for the senior community at The
Promenade. I wanted to give them the opportunity
to listen to the music of their youth and smile at
the memories. I gained a lot from this experience.
It broadened my horizons musically and taught me
patience as I interacted with an older generation
which I had not really done before. I am excited to
become a Bar Mitzvah so that like my sisters and
father before me, I may carry on the traditions of
my Jewish heritage.”

Danica Butler - June 18, 2016
Lives in Mahwah, New Jersey. Mother,
Hilary .......... is a 7th grader at Ramapo
Ridge Middle School ........... Her
interests include dance, broadway
shows, baking, the New York Rangers,

and the New York Yankees. 
“I want to be a professional dancer.  I am

excited to celebrate this occasion with my
friends and family.  I worked extremely hard to
prepare for this day. For my community service I
danced with my studio to raise money for YCS,
which is a safe haven for kids 5-12 years old.  Our
studio raised over $31,000. I also held a dance-a-
thon to raise money for the Michael J. Fox
Foundation for Parkinson’s Research in memory of
my grandfather, Ronald Zarnet, who passed away
in 2012.”

Alexa Schwartz - May 28, 2016
Lives in Mahwah, New Jersey.  Mother,
Alison, Father, David ............ is a 7th
grader at Ramapo Ridge Middle School
............ Her interests include dancing,
figure skating, art, field hockey, and

basketball. “I would like to become a
professional dancer, model, fashion

designer, or figure skater. I am nervous and
excited because it is a chance you get once in a
lifetime.  For my community service I collected art
supplies for the Tomorrows Children Fund to bring
some joy to kids with cancer.”

Jared Newmeyer - June 4, 2016
Lives in Suffern, New York.  Mother,
Karen, Father, Richard, Brothers,
Matthew, 23, and Daniel, 19 ..........
is a 7th grader at Suffern Middle

School ......... His interests include sports
and animals. “I would like to be either a

veterinarian or a professional athlete.  
I’m extremely excited about my Bar Mitzvah!

I can't wait to be considered an adult in Judaism. 
I have been volunteering at the Hudson Valley
Humane Society, taking care of the rescued animals
and helping to get them adopted into good homes.”
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...will be called 
to the Torah...

Jack Reinstein - June 25, 2016
Lives in Augusta, New Jersey.  Mother, Jodi,
Father, Ari, Sister, Leah, 11, Brother,
Gabriel, 9 ............ is a 7th grader at
Frankford Township School ........... His
interests include science, mathematics,

reading, and drama. “I would like to become
a chemist.  I am proud and happy to be

coming into my own as a Jewish adult. In the Boy
Scouts of America I am continuously participating in
service projects for charities and the community.”

Seasonal rituals are a way we keep track of the year.  In the spring some of
my family rituals are: sit in traffic on Long Island for Passover; buy plants
for my outdoor flowerpots; and ramp up for the BHSS Community
Garden. The garden will start up on Sunday, May 1 with Clean-Up Day.
As usual we plan to move some dirt, turn the beds, tidy up, and be ready for
planting. Planting is always the Sunday after Mother’s Day, so this year we
will plant on May 15.

One of the other BHSS Garden rituals is getting volunteers to help us.  
Can you help us? Can you spend an hour on a Sunday morning  (9-10ish)
helping us weed, harvest, and chat? This is appropriate for any age and any
skill level. We would love to have you! There is a sign-up sheet in the lobby
where you can pick a Sunday.  We need the help and we love the company!
You can email me at whitneyspeer@msn.com with any questions.

Social Action/Garden Committee

BHSS is both grateful 
and thankful to 

Meri Senchak for helping
assemble our beautiful
bimah baskets each
week for our B’nai
Mitzvah families

and to Janet Moskowitz
for creating her amazing

edible treats
for our 6th Grade
Shabbaton & Purim

celebration.



July
Birthdays
Ethan Blankman

Hannah Blankman
Max Cohen

Hudson Ehrman
Austin Ellman
Justine Freitag

Alexander Frisch
Melanie Gilbert
Rachel Gilbert
Spencer Greene

Samantha Grossman
Elyssa Hyman
Nolan Irizarry
Logan Kay

Allison LaCorte
Madison Marano
Simon Newhouse

Arielle Ravett
Charlie Reissman

Emily Tocci
Abbie Torrente

Addyson Wachtel
Michael Weinstein

Tai Weiss
Jonah Wunder

Birthdays will be celebrated 
at the June family service

From the Educator’s Office
Rebecca Bernstein McVeigh

These are just two of my favorite things…..

This coming September will begin my 14th year as the educator
of this congregation. My very first Temple Topics article was a
simple parody of “My Favorite Things.” It included things like freshly-sharpened pencils, I
believe. Looking back, I could have no idea of the amazing programs we would be able to
offer in the school or how much our adult learning would flourish!

Today, two of my favorite things are Family School and our congregational retreat.  Both
include prayer, learning, and laughter, reaching out to offer interesting topics to the most
students possible (and when I say students, I mean everyone. Our mission is to foster/create
life-long learners.)  With the introduction this year of Adult Learning on Sunday mornings
as a logical outgrowth of Family School, we hope adults who are not part of Family School
will learn with us!

The Family School program is well over ten years old and evolving each year. An
alternative to our traditional school program, Family School allows a child and an adult
family member to study together, once a week, in a setting that encourages each family to
contribute as well as to take away some new piece of information, idea for a family
tradition, new song, or a new friendship – or all of these things at once. 

You and your family are invited to VISIT FAMILY SCHOOL in session on MAY 1 or
MAY 15 to see for yourself if the program could be right for you!  Please join us beginning
at 10 a.m. (after Hebrew) for bagels and some socializing. Ask current families questions
about their experience. Then attend t’filah (not like any service you’ve been to before) with
our clergy in a relaxed setting. Afterward, you can be a part of the Judaics lesson – or not;
it’s up to you.

The congregational retreat will be coming up next year from FRIDAY, JANUARY 13 –
SUNDAY, JANUARY 15 (MLK weekend) and the theme will be “Chazak, Chazak,
v’Nitchazeik” (“Be Strong, Be Strong, Let Us Be Strong Together”). As a part of the
planning committee over the years, I have been astounded by how much work goes into
the programming and details for the retreat, and how excited people are to just “be” for a
weekend, to experience Shabbat, to be with friends and to make new ones, to learn, to
laugh, to pray, take walks… there are so many things to do! There is a maximum number
of participants that we can have at URJ Camp Harlam, and in each of the past two retreats,
we were filled almost to capacity. 

I hope to see you all at some point over the June-August break in religious school. Come
by and say “Hi.” And if you have time, you can sharpen some pencils!

BHSS Retreat REUNION (no matter which retreat(s) you have attended)
And SPECIAL “PRE-UNION” for those who are interested in knowing more!

Saturday, September 17, 2016 beginning at 7 p.m. with Havdalah
Desserts, wine, coffee, tea
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Hello Brothers, sisters, friends! March and April brought a
great deal of amazing progress and wonderful events. We
provided food services for the Purim Carnival, and as a result
of combined efforts of Brotherhood and the Youth Group, a
profit was made that will go toward future youth group
events. Our March Brotherhood Raps was a success…many
brothers came out, broke bread, talked politics and really got
down and dirty with our discussion of politics, and the major
changes that are happening in Israel, around the world, and
right here in these United States. Our annual Men’s Seder was
a first for us this year.  Although we usually rock the house
with our Men’s Seder, we held it in the brand-new Ulam, had
the food catered by Rosebud, and created the first ever BHSS
Brotherhood Men’s Haggadah as a living document that will
be improved and expanded by our own Brotherhood from
year to year…and perhaps a new tradition of holding it in our
awesome new space! This is significant. This shows how
Brotherhood has been growing, working together and making
a difference in each other’s lives and in our community, and
how we will be growing exponentially in the future.  

We have grown, and we continue to provide new and exciting
and interesting new programs. We continue to increase our
presence in the community, and quietly support all the efforts
of our amazing Synagogue. Alas, it is not enough. We are
planning some fundraising activities for May, and into next
year, and we are looking to increase membership and grow
our base. 

I am encouraging all members, past members and future
members of brotherhood, to attend our next board meetings.
Help us brainstorm some ideas, plan an event, plan a
fundraiser, or just to show support for our efforts. We are
going to finish out this year strong…and prepare for next year
to be even better!

As always, I thank you all from my heart for all the work,
support and energy you bring to our Brotherhood. We cannot
do the work we do without the support of our awesome
membership and our community. Please continue to look out

for the next events in May and June, and please come out to
enjoy, to support, and to build a great Brotherhood for a great
community!

5/1 – Brotherhood serving at the Suffern Soup Kitchen
5/15 - Brotherhood/Youth Group Fund Raising Bike Ride
and Picnic After Family School – Location TBD
6/5 – Brotherhood Raps – This will be the last one of the
season!
6/10 – Brotherhood Shabbat
6/18 – Brotherhood third annual suite at the Rockland
Boulders

-- Jonathan Theodore

Brotherhood 2.0

The Lifelong Learning Committee has begun planning for
next year. Our theme for the year is “Transitions and
Transformations.” We have some very good ideas for learning
sessions and trips. 

We want to thank Rabbinic Intern Josh Fixler for his
informative learning sessions on Passover. If you missed
learning with Josh, don’t worry. He will be teaching us in the
future.

Here is what Josh had to say about his Passover program:

“What a wonderful three sessions we had together learning
about the Haggadah and its intersection with our lives. I
thoroughly enjoyed our conversations with the over 15
participants, on topics ranging from ‘Making Sense of the
Four Children’ to ‘Is Dayenu Really Enough?’ In our third
session, everyone brought delectable Passover dishes and we
all shared a myriad of ideas for making Passover seders more
lively and interactive. Thanks to everyone who came and
shared from you hearts and your kitchens!  I hope we helped
make your Passover more meaningful.”

Lifelong Learning
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Noah Brown
Ethan Marder
Max Pavon

Ruth Schechtman
Nicole Wainland
Scott Fleischmann
Sophia Roth
Julie Grippo

Matthew Myers
Ashley Trattner
Reese Frisch

Kassidy Fishman

Jake Fishman
Amanda Pittman
Parker Leipzig
Brady Cole

Matthew Meehan
Rebecca Bibi
Arielle Lipkin
Ryan Brodsky
Michelle Bechtel
Todd Bechtel
Tyler Adler

Hailey Rodriguez

Nicholas Lapi
Lev Mosbacher
Benjamin Mitnick
Jaden Skier
Rebecca Skier
Rachel Moss

Sydney Goldstein
Tamara Bo Rabin
Drew Grossman
Luke Savoy
Cole Selman

Samantha Ovadia
Daniel Ovadia

Samuel Kirshman
Noah Hirshfield
Brendan Ehrman
Olivia Rowbottom

Mady Seif
Alexa Schwartz
Sarah Katz

Jessica Lapinson
Jared Newmeyer
Max Cohen
Danica Butler
Jack Reinstein

Mazel Tov from the Congregation to the families 
of our B’nei Mitzvah Class of 5776

Join Us for Tikun Leil Shavuot!
Learning, Laughing, and Noshing
Saturday, June 11, 2016

Beginning after the oneg for 
Erev Shavuot/Confirmation service
(service begins at 7 p.m.)

Among the offerings are:

-- Writing 10 Commandments for Our Next President
-- 613: Art and the Commandments
-- Our Holocaust Scrolls and Where They Come From
-- Torah “Selfies”
-- Wine and Cheese

Jewish tradition calls for us to study all night long. 
Let’s see if we can make it ‘til midnight!
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Contributions

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

with thanks and appreciation and in honor of our
grandchildren, Zachary and Carleigh Schlissel

- Yetta & Bernard Maidenberg

to Rabbi Joel and Elyssa Mosbacher - mazal tov 
on Lev becoming a bar mitzvah! - Marsha & Larry Gluck

- Sheila & Larry Groskin
- Sandy & Newt Parks

- the Weiss family
- Arlene & Rich Mandel

- Marilyn & Ira Bernstein
- the Silver & Caul families

with sincere appreciated gratitude for your kindness and
compassion, and in memory of Roy Israel

- Marilyn Israel & family

with thanks and appreciation - the Orlick family

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund

with thanks and appreciation for 10 years!
- Dede & Rick Levine
- Sandy & Newt Parks

- Rhoda & Marty Lonow
- Nita & Eddie Klaskow

- Mimi & Steven Waxenbaum
- Elyse Victor Berman & Joe Berman

- Sheila & Larry Groskin
- the Nachinson family

- the Weiss family
- Alison & Norman Axelrod

- Kim & Bill Pressman
- Gail & Al Schlosser

- Leslie Sapienza
- the Wright family

with sincere appreciated gratitude for your kindness and
compassion, and in memory of Roy Israel

- Marilyn Israel & family

with thanks and appreciation - the Orlick family

Life Fund

to Marc Rabin, in memory of your mother, Merrie Rabin
- friends & colleagues of the research department 

at the Federal Reserve Bank of New York

to Marilyn Israel and family, in memory of Roy Israel
- Marsha & Larry Gluck

to Jay Rabin and family, in memory of Merrie Rabin
- Tallan, Inc.

to Carol Woods and family, in memory of Shirley Greene
- Marsha & Larry Gluck, Lauren & Matt Jacob, 

Jen & Corey Epstein, Jade & David Gluck

to Nita Klaskow, with wishes for a full and speedy recovery!
- Marsha & Larry Gluck

in memory of Sally J. Paris and Lawrence Weinberg
- Joyce & Stephen Weinberg

to Nancy Rabin and Corey Mitnick, in memory of loving
mother and grandmother, Merrie Rabin

- Judy & Jack Sherak
- Arline & Donald Rabin

in memory of Ruth Frishberg - Carol Cohen

to Jay and Laurie Rabin and family, in memory 
of Merrie Rabin - Pekin Hon

in memory of Joseph Schwartz - David Schwartz

in memory of Harold Senzel - Sue-Ellen & Ron Johnson

in memory of Betty Schott and Juan Hans Lowenstein
- Sheri & Allan Schott

to Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Rosenthal - wishing a full and
speedy recovery to your granddaughter, Sydney Brodsky

- Marsha & Larry Gluck
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Contributions

to Rabbi Joel and Elyssa Mosbacher, in
honor of Lev’s bar mitzvah - Rebecca & Don Pattow

- Linda & Ed Vogel
- Alison & Norman Axelrod

- Kim & Bill Pressman
- the Waxenbaum family
- Lynn & Michael Zall

- the Wright family

in memory of Aaron Shacknai, father of Gideon Shacknai
- Marcelle & Gideon Shacknai

to the Cole family, in honor of Brady Cole 
becoming a bar mitzvah - Sheryl Thailer

to the Mitnick/Rabin family on Benjamin 
becoming a bar mitzvah - Sheryl Thailer

- Lynn & Michael Zall

in memory of Sandy's father, Jack Lazar
- Sandy & Newt Parks

to Bill, Cory, and Marla Gilman, in memory 
of Mitzi Gilman - Jane & Jan Simon

in memory of Gerald Klein, Sylvia Mandel, and Noah
Mandel - Rich & Arlene Mandel

in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Louis Schulman
- Jack Schulman & family

to Cantor Perper, in honor of your 10 years at BHSS
- the Shirvan & Sitomer families

in memory of Rose Rubin and Charlotte Dorfman
- Judy & Joel Dorfman

Brick Fund

to Marilyn Israel and family, in memory of Roy Israel
- Jane & Jan Simon

in memory of Elaine and Barry Epstein
- Dede & Rick Levine

to the Anesetti family, in memory of Robert Anesetti, Jr.
- Jane & Jan Simon

to Rabbi Mosbacher and family, in honor 
of Lev’s bar mitzvah - Jane & Jan Simon

Jewish Family Services of Rockland
donated by his family in honor of the following simcha:

bar mitzvah of Drew Grossman

Center for Food Action in Mahwah

in honor of the bar mitzvah of Lev Mosbacher
- Carol Cohen

donated by their families in honor of the 
following simchas:

bar mitzvah of Noah Hirshfield
bar mitzvah of Drew Grossman
bat mitzvah of Sydney Goldstein
bar mitzvah of Lev Mosbacher
bar mitzvah of Nicholas Lapi
bar mitzvah of Tyler Adler

bat mitzvah of Michelle Bechtel

Ramapo Bergen Animal Shelter
donated by their families in honor of the 

following simchas:

bar mitzvah of Cole Selman
bat mitzvah of Rachel Moss

bat mitzvah of Tamara Bo Rabin
b'nei mitzvah of Jaden & Rebecca Skier

bar mitzvah of Benjamin Mitnick
bar mitzvah of Nicholas Lapi

bat mitzvah of Hailey Rodriguez
bar mitzvah of Todd Bechtel

Tree of Life

in honor of Lev Mosbacher’s bar mitzvah
- Mirah Curzer & Rabbi Josh Stanton
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It’s hard to imagine that there are
only two more events to be held
with the Menschmakers. In the
month of February, a community
service event was held at the

Center for Food Action. The
students learned about an important community resource for
those living in poverty, were able to tour the facility, and
made cards to be put in each grocery bag families would pick
up. The cards promoted positive thoughts in hopes that a
smile would be sparked in those that would read them.

We also held a scavenger hunt at the Palisades Mall with the
Junior Youth Group in March. Everyone was assigned a team,
and the team had to take a picture with specific items
presented on a list. Some of the pictures included: 5 things
that are blue, everyone in your group wearing something silly,
a Justin Bieber CD, and earmuffs, to name a few. The
pictures can surely speak for themselves! The following week,
we also hosted a Tie Dye Event, which was a messy, but fun
project! Everyone decorated his or her own sweatshirt with
our youth group name on the back. Now that you have all

had time to wash your sweatshirts, I
am excited to see you wear your
works of art to our next few events
we have left this year. 

The community service event, held at
Saddle Ridge Riding, will tentatively be scheduled soon when
weather permits. I know the Menschmakers are looking
forward to working with the animals and doing another
mitzvah within our community.

We hope to see you at our last event of the year, Saturday
night, May 14, for a shul-in. Don’t forget to come in your
pajamas! It's been a wonderful year and a pleasure to see all of
the fun you've had.

Brittany Silverman 

Youth Programming

Liza Fishman Brittany Silverman

Beth Haverim Shir Shalom  Temple Topics
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Ah, spring! No matter how gentle the winter was, it's good to
welcome back the sunshine and warm breezes and to look
forward to the summer ahead. But for Sisterhood, there is
much to do before pool season starts.

It is said that strong women make history.  Our Jewish history
evidences how true that is. At Sisterhood, our strength is in
our bond as BHSS builders and members. We have work to
do, and stories to tell.  Did you join our celebration of
Women of Valor at Sisterhood Shabbat? Were you at our
Miriam’s Seder, where women of all generations come
together to remember the women and men who made our
freedom a reality, in generations old and new?   These are just
a few of the amazing events that make our Sisterhood strong.
Will you bring your strength to us, too?

As you are reading this, Sisterhood continues to grow and
learn, on May 1, with Cantor Perper's ever-popular drum
circle! BHSS first experienced the rhythms and beat at our
intergenerational retreats, and it became so popular,
Sisterhood knew we needed to try it ourselves.   

But we’re not done for the year. You don’t want to miss one
of the best evenings of the year:  Saturday, May 21 at 7:00
p.m. is Sisterhood’s Dine-A-Round! It’s your chance to
mingle with members at a great cocktail party; head elsewhere
for a gourmet dinner at a member's home; and finish up the
evening with dessert at a third location. A little bit of driving,
a whole lot of fun!  Contact Lisa Lamster or Mona Lefkowitz
for more information.

And please join us Monday, June 6, at 7:00 p.m. for our
annual Installation Dinner, once again this year at
Marcello’s Restaurant in Suffern. Not only does it mark the
transition from old year to new (yes, a third new year!) but it’s
a great evening, with outstanding food and drink, and, of
course, incredible friends.   

As summer approaches, please remember our High Holiday
Honey for the Holidays Sale. Every year, this becomes a more
popular way to mark Rosh Hashanah, and those who wait
may be too late! Watch your weekly synagogue email for
ordering information. 

Let's not forget our famous Goods & Services Auction,
scheduled for Saturday, December 10—the biggest
Sisterhood fundraiser of all. If you've ever attended, you know
what a fabulous night it is—you can find anything from
artwork to zydeco music lessons, with all kinds of special
items and events, in between. The money we raise goes to
support our work with the synagogue. Do you have an idea
for something we can auction off? It’s never too early to get
involved.  Please contact Stacey Coyne for more information.

We cannot close out this article or this year without taking
the opportunity once again to express our love and gratitude
to Rabbi Joel Mosbacher, for 15 years of innovation,
education and inspiration. You have been a Sisterhood
cheerleader for your entire tenure, and through your
leadership and friendship, we are a stronger community of
friends. The lessons with which you have gifted us will long
continue to guide us and our children. We are so proud of
your accomplishments, and take pride in the richly-deserved
Humanitarian T’ruah Award you recently received. Your
shoes will be impossible to fill, but your example will be our
goal.  We wish you, Elyssa, Ari and Lev all the best in your
new adventure, and may we all go from strength to strength!

Thanks to all at BHSS for a great year—we look forward to
welcoming our new Board, as well as Rabbi Barry Diamond,
and welcoming back Rabbinic Intern Josh Fixler. We know
it’s going to be a great year!

Lisa Lamster and Gail Spencer

Sisterhood News
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Today was good. Today was fun. Tomorrow is another one. 
Dr. Seuss

Many people are uncomfortable with change but it happens
all the time, all around us.
Sometimes change is small and almost unnoticeable, glaciers
moving or our hair growing.
Sometimes change is more noticeable, like the buds on the
trees changing to leaves or the pair of pants that fit around the
waist yesterday suddenly feel a little tighter today. 
Sometimes change is much bigger, starting a new job or
moving to a new location.

We can never gauge how change will affect us. Change can
happen in a blink of an eye but individuals tend to change at
a slower pace. Some change is good even though we might not
know it at the time. Change can bring communities together
and give communities an opportunity to examine themselves
and to grow. 

BHSS is going through change. At first it might seem scary
because of the unknown but it could be a great adventure for
all of us as we move forward. We have such a strong
community and wonderful members who care deeply for their
synagogue.

I have the wonderful opportunity to work with a group of
talented, caring individuals who are bringing forth their A
game changing how the ritual committee will operate as we
move forward in the future. The ritual committee made a
collective decision that we will be a proactive committee. The
first step in the process was to create a mission statement. I am
proud to share with you the ritual committee mission
statement:

The Beth Haverim Shir Shalom Ritual Committee works in
partnership with clergy, staff, and fellow congregants to develop
new programs and policies that address the evolving needs of our
congregation and provides logistical support for all ritual
activities.

Just as important to the mission statement was to create an
ever changing 18 month calendar and then a list of
responsibilities. I will not share the list of responsibilities with
you today because it is quite extensive, but feel free to stop me
or any of the committee members and ask … and then ask
how you can help!

Yes, Ritual is changing it up, and Ritual will be prepared for
the changes to come within our BHSS community.

Upcoming events you should know about: 

Yom Hashoah -- Wednesday, May 4, 7 pm. Holocaust
Remembrance Day commemoration service, at BHSS. 
With guest speaker and choirs

Yom Hazikaron / Yom Ha’atzmaut -- Wednesday, May
11, 7:30 pm. Israeli Memorial Day/Israeli Independence
Day service, at Temple Beth Or, Washington Township, NJ

Farewell service for Rabbi Mosbacher and Board
installation service -- Friday, June 17, 7:30 pm

Ritual Committee 

Please join us on Friday, 
July 1st for our 6:00 pm

Shabbat service 
as we welcome interim
Rabbi Barry Diamond  

Immediately following services we
will have a congregational BBQ!
There will be a nominal fee for

dinner, please RSVP to the temple
office. Hope to see you there!!
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“To learn to read is to light a fire; every syllable that is spelled out
is a spark.” – Victor Hugo

On Sunday, May 22, from 12:30-2 pm, A Book and Bagel
returns. Featured will be the book All I Know and Love by
Judith Frank. Briefly, this is the story of Matt and Daniel, a
couple who are tested in profound ways: as parents, as a
couple, all against the background of the Israeli-Palestine
conundrum. The book received rave reviews from your
Library Ladies. Please read the book and come. However,
please attend even if you have not read the book. The session
and a light lunch will be a meaningful, festive event, either
way.

Looking for a perfect future Passover meal? Your own
personal Passover recipes await you in the library. Just take
one. Or go online to view our 2016 Passover booklet, on the
Library page of the BHSS website.

Which books have you read from either the general collection
or suggested readings in the weekly temple announcements?
And don’t forget our recommendations in Temple Topics.

Without a doubt, we would love to hear from you and value
your feedback.

Speaking of recommendations, we would highly recommend
Saving Sophie by Ronald Balson. Characterized as a thriller
and a mystery, this novel has it all. Jack Sommers, an ordinary
accountant living in Chicago, meets harsh difficulties. His
wife has died; his young daughter has been kidnapped; and,
unfortunately for him, he is the main suspect in an $8 million
dollar embezzlement case. A secret mission commences to
rescue the daughter and to defeat a major terrorist attack in
Hebron. Caught in the crossfires of the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict, the investigators could accomplish their goals and
solve a complicated mystery.  If they do not, many lives will
be lost.  To find out, read this intriguing, action-packed, and
multilayered novel: a father-daughter relationship, amid
religious and political persecution.

A very gentle reminder: HELP us by scouting your homes for
library books (overdue).  Please return all to the library ASAP.
Remember, another congregant may be waiting to check out
your book.

From the Sifriyah

Please join Beth Haverim Shir Shalom in welcoming Jeffrey Cohan, Executive Director
of Jewish Veg to our congregation. Jeffrey will be speaking at Friday night services on
May 13, 2016. 

He will be available to answer your questions about the organization Jewish Veg and
about the benefits of following a compassionate plant based diet. Delicious vegan treats
will be available to sample!

Jeffrey Cohan is the Executive Director of Jewish Veg and the author of The Beet-Eating
Heeb, a popular blog about the theology of veganism.

Jeffrey became a vegetarian in 2007 and a vegan in 2011 after studying what the Torah
instructs us about our dietary choices. An experienced public speaker, he worked in print and broadcast journalism for
18 years before starting a second career in Jewish communal service. Jeffrey was the Director of Community Relations
for the Jewish Federation of Greater Pittsburgh from 2005-2012, then took the helm of Jewish Veg, then known as Jewish
Vegetarians of North America, in 2012. Under his leadership, Jewish Veg, a 501c3 nonprofit, has emerged as the fastest
growing veg-advocacy organization in the nation.

Jeffrey earned a B.A. from the University of California at Berkeley and a Master’s of
Public Management from Carnegie Mellon University.

He lives in Pittsburgh, PA, with his wife Kathryn, daughter Kiley, and cats Nala and
Crosby.

jewishveg.com
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May Yahrzeits 
George Adlman

Cindy Allman

Mollie Blackman

Denise Brown

Herman Coffel

Alice Cole

Florence David

Isabella Leah Debethencourt

Gregory DuCharme

Joseph Eisberg

Edward Fink

Benjamin Finn

Elsie Freeman

Lillian Gold

Diana Gordon

Natalie Gordon

Dorothy Gross

Madeline Gunther

Erwin Hittman

Jacob Holtzman

Lena Israel

Ann Krane

Blanche Lambert

Betty Landis

Lester Levy

Sylvia Levy

Henry Lichter

Mitchell Lichtman

Joan Littman

Judy May

Frank Nathanson

Scott Newhouse

Lucille Pall

Richard Pavlovec

George Perten

Irving Pesin

Leza Pincus

Helen Rifkin

Mazal Rudach

Harry Rudnick

Herbert Sakow

Frances Sandhaus

Jacqueline Schechtman

Anne Schuman

Simon Seidner

Dorothy Seligman

David Joseph Siegel

Hyman Smith

Abraham Spitzer

Marion Stansfield

Sylvia Stein

David Steinman

Jane Steinsnyder

Philip Straus

Hilda Wagner

Ruth Weiss

Julius Weisser

Aaron Whitman

Michael Wiesner

Esther Wolf

Seymour Yanowitz

Ronald Zarnet

Leo Zucker

Max Zukof

Michelle Mitzvah 
Group 

The Michelle Mitzvah Group is excited to participate in the temple's
Social Action service scheduled for Friday, June 24. We would love
to have as many participants as possible. Even if you haven’t been
involved in MMG, the service is a great opportunity to get started! 
If you are not aware of the MMG, it is an organization within the
temple dedicated to providing children with any type of assistance
they might need.  We support various childrens’ groups, large and
small, award college scholarships, donate to the rabbi’s “campership”
fund, support the Center for Food Action, etc., etc. And, if you have
an idea, or an organization that you're passionate about, provided it
has to do with children, we'd be thrilled to have you join our group.
We are always looking for new members and new ideas. We meet on
the second Tuesday of each month. If you have any questions, please
contact Ilyse Smith at mmgbhss@gmail.com.

Come and
visit Family

School!
A unique opportunity to

study as a family together
on Sunday mornings.

You're invited to join us in
session beginning at 

10 a.m. on 
May 1 or May 15.
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June Yahrzeits 
Jose Amaral

Jerrold Arons

Ruth Baum

Harold Brody

Esther Citrin

Harry Cohen

Judith Bernstein Cohen

Blanche Cramer

Larry Elkins

Carole Farfel

Arthur Fassler

Charles Fein

Harvey Felber

Donald Feuchtbaum

Dorothy Finn

Sadie Gettleman

Jack Gold

David Goldman

Edward Gordon

Harriet Gordon

Frances Grossman

Monroe Gunther

Nathan Gurian

Fajgla Sara Gutman

Moszket Matylda Gutman

Rachela Sara Gutman

Anne Hession

Edna Homnick

Maurice Sonny Israel

Simon Kasper

Carol Kelman

Robert Kopelman

Seymour Kulick

Jennifer Lateiner

Jeanette Lichter

Bertha Lipsker

Melvin Lisk

Allen May

Felix Mellin

Pearl Mellin

Sadie Miller

Kate Neumann

Saul Okon

Helen Osherowitz

Norma Palant

Norma Resnick

Stephen Ripps

Ruth B. Rose

Edward Roth

John Rothman

Benjamin Santo

Janice Schwartz

Frayda Fay Levy Seif

Selma Shacknai

Theodore Siegel

Anita Silverman

Elias Silverstein

Stanley Spellman

Sophie Squires

Barbara Thailer

Katherine Towell

Barney Victor

Harold Weinberg

Rabbi Milton Weinberg

William Weinberg

Norman Weisenfeld

Irving Weiss

Gitty Widman

Charles Wiseman

Gilbert Wunsch

Rose Zahm

Caring Committee
The Caring Committee has been quite busy making phone calls and visiting synagogue members who are ill and are in hospitals
or rehabilitation centers. We have several volunteers who prepare meals that are delivered as needed, and this committee thanks
each contributor for his/her kindness and generosity.

Along with our Brotherhood volunteers, we have been providing rides to doctors and Friday night services to members who are
not able to drive. We are, however, in need of more driving volunteers so we don’t have to turn anyone down when a
request is made. If the Caring Committee has helped you in the past, and you are able, please try to “pay it forward” to provide
help to fellow members.  

Caring Committee members also attend shiva services. It is very rewarding to see the comfort on the face of the mourner when
a temple member walks in the door to support the family at their difficult time. We encourage all to participate in this mitzvah.

If you have any availability and are willing to provide a service, please contact: 
Candy Kassover at candy1951@optonline.net  
or Laura Miller at mlctsmiller@verizon.net.
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July Yahrzeits 
Ruth Abner

Brian Bandremer

Irving Baum

Sanford Bell

Pearl Berger

David Berman

Jill Bernstein

Louis Bernstein

Frieda Bibi

Rose Bloom

Sidney Blumenfeld

Fern Bruckner

Grace Clarke

Samuel Clarke

Andrew Cohen

Barry Cohen

Frederick Cohen

Rita Cohen

Victor Cohen

Esther Cole

Irving Dorfman

Abe Feit

Seymour Friedman

Lenny Fund

Iris Glucoft

Philip Gordon

Milton Gralla

Dorothy Greenberg

Samuel Greene

Thomas Grossman

Sol Heilbraun

Jerome Hyman

Howard Israel

Jeff Jaffe

Mende Jaffe

Natalie Jaffe

Dana Kantor

Robert Kanzer

Alan Karasik

Hubert Klaskow

Philip Lacher

Harold Landau

Nathan Landau

Ronald Landau

Jill Leipzig

Phyllis Leipzig

Saul Lessen

Arthur Levine

Shirley Levine

Millie Marks

Pauline Meisner

Rose Mellin

Harry Meyers

Ida Meyers

Helen Miles

Max Miller

Sandor Mittleman

Fred Moser

Milton Novock

George Orlick

Sheldon Pall

Harvey Resnik

Ben Rice

Anne Robinovitz

Samuel Rosenthal

Edith Roth

Morris Roth

Samuel Rubin

Jeanette Saiff

Charles Sankel

Ralph Schechtman

John Schiavo

Stanley Schick

Blanche Seidner

Esther Senzel

Clarence Shapiro

Mack Shiffman

Aleksander Shlahet

Ruth Silverman

Philip Simon

Mildred Sitomer

Lois Startz

Milton Startz

Arthur Sternberg

Vernon Taylor

David Teichman

Robert Towell

Morris Trepper

Helene Weinberg

Paul Weiskop

Max Wolf

Beth Haverim Shir Shalom  Temple Topics

July & August Services
July and August Shabbat Evening Services

Will begin at 7:30 pm
EXCEPT

Friday, July 1 & August 5 will begin at 6:00 p.m.
10 a.m. Shabbat Morning Services will be held 

on July 16 & August 20 only
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August Yahrzeits 
Jerald Afir-Heffler

Meyer Alpert

Shirley Anesetti

Saundra Arons

Miriam Aronson 

David Atlas

Ben Bendalin

Abraham Berkowitz

Rita Berkowitz

Jacklyn Bofford

David Cohen

Charles Cole

Victor Cooper

Leatrice Erlman

Christopher Fields

Rachel Fields

Sol Fishkin

Irving Frank

Ethel Freeman

Harry Freeman

Ryna Gerber

Irv Goodman

Rosalie Goodman

Michael Scott Gordon

Julian Hauser

Roslyn Hess

Phyllis Hymowitz

Benjamin Israel

Jerome Johnson

Lee Johnson

Benjamin Kassover

Ada Kohlreiter

Morris Kohlreiter

Sandra Kopelman

Roz Korek

Ken Kresch

Stella Kupferberg

Nathan Lambert

Alan Lefkowitz

Frieda Lieberman

Michael Lipsker

Marie Lipson

Mildred McDonald

George Moss

Judy Myers

Hans Neumann

Inge Oelbaum

Robert Oelbaum

Bonnee Orlick

Barry Raften

Elinor Root

Rose Rosenthal

Dorothy Row

Doris Schachter

Aaron Scheinin

Werner Schott

Julius Schwartz

Evelyn Straus

Sharon Suss

Thomas Towell

Otto Tuteur

Stanley Wells

Sol Wexler
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Condolences
to Melissa Cooper on the death of her father, Paul Weinberg
to Jay Rabin and Nancy Rabin on the death of their mother, Merrie Rabin
to Ian Coyne on the death of his aunt, Betty Coyne
to Marilyn Israel on the death of her husband, Roy Israel
to Bill Pearlman on the death of his brother-in-law, Edward Tapp
to Bob Anesetti on the death of his father, Robert Anesetti, Sr.
to Geri Squire on the death of her sister, Elaine Landau

Good&Welfare
from & for the congregation

Mazal Tov
to Rabbi Mosbacher on his new position of Senior Rabbi at Shaaray Tefila and 

to the Mosbacher family on their future endeavors
to Rabbi Mosbacher on his receiving the T’ruah Human Rights Hero Award
to our BHSS Kadimah graduates –  

Kara Checke, Jacob Jaffe, Ari Mosbacher & Jamie Ratowsky
to our BHSS 5776 Confirmands –

Garrett Cole, Phoebe Gross, Aaron Johnson, Lauren Landis, Rebecca Pall & Sophie Pavon
to all of our BHSS high school and college graduates!
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Welcome New Members!
Willard S. Allman, Mahwah, NJ 

Larry Palant & Mona Sussman, Suffern, NY

R’fuah Sh’leimah
(For a Full and Speedy Recovery)

Terri Coffel

Beth Wiesner

Wednesday, May 4, 7 pm 
The evening will include a service, program featuring choral music by the 
BHSS Adult Choir, and a guest speaker, Mr. Alan Moskin.

Mr. Alan Moskin of Nanuet, New York will speak about how at the beginning of May 1945, as a
young G.I., he participated in the liberation of the Gunskirchen Concentration Camp, a sub-camp
of Mauthausen. Mr. Moskin's unit fought in combat through France, Germany and Austria during
which time he was promoted from Private to Staff Sergeant. After the war, Mr. Moskin remained
in Europe until June 1946 as a member of the U.S. Army of Occupation.

Alan Moskin was born in Englewood, New Jersey on May 30, 1926. He attended Syracuse
University both before and after his military service in World War II and graduated in May 1948. He
then attended New York University Law School, graduating with a J.D. degree in June 1951. He
practiced law as a civil trial attorney in New Jersey for over 20 years and subsequently worked in
the private business sector until he retired in 1991. Mr. Moskin has spoken extensively to students
about his experiences as an infantry combat soldier and a "Concentration Camp" liberator.

YOM HASHOAH COMMEMORATION 
WITH A TALK BY A CONCENTRATION CAMP LIBERATOR



Our final event of the 2015-2016 season is a very special one
and a first for Beth Haverim Shir Shalom. We are hosting a
special concert by the Glen Rock Pops Orchestra. The concert
will be held on Sunday, May 15, 2016 at 2:00 pm at BHSS

and is open to the public so please bring invite friends and
family! And, it’s FREE! Refreshments will be served after the
performance. Music will include selections from Broadway,
movies, and American classics – something to appeal to all

ages. What a way to end our year;
with a bang, or should I say a
POP!

Did you enjoy our offerings this
year? Movie Night benefitting the
Center for Food Action when we
showed “Frozen,” Coffeehouse
Cantors when we raised money for
the World Union for Progressive
Judaism, or maybe it was the small
gathering for Cantor’s 10th
Anniversary? How about the
Choir’s singing during the
Chanukah service or Shabbat
Shirah? Do you have ideas for
what you would like to see next
season? Email me any time at
niberger@aol.com and let’s chat!  

Musically yours,
Nora Berger 

Notes from Music
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Meeting friends at Panera? Sipping Starbucks? Do
you shop at ShopRite, Stop & Shop, Acme or
Fairway? Support BHSS with this easy, ongoing
fundraiser by buying gift cards to use at these and
dozens of other stores and restaurants! Beth
Haverim offers a wonderful gift card program.  It’s
easy and simple if you wish to utilize this program.

There is no additional cost to you, and the temple
makes money.  As an example, if you purchased a
$25 gift card to Panera, the temple earns $2.25 on
that card.  If you purchased a $25 ShopRite card,
the temple would earn $1. Just think, for every
$100 of Shoprite cards purchased, the temple
earns $4. If every family participated in this
fantastic program, the temple has the potential to
earn over $20,000 a year.  All we would need is for
each family to purchase $100 in Shop Rite cards or
something else that you prefer. Everyone needs
food in their house.  Please consider participating
in this wonderful program. There is a full list of
vendors on the website. 

Most of the time, I can order gift cards and have
them to you within one week. As we have in the
past, we still have in-stock Amazon, Barnes &
Noble, Bed Bath & Beyond, CVS, Dunkin Donuts,
iTunes, Panera, Starbucks, ShopRite, Stop & Shop
and Target.

Check out the BHSS website (top of the front
page) to view a list of cards available. They also
make wonderful gifts for teachers, coaches,
birthdays, anniversaries and the holidays!

Please contact Lisa Lamster at (lisalams@optonline.net) or
201-760-1935 with any questions or to order your cards today!



2 EXECUTIVE BOULEVARD | SUITE 307
SUFFERN, NY 10901 | 845-652-5358

www.bernsteinsmiles.com

Visit us at our
new location

in Suffern
with the same
great staff you

know and
love!

Full Range of Services & Advanced Procedures

IraM. Bernstein, DMD, LLC
Bernstein Smiles

• General
Dentistry

• Cosmetic
Dentistry

• Invisalign

• Whitening
(In office &
take home)

We also offer Botox and Juvederm!

           



  

Empowering Women thru Motion presents:



Center for Food Action 
is looking for the following types 
of donations during the year: 

May - Canned Meat/Fish

Items can be brought to the
synagogue and placed in the

baskets in the front lobby or inside
the school entrance.

Wear your camp gear for our
presentation, 9-10 am on Sunday,

March 27!
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LAW OFFICE OF JEFFREY S. LIPKIN 

 General Litigation   Insurance Claims 
 Business Disputes  Partnership Disputes 
 Employment Disputes  Contract Drafting and Disputes 
 Landlord-Tenant Disputes  Commercial Litigation/Collection 
 Real Estate Disputes  Bad Neighbor Disputes 
 Municipal Court  Personal Injury 
 Medical Malpractice  Products Liability 

 20 years of “big firm” experience at affordable rates 

1000 C Lake St., Ramsey, NJ  (201) 962-3876 
www.jefflipkinlaw.com 

 

DANIEL FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC
DR. MARC DANIEL • DR. JOSH DANIEL

65 N. Franklin Turnpike
Ramsey, NJ 07446

Office:  (201) 934-1166
Fax:  (201) 934-8170





LANDIS
Painting

� Owner supervision on site everyday and available via cell phone 7 days a week
� Work uninterrupted until job is completed (we do not pull off your job to start another and then return)
� 2 year warranty on labor and materials � No subcontractors       � Daily clean up procedure
Let Landis Painting show you their commitment to top quality work, customer service
and professionalism

Call for your free estimate 201-337-5559
Visit us on the web at www.Landis-Painting.com

Angie’s List Super Service Award winner
7 years in a row!

“When People Prefer the Finest”

Contact Iris 
in the office to 
advertise your 

business in 
Temple Topics. 





BETH HAVERIM SHIR SHALOM
280 RAMAPO VALLEY ROAD
MAHWAH, NJ 07430

Rabbi Joel Mosbacher
Cantor David Perper 
Rebecca McVeigh, Educator 

?To do in May and June:       

Lend a hand in the BHSS Community Garden – Sun., May 1, 9 am & Sun., May 15, 11 am•
Volunteer in the garden throughout the summer on Sunday mornings ~ sign up is in the temple lobby!•
Yom Hashoah Commemoration -- Wednesday, May 4, 7:00 pm with guest Speaker Mr. Alan Moskin, •
a concentration camp liberator

Help the victims of the Society Hill Condominium fire -- Nagoya Luncheon, May 1. bjlat22@verizon.net for more info•
Torah Study -- Saturdays, beginning at 8:15 am: May 7, 14, 21 & 28 / June 4, 11, 18 & 25•
Share Shabbat with BHSS friends at the Congregational Dinner May 6 & June 3, 7 pm following 6 pm Shabbat family •
services, by RSVP to temple office

Enjoy a community concert in recognition of Yom HaZikaron & Yom Ha’atzmaut at Temple Beth Or -- •
Wednesday, May 11, 7:30 pm, featuring Cantors Perper & Steinsnyder and the BHSS Adult Choir

Learn about the organization Jewish Veg and the benefits of a plant-based diet from guest speaker Jeffrey Cohan, •
Director of Jewish Veg -- Friday, May 13, 7:30 pm
Teacher appreciation and Grandparent Shabbat -- Friday, May 20, 7:30 pm Show your appreciation to our •
BHSS Teachers and honor your Grandparents.

Join the Library Ladies for Book & A Bagel -- Sunday, May 22 at 12:30 pm, All I Know and Love by Judith Frank•
Join us on Friday, June 10, 7:30 pm as we celebrate Shabbat with Brotherhood 2.0•
Please join the BHSS 5776 Confirmands and their families on Saturday, June 11 at 7:00 pm for our Erev •
Shavuot/Confirmation service. Followed by Tikkun Leil Shavuot - Learning, Laughing, and Noshing late into the night!
Celebrate Shabbat, thank our outgoing and incoming Board of Trustees and honor Rabbi Mosbacher -- •
Friday June 17, 7:30 pm
Social Action Shabbat -- Friday, June 25, 7:30pm•

Sessions of School:
Sundays: May 1, 8, 15, & 22
Mondays: May 2, 9 (no Kadimah), 16 & 23
Tuesdays: May 3, 10, 17 & 24

Office Closed - 
Monday, May 30
Monday, July 4


