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ADAR I/ADAR II/NISAN 5776
Friday, March 4
Saturday, March 5
Friday, March 11

Saturday, March 12
Friday, March 18
Saturday, March 19
Sunday, March 20
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7:30 pm Shabbat Service honoring Cantor David Perper
Oneg Shabbat Hosts: the Rabin and Mitnick family
10:00 am Bar Mitzvah of Benjamin Mitnick
6:00 pm Shabbat Family Service. Birthdays in March will be celebrated
7:00 pm Congregational Dinner following services, by RSVP
Oneg Shabbat Hosts: the Skier family
10:00 am B’nai Mitzvah of Rebecca and Jaden Skier
7:30 pm Sisterhood Shabbat Service
Oneg Shabbat Hosts: the Moss family and BHSS Sisterhood
10:00 am Bat Mitzvah of Rachel Moss
11:30 am Purim Mini Shpiel
11:45 am Purim Carnival

Wednesday, March 23 7:00 pm Reading of the Megillah & Purim Shpiel; join us at 6:15 pm for Pizza!
Friday, March 25

Saturday, March 26
Friday, April 1

Saturday, April 2
Friday, April 8
Saturday, April 9

7:30 pm Shabbat Service
Guest speaker: Geoff Mitelman, of Sinai and Synapses “How Do We Talk About Science
and Religion?” Oneg Shabbat Hosts: the Goldstein and Rabin families
10:00 am B’not Mitzvah of Sydney Goldstein and Tamara Bo Rabin
6:00 pm Shabbat Family Service. Birthdays in April will be celebrated
7:00 pm Congregational Dinner following services, by RSVP
Oneg Shabbat Hosts: the Grossman family
10:00 am Bar Mitzvah of Drew Grossman
7:30 pm Youth Group Creative Shabbat Service
Oneg Shabbat Hosts: the Savoy and Selman families
10:00 am B’nai Mitzvah of Luke Savoy and Cole Selman
5:30 pm Havdalah and Healing Service

Friday, April 15
Saturday, April 16

7:30 pm Shabbat Service. Oneg Shabbat Hosts: the Ovadia family
10:00 am B’nai Mitzvah of Samantha and Daniel Ovadia

Friday, April 22
Saturday, April 23

no Shabbat Service due to 1st night Passover Seder
10:00 am Shabbat Festival Morning Service
5:30 pm Havdalah and Congregational Second Night Seder, by RSVP

Friday, April 29
Saturday, April 30

10:00 am Festival Yizkor Service. 7:30 pm Shabbat Service
no Shabbat Service
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President’s Message
from Nancy Levene
“And the Youth Shall See Visions”
(inspired by Joel 3:1)
Written by Debbie Friedman
And the old shall dream dreams, and the youth shall see visions,
And our hopes shall rise up to the sky.
We must live for today; we must build for tomorrow.
Give us time, give us strength, give us life.
Change is good. Who says so? Usually someone who is on the
winning side of the change. There are songs about change in
every generation. We are always changing -- isn’t that what
life is all about?
We know Beth Haverim Shir Shalom is changing this year,
but it has always been changing. What is now a vibrant Jewish
community serving families from communities in New York
and New Jersey had very humble beginnings. An ad in a local
paper about 46 year ago seeking Jews interested in forming a
new synagogue in northern Bergen County brought together
the founding members of Beth Haverim. BH first met in the
basement of a church in Waldwick, NJ. Around the same
time, like-minded Jews in Rockland County, NY, just a few
miles north, were also seeking a new spiritual home. The
invisible state line separated the two groups, but their paths
would come together someday.
Over the years, change came to both congregations…
Together we’ve had 8 locations, 12 sanctuaries, 10 rabbis, 5
cantors, 10 rabbinical and cantorial students and thousands of
congregants.* eventually these two Reform Jewish
congregations came together, first by sharing their high school
programs and then by merging the two congregations eight
years ago to become Beth Haverim Shir Shalom. Combining
the names symbolically joined the two groups together.
Locations have changed, clergy and staff has changed, even
the prayer book we use has changed. There has always been
change. But what remains the same? We are still a group of
committed, engaged Jewish families who want a place to
worship, educate our children and to find a spiritual home.
We celebrate the birth of babies, burst with pride at every bar
and bat mitzvah, and stand together at our homes during a
shiva. We cry and we laugh, and we change together.
Rabbi Mosbacher is leaving at the end of June, marking
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another change for the congregation. As we say goodbye,
we will begin a new phase in our congregational life. Together
we will continue to add to the memories that began over 46
years ago.
in July, we will welcome another rabbi who will add their gifts
to the tapestry that is BHSS. i recall a phrase Rabbi
Mosbacher uses at every bar and bat mitzvah when he passes
the Torah from parent to child, “forming another link on the
chain of the Jewish people.” i picture welcoming a new rabbi as
another link on the chain of Beth Haverim Shir Shalom,
another link that will only make us stronger.
And yes, this is all change, that affects each of us in different
ways, but what will remain is the spirit of the families,
individuals, adults, and children who make up our
community and the clergy and staff who watch out for us
every day. We have a shared story that is still being written.
*Numbers are approximate and for illustration only.

***

The Ulam
We are also experiencing physical changes! A new building
signals another change that you contributed to and that will
be here for many generations to enjoy. We officially opened
the Ulam, our new gathering place, with a mezuzah blessing
and open house. The building is complete and was paid for by
you and the 115 families who contributed to the
beautification of this new place.
Special thanks to Jim Dubroff, Howard and Debbie Falkow,
and Corey Mitnick for their generous contribution of
building expertise, materials and design inspiration.
The great new community space grew out of a falling-down
wreck of a building that was original to the property. it was
either tear down and walk away, or build on the existing
footprint. We went with building, and it took some vision,
but it has paid off. We now have a multipurpose room, a fully
equipped kitchen and two bathrooms. The space can be used
for a Kiddush lunch, family dinner on erev Shabbat, a
gathering of adult learners, or a learning space for our kids.
You are only limited by your imagination. Check it out. if
you would like to rent the Ulam for your next event, contact
iris Greenberg in the synagogue office.
Beth Haverim Shir Shalom Temple Topics

From the Rabbi
“If not now, when?”
There are cantors, and then there is Cantor David Perper.
When the congregation hired Cantor Perper on a part-time
basis 10 years ago, we had no idea what we were in for, to be
honest. Here was this person with huge talent, making huge
promises about the power of sacred music to transform a
congregation. The search committee looked at each other and
said, “is this guy everything he and his references said he is?
Because if he is, we’re in for a treat.”
As it turns out, he wasn't just everything he and everyone else
promised. He was so much more.
Cantor Perper is an incredibly gifted musician who inspires us
every week. Service attendance surged when he joined us, and
we've never looked back. No one can inspire us on the High
Holidays to connect with ourselves and the Holy One like
Cantor can. Our festival celebrations are more beautiful every

The Ulam

year, and our Purim spiels get
bigger and more fun -- all because
of Cantor’s dedication and
commitment to both musical excellence and joy.
He is an incredible teacher of music to our choirs, who gives
so much more than tempo and dynamics to them -- he gives
them his heart and soul, and has created a community of love
and mutual support among that tight-knit group of
volunteers who inspire us with song.
Our kids are privileged to have an amazing teacher when it
comes to preparing to become b'nei mitzvah; yes, they learn
to read and chant Hebrew from him so that they lead the
congregation beautifully, but more than that, he challenges
them to grow emotionally through the process, to be proud of
themselves as Jews, and to stand up straight physically and
spiritually.
We have in Cantor Perper a gifted pastoral care presence
in his own right. He visits us in the hospital and in
houses of mourning; he meets with congregants
privately in moments of struggle, and he rejoices with us
at baby namings, under the wedding chuppah, and so
much more.
Cantor is a leader among our staff; his vision for the
congregation is expansive, and he challenges us all to
think big and to think of the future.
On March 4 and 5, we will celebrate his ﬁrst 10 years
with Beth Haverim Shir Shalom. i urge you to be with
us for both nights if you possibly can. Bring friends -friends who are members, friends who used to be
members, and friends who are not-yet members. Let us
honor the man, the passionate Jew, the gifted and everlearning and growing cantor we are so privileged to call
our own -- David Perper!
-Rabbi Joel Mosbacher
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2015/2016 BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Rabbi Joel Mosbacher
201-337-4803
rabbimosbacher@yahoo.com
201-934-1894
cantorperper@earthlink.net
Cantor David Perper
educator, Rebecca McVeigh
201-512-1983
schoolatbethhav@optonline.net
President, Nancy Levene
201-236-6059
nblevene@gmail.com
Past President, Jennifer Cole
201-891-2438
thecole6@yahoo.com
845-321-1439
jackielowenfels@aol.com
Vice President, Jackie Lowenfels
Vice President, Corey Mitnick
201-529-5285
cmitnick@gmail.com
201-825-6265
doug@dawrightassociates.com
Vice President, Doug Wright
Treasurer, Mitchell Miller
201-337-4503
mlctsmiller@verizon.net
Asst. Treasurer, Aldine Rostolder
201-252-2823
aldines@hotmail.com
Secretary, Harvey Weinberg
646-364-8417
harvey.weinberg@oliverwyman.com
Trustee, ellen Fasanaro
201-934-6710
ellen.7755@gmail.com
Trustee, Debbie Falkow
201-327-4849
debfalkow@hotmail.com
Trustee, Deborah Klein
201-934-1623
deborah.klein18@gmail.com
Trustee, Paul Lipson
201-934-7060
lipson123@verizon.net
Trustee, Linda Schwartz
845-504-0577
linda.ellman@schwartzhouse.com
URJ Liaison, Al Levene
201-236-6059
alleve1@aol.com
Sisterhood Co. Pres., Lisa Lamster
201-760-1935
lisalams@optonline.net
Sisterhood Co. Pres., Gail Spencer
201-739-8629
sprucer@aol.com
Brotherhood Pres. Jonathan Theodore
845-357-5378
president@BHSSbrotherhood.org
Michelle Mitzvah, Chair, ilyse Smith
201-995-1177
mmgbhss@gmail.com
Dir.of informal Youth Programming, Liza Fishman 201-994-5898 lfishmanbhss@gmail.com
Youth Act. Coord. Gr. 3-5, Brittany Silverman 201-994-5898 bsilvermanbhss@gmail.com
Sr. Youth Group. Pres. Jamie Ratowsky
914-356-5246
jamieratowsky@yahoo.com
2015/2016 COMMITTEE CHAIRS

March
Birthdays
Emma Bethon
Jackson Bloom
Jonathan Cassell
John Dowd
Ariel Ehrlich
Jacob Eichner

Life Long Learning, Leslie Sapienza

201-760-8972

sapienz@optonline.net

Jessica Epstein

Life Long Learning, Beth Dubiel

201-684-0705

dubiels@optonline.net

BUiLDiNG & GROUNDS, Jim Dubroff

201-327-7014

jimdubroff@yahoo.com

Nicole Fox

BUiLDiNG & GROUNDS, Harris Reinstein

201-652-0898

harrisreinstein@msn.com

Raiden Furst
Amanda Glucoft

CARiNG, Co Chair, Candy Kassover

201-934-8229

candy1951@optonline.net

CARiNG, Co Chair, Laura Miller

201-337-4503

mlctsmiller@verizon.net

COMMUNiCATiONS, Lisa Lamster

201-760-1935

lisalams@optonline.net

eNDOWMeNT, Chair, Harvey Weinberg

646-364-8417

harvey.weinberg@oliverwyman.com

eDUCATiON, Lauren einhorn

201-447-7094

laureneinhorn16@gmail.com

LiBRARY, Sheryl ives

201-794-1017

sjives17@yahoo.com

LiBRARY, Ruth Turner

845-351-5732

rggt@optonline.net

MeMBeRSHiP, Chair, Jen Cole

201-891-2438

thecole6@yahoo.com

MUSiC, Chair, Nora Berger

201-703-0132

niberger@aol.com

OUTReACH, Jane Young

201-327-1281

jnapfy@aol.com

RiTUAL, Co Chair, Stacey Coyne

845-300-3505

staceycoy@aol.com

RiTUAL, Co Chair, Judy Teich

845-512-8506

judy.teich@gmail.com

SOCiAL ACTiON, Chair, Whitney Speer

201-825-2441

whitneyspeer@msn.com

Sydney Goldstein
Liam Irizarry
Averie Katz
Brian Krantz
Rachel LaCorte
Theodora Leibman
Taylor Marder
Rachel Moss
Ella Rosen
Kate Rosen
Eli Swerdloff

Candlelighting times:
March 4 – 5:33 pm Vayachel
March 11 – 5:41 pm P’kudei
March 18 – 6:48 pm Vayikra
March 25 – 6:56 pm Tzav
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April 1 – 7:03 pm Sh’mini
April 8 – 7:10 pm Tazria
April 15 – 7:18 pm M’tzora
April 22 – 7:25 pm Pesach I
April 29 – 7:32 pm Pesach VIII

Jack Weiss
Matthew Wolfeiler

Cantor’s Corner

April
Birthdays
Jack Adler
Jack Alpert
Marin Appel
Sophie Baum
Eli Behar
Zachary Bibi
Reagan Elizabeth Bloom
Elizabeth Chernick
Daniel Cohen
Jason Cohen
Alexa Denburg
Jessica Diamond
Jack Edelson
Spencer Edelson
Ilana Reese Gilbert
Drew Grossman
Luke Hollander
Victoria Laddy
Zoe Lynn
Brody Miller
Jakob Mitnick
Max Nierenberg
Daniel Ovadia
Samantha Ovadia
Max Pearlman
Ryan Richard Polansky
Gabriel Reinstein
Michael Savino
Warren Schindler
Jordan Shamus
Parker Slivka
Remi Slivka
Lawson Vogel

This year’s Lifelong learning theme is “Reflect, Renew,
Repair,” and will serve as guide for this installment of
Cantor’s Corner. First, to ReFLeCT. Since hearing of
Rabbi Mosbacher’s announcement that he was leaving
BHSS, i have felt many different emotions, ranging from sadness and anger, to
frustration and disappointment. Given some time to process, the feelings of thanks
came to overshadow the rest. i have had a decade with Rabbi Mosbacher. A decade
of challenges, blessing and friendship, trust, Torah, and learning. Of singing together,
making harmonies on the bimah & jamming at Coffeehouse Cantors. Which by the
way, is coming to BHSS after an extensive tour that would have gone through
Philadelphia (were it not for the blizzard in late January), and Tulsa, Oklahoma!
That’s right, Coffeehouse Cantors, Saturday April 2, 7pm. Be HeRe FOR
SURPRiSeS TOO! (But don’t tell anyone!)
ReNeW. We need to renew our openness in our search for the next rabbis who will
join this holy community. Renew our efforts to welcome and assist our interim rabbi
as the transition continues. Renew our communal commitment to helping those in
need. And renew our care for our own members, in whatever fashion is needed.
This is a real strength of BHSS.
RePAiR? There are rabbis who specialize as interims. in some instances, a
congregation falls into inner conflict of one kind or another. But, in our case, as many
candidates have pointed out in their initial interviews, we are exceptional in that we
have gained and grown in membership over the last number of years, and that we are
healthy both fiscally, and in terms of leadership at all levels.
So…….RePAiR? i don’t think so!
My friends, may the coming days and months bring us to a time of sacred gratitude,
joy and blessing. For all that Rabbi Joel and elyssa Mosbacher has given to, and done
for, us all. For all that he has been called to do at his next community, in addition to
his tireless work for gun safety and control, may his efforts be fruitful. Amen

UPCOMING EVENTS
Cantors 10th Anniversary Celebration – Friday, March 4, 7:30 pm service
Dinner Dance for Cantor’s 10th -- Saturday, March 5 (call office for tickets)
Coffeehouse Cantors -- Saturday April 2, 7 pm (ticket and donation info to follow)
Glen Rock Pops Orchestra at BHSS – Sunday, May 15, 2 pm, FRee
Jazz & Honor & Thanks – Saturday, June 25, 7:30 pm. Come for an evening of
food and friends as we thank and honor Rabbi Joel Mosbacher, with good food, and
great jazz (sponsored by the Music Committee)
-- Cantor David Perper
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An Update from the BHSS Search Committee:
it has been a busy month for the interim Rabbi Search Committee. After posting our listing for the interim position
with the Central Conference of American Rabbis (CCAR), we received many applications. Our committee carefully reviewed
the resumes and held Skype interviews with seven of the candidates. Four “finalists” were then invited to visit our community
in person to further explore the possibility of them serving our congregation. These visits included individual meetings with
our staff, and various other opportunities for us to observe and assess the candidates’ interactions with groups of congregants
of all ages and stages of life.
On behalf of the interim Search Committee, i would like to thank everyone who participated in the learning sessions
and other meetings with the interim candidates. Regretfully, time constraints did not permit all congregants to meet the
applicants, however we are confident that our assessments were thorough and our feedback representative of our
congregation’s interests. We are encouraged and excited about the quantity and quality of candidates and by the time this
newsletter arrives in your mailbox, we are likely to have a recommendation.
i also would like to take this opportunity to respond to common questions regarding the purpose of an interim rabbi
and why BHSS chose to pursue this particular path. The intentional interim rabbi, a relatively new position within the
reform movement, is someone who has received special training in skills related to assisting synagogues in transition. interim
rabbis are generally offered a limited contract (in our case one year, beginning July 1, 2016) to serve as the transitional
spiritual leader while the congregation actively seeks to hire its next “settled” or “permanent” rabbi. The expectation is that
the interim rabbi will not be considered for this permanent position. in contrast, they are specifically trained for and
committed to a temporary position.
Transitions in synagogue life can be difficult, especially when the rabbi who is leaving is beloved. One goal of the
interim rabbi will be to help provide closure around Rabbi Mosbacher’s departure. The interim rabbi is not a “substitute” or
mere placeholder, but rather will play an instrumental role, helping us reflect on where we have evolved as a community and
encourage us to envision what we want to be in the future, so that we can embark upon a healthy search process for our new
rabbi. Finally, and perhaps most importantly, the interim rabbi will be Our Rabbi, assuming the traditional everyday
rabbinic and pastoral functions, including being our spiritual leader alongside Cantor Perper, as well as the full range of
rabbinic duties such as B’nei Mitzvah preparations and other life cycle events, pastoral counseling, teaching etc. insomuch as
we are a healthy congregation, the interim rabbi’s focus need not be on fixing us but instead helping us to sustain the
excellence and effectiveness of our existing programs and services.
i hope that this description exemplifies why the leaders of BHSS have chosen to hire an interim rabbi. Our
leadership consulted with URJ advisors and spoke to a number of congregations who were faced with similar circumstances,
and their advice was consistent and clear. Hiring a trained interim rabbi is an option which provides the guidance and
necessary time for the thoughtful, intentional work that needs to be done in order for our next settled rabbi to be successful.
Finally, i should add that all of the rabbis who visited BHSS praised our exceptional hospitality and the extraordinary
teamwork between clergy, staff and lay leaders. They spoke of how it would be an honor to serve our congregation. Our
unique community will undoubtedly help us to attract the top rabbinic candidates in our current search as well as the search
process ahead.
Thank you for supporting and trusting us to serve our BHSS family by engaging in this work. Please don’t hesitate to
reach out if you have questions or concerns. We very much value your input and feedback.
- Jen Cole
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March Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1

4 pm School 4/5
7:30 pm
Ritual Mtg

6
9 am
School FS & 6 noon
BM Genius Bar
1 pm Prepping for
Passover

13
9 am
School FS & 6
1 pm Prepping for
Passover

20

7
4 pm
School K-3
5 pm Group Class
6:45 pm Kadimah

14
4 pm
School K-3
5 pm Group Class
6:45 pm Kadimah

21

9 am
4 pm
School FS & 6
School K-3
11:30 am Mini Shpiel
5 pm Group Class
11:45 am Purim
6:45 pm Kadimah
Carnival

27

9 am
School FS & 6

28

8
4 pm School 4/5
6:30 pm
Group Class
7:30 pm
MMG Mtg
7:30 pm
Exec. Comm.

15
4 pm School 4/5
6:30 pm
Group Class
7:30 pm
Bd Mtg

Wednesday
2

3

9

10

7 pm
Jr Choir
8 pm
Adult Choir

16

4 pm
School 4/5
6:30 pm
Group Class
7:30 pm Music
Comm Mtg

6:15 pm Pizza
7 pm
Purim Shpiel

29

30

4

11
6 PM Tefilot Family
Service
7 PM Dinner by
RSVP

17

7 pm
Challah Making
w/Rabbi
Mosbacher
8 pm
Adult Choir

23

Friday

7:30 pm Tefilot
Cantor Perper 10th
Anniv.

8 pm
Adult Choir

22

4 pm
4 pm School 4/5
School K-3
6:30 pm
5 pm Group Class
Group Class
6:45 pm Kadimah 7 pm BM Genius Bar

Thursday

18

7:30 pm Tefilot
Sisterhood Shabbat

24

25

7:30 pm Tefilot
Guest Speaker
Geoff Mittleman

Saturday
5
VAYAKHEL
8:15 Torah Study
10 am
Benjamin Mitnick
7 pm
Cantor
Anniv.

12
P'KUDEI
8:15 Torah Study
10 am
Jaden Skier
Rebecca Skier

19
VAYIKRA
8:15 Torah Study
10 am
Rachel Moss

26
TZAV
8:15 Torah Study
10 am
Sydney Goldstein
Tamara Bo Rabin

31

8 pm
Adult Choir

Notes:
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April Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
1
6 PM Tefilot
Family Service
7 PM Dinner
by RSVP

3

9 am
School FS & 6

10

9 am
School FS & 6

17

4

4 pm School 4/5
4 pm
6:30 pm
School K-3
Group Class
5 pm - Group Class
7:30 pm
6:45 pm Kadimah Ritual Mtg 7:30 pm
Men's Seder

11
4 pm
School K-3
5 pm - Group Class
6:45 pm Kadimah

18

9 am
4 pm
School FS & 6 noon
School K-3
BM Genius Bar
5 pm - Group Class
12:30 Mah Jongg
6:45 pm Kadimah
Brunch

24

NO SCHOOL

Notes:
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5

25

NO SCHOOL

12
4 pm School 4/5
6:30 pm
Group Class
7:30 pm
MMG Mtg
7:30 pm
Exec. Comm.

19
4 pm School 4/5
6:30 pm
Group Class
7:30 pm
Bd Mtg

26

NO SCHOOL 7:30
pm Music Comm

6

7

7:30 pm Tefilot
Youth Group
Service Taste of
Passover Oneg

8 pm
Adult Choir

13

8 pm
Adult Choir

20

14

6 pm Miriam Seder

21

12-2 pm Library
Comm. Backpacks
8 pm
Adult Choir

27

8 pm
Adult Choir

8

15

7:30 pm Tefilot

22

First Seder NO
SERVICE AT BHSS

28

29

Saturday
2
SH'MINI
8:15 Torah Study
10 am
Drew Grossman
7:30 pm
Coffeehouse
Cantors

9
TAZRIA
8:15 Torah Study
10 am
Luke Savoy Cole
Selman 5:30 pm
Havdalah &
Healing Svce

16
M'TZORA
8:15 Torah Study
10 am
Daniel Ovadia
Samantha Ovadia

23
PESACH I
8:15 Torah Study
10 am
Shabbat Festival
Service
6 pm 2d Seder

30

OFFICE CLOSED 10
PESACH 8
8:15
am Yizkor Svce 7:30
Torah Study
pm Tefilot

From the Rabbinic Intern
i have about 70 different haggadot. Annie says my collection
is getting out of hand. i love haggadot because each one is a
fascinating artifact of its time. i have feminist haggadot and
Soviet Jewry haggadot. i have an interfaith haggadah and a
militant vegetarian haggadah. each one is a little time capsule,
preserving the hopes and fears of the time and place in which
it was written. The haggadah industry fascinates me. Today,
there are websites like www.haggadot.com where you can
design your own family haggadah, combining ancient and
modern readings, and then either print it out or send it to the
iPads of all the people at your seder table. it makes me wonder
what the new additions to my collection will look like in 30
or 50 years.
One of my favorites in the collection is The Open Door: A
Passover Haggadah, edited by Rabbi Sue Levi elwell and
published by the Central Conference of American Rabbis, the
Reform rabbinical body, in 2002. What makes it unique
among all the haggadot i have seen is that there are two version
of every blessing in the book. They appear side by side. One
uses traditional masculine language for God (Baruch atah
Adonai…), and the other rewrites the words in a feminine
construction (B’rucha at Yah). As you might know, Hebrew,
like many world languages, is a gendered language. Unlike in
english, where verbs and nouns do not need to have a specific
gender, in Hebrew all verbs and nouns must be either
masculine or feminine. One of the stumbling blocks for
modern thinkers when they encounter Jewish texts is that the
vast majority of the time, God is described as male. God is
Melech ha-olam – not just ruler of the universe, but King.
Some modern liturgists have experimented with creative
ways around this problem, in order to expand our
conceptualization of a God who is neither masculine nor
feminine. For instance, some replace the word Melech (king)
with Ruach (soul). Rabbi elwell’s haggadah is one example
of an attempt to break down the monolith of a strictly
male God.
What strikes me as particularly meaningful about this
approach in the Passover context is that the holiday pushes us
to expand our concepts of God. One of the hidden questions
of the Passover Seder is “Who is God to you?” Passover is our
time to think about God redeeming the israelites and ask,
“Has God been a redeeming presence in my life?” it is a time
to read about the God who loves freedom and justice and to
ask, “Would God be happy with the amount of freedom and

justice in the world today?” Rabbi
elwell’s haggadah makes this practice
clear on every page. it asks us to
wonder whether we connect to the
God who is the ruler of the universe or the soul of the
universe. She challenges us to broaden and deepen the ways
we think about God, to make a choice on every page to be
intentional about the language we use. The power of Passover
is that every year we are compelled to ask questions, to engage
with the text in new ways, and find new meanings for our
lives. As we enter this Passover season, i look forward to many
conversations about the ways you find yourself in the
haggadah text (or the ways in which you don’t). i wish you all
a Passover full of meaning, joy, and great food!
if you are interested in learning more about the haggadah or
how to lead a lively family seder, i hope you will join me for
a three-part learning experience:
• February 28, 1-2 pm – Diving into the Haggadah pt. 1
• March 6, 1-2 pm – Diving into the Haggadah pt. 2
• March 13, 7-8 pm – Leading Lively Seders
To RSVP, please call the synagogue office at
201-512-1983 by Feb. 24.
Come to one session, or all three!
SAVE THE DATE
Please join Beth Haverim Shir Shalom in welcoming
Jeffrey Cohan, Executive Director of Jewish Veg
to our congregation. Jeffrey will be speaking at
Friday night services on May 13, 2016.
He will be available to answer your questions about
the organization Jewish Veg and about the benefits of
following a compassionate plant based diet. Delicious
vegan treats will be available to sample!

jewishveg.com
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...will be called to the Torah...
Benjamin Mitnick - March 5, 2016
Lives in Mahwah, New Jersey. Mother,
Nancy Rabin, Father, Corey, Sister,
Gavriela, 16, Brother, Jakob, 10 ..........
is a 7th grader at Ramapo Ridge Middle
School......... His interests include
performing arts - singing, acting, music;
video games; favorite subject is math. “i
aspire to be a professional singer when i grow
up. i am very excited, but also very stressed about
my bar mitzvah. i really feel a strong connection to
my faith and the temple. i’m working very hard to
make sure everything goes well! i am very involved
with scouting and we are always doing community
service. However, for my bar mitzvah, i really
wanted to do something more special to me.
Luckily i was fortunate enough to share my passion
of singing by participating in various community
events, singing at nursing homes, and even getting
to sing at a children's hospital. i have also been
working with my teachers in planning future
singing events.”

Jaden Skier - March 12, 2016
Lives in Upper Saddle River, New Jersey.
Mother, Paula, Father, Chad, Sister,
Rebecca, 13........... is a 7th grader at
Cavallini Middle School....... His
interests include taekwondo, swimming,
computers, video games, and camp.
“When i grow up i want to go into
computer science because i love technology.
i feel excited to celebrate with my family and
friends, and relieved to be finished with my
assignments. For my community service project,
i am collecting old cell phones for an organization
that refurbishes them and gives them to deployed
soldiers so they can talk to their families.”
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Rebecca Skier - March 12, 2016
Lives in Upper Saddle River, New Jersey.
Mother, Paula, Father, Chad, Brother,
Jaden, 13........ is a 7th grader at
Cavallini Middle School......... Her
interests include animals, taekwondo,
swimming, and camp. “i would like to be
a lawyer because i like debating. i am
excited about become a bat mitzvah, and
relieved that my work is finished. i am making
dog/cat beds out of upcycled sweatshirts. All of them
will be donated to animal shelters.”

Rachel Moss - March 19, 2016
Lives in Mahwah, New Jersey. Mother,
Lynn, Father, Stuart, Brother, Jared,
16............ is a 7th grader at Ramapo
Ridge Middle School........ Her
interests include Blue Rill Day Camp,
basketball, and Youtube. “i would like
to do well in school and be successful.
i am excited and nervous at the same time!
i helped prepare a meal for the soup kitchen in
Suffern, then served the meal, and helped clean
up.”

Sydney Goldstein - March 26, 2016
Lives in Suffern, New York. Mother,
Deena, Father, Scott, Brother, Ben, 9,
Sister, Allie, 14........... is a 7th grader
at Suffern Middle School......... Her
interests include soccer, basketball,
lacrosse, playing the trombone, and
math. “i want to be a surgeon or an FBi
agent when i grow up. i am excited to
celebrate this special occasion with my family and
friends. For my community service i am helping
children with special needs participate in a
basketball program.”
Beth Haverim Shir Shalom Temple Topics

...will be called to the Torah...
Tamara Bo Rabin - March 26, 2016
Lives in Upper Saddle River, New Jersey.
Mother, Laurie, Father, Jay, ...........
is an 8th grader at Cavallini Middle
School............ Her interests include
ice hockey, swimming, running, and
snowboarding, along with academic
interests of math, reading, and playing the
saxophone. “My sports ambition is to become
an Olympic hockey player. i also want to get
accepted into Cornell. i then want to have a career
in investment banking or become an engineer.”

Drew Grossman - April 2, 2016
Lives in Woodcliff Lake, New Jersey.
Mother, Allison, Father, Matthew,
Brothers, Ryan, 11, and Reid, 6, Sister,
Jane, 6................. is a 7th grader at
Woodcliff Lake Middle School............
His interests include basketball, hockey,
and football. “i would like to become a
better student in school. i’m excited for my
bar mitzvah. i will be sending soccer uniforms and
cleats to a community day school in Malawi, Africa.
The boys range from ages 13 to 17. i am
researching clothing and cleats and i'm raising
money to help fund my project.”

Does your family have a Bar
or Bat Mitzvah coming up?
In order to be included in the appropriate issue
of Temple Topics, your child’s brief “bio” and
photo are due as follows:

For a May or June date, by April 1
If you need a form, or have any questions,
please call or email to the synagogue.

Luke Savoy - April 9, 2016
Lives in Montebello, New York.
Mother, Maddy, Father, Gary, Sister,
Victoria, 10................ is a 7th grader
at Suffern Middle School............... His
interests include watching and playing
sports especially football, basketball, and
xBox. “i want to be a lawyer and sports
agent when i get older. This is a big
milestone in my life. i'm also looking forward to
sharing this amazing experience with my friends
and family. i’m acting as an older brother towards
a 15 year-old boy named Nussi who has autism
and Down Syndrome. We meet every week and i
get to spend time doing things with him that make
him happy and make him feel special. i’ve gotten a
lot out of this experience also. Being able to give
my time to someone like Nussi has been very
rewarding for me.”

Cole Selman - April 9, 2016
Lives in Mahwah, New Jersey. Mother,
Julie, Father, Jon, Brothers, Justin, 22,
Brody, 15, and Ryan, 15, Sister,
Sydney, 11........... is a 7th grader at
Ramapo Ridge Middle School.........
His interests include hockey, being a
DJ, salt water fish, helping animals, and
spending time with his family and friends.
“i would like to eventually become a very
successful marine biologist. i am very happy to
become a bar mitzvah and look forward to all of
the responsibilities of becoming a man, and mostly,
that my hard work will have paid off. i ran a
“Keep a Pet Warm” drive at my school for the
“Southern Paws” shelter in Ramsey, New Jersey.
We collected blankets, towels, and other
miscellaneous items for animals in need.”
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...will be called
to the Torah...

B’nei Mitzvah
“Genius Bar”

Daniel Ovadia April 16, 2016
Lives in Airmont, New York.
Mother, Gladys, Father, Steve,
Brother, Jonathan, 14, Sister,
Samantha, 12................ is a 7th
grader at BOCeS........... His
interests include surfing the web,
videos, and trampolines. “i would like to
read Hebrew at my bar mitzvah. i am excited
to celebrate with my family and friends.”

Samantha Ovadia April 16, 2016
Lives in Airmont, New York.
Mother, Gladys, Father, Steve,
Brothers, Jonathan, 14, and Daniel,
12.............. is a 7th grader at Suffern
Middle School........... Her interests
include art, music, and reading. “i would
like to be an interior designer, being my own
boss. i feel proud because this is a huge
achievement in my life. i am making gift
baskets for kids who have cancer through the
Tomorrows Children's Fund.”

BHSSTY PRESENTS OUR ANNUAL...

PURIM
CARNIVAL
Sunday, March 20
11:30 - 11:45: Purim Mini Spiel
11:45 - 2pm:
Carnival and CFA Food Drive
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Does your family have questions about how to fill out
your honors forms? Do parents want some help
practicing YOUR Torah blessings or advice on writing
your parent blessing? Does the Bar/Bat Mitzvah
need a quick assist getting past his/her "writer's
block" with their D’var Torah (speech) or
a particularly challenging part of his/her
Torah/ Haftarah chanting?
As a new initiative, we are holding our first-ever
"B'nei Mitzvah Genius Bars" sessions on selected
dates for the rest of the year. Here you and/or your
child can get help from our team of Rabbi
Mosbacher, Cantor Perper, and Educator Rebecca
McVeigh on a part or parts of your family's B'nei
Mitzvah preparation that you have questions about.
(It doesn't matter if you are just beginning the process
or nearing your simcha!)
We will be available and are happy to assist you by
appointment (of no longer than 15 minutes each.)
Just call the synagogue office at 201-512-1983 to
ask about open dates/times and to reserve a slot.
Available dates and appointment times will be posted
on the website and in the weekly email.

DATES by RSVP:
March 6 and 29 and April 17

$1 for 3 tickets, $5 for 20 tickets
1 full shopping bag of food for CFA
= 50 tickets
2 full shopping bags of food for CFA
= 100 tickets
(For each full shopping bag of food donated to CFA, you will be
entered to win your choice of a $50 Starbucks or Dunkin Donuts
Gift Card)
For any 9th-12th graders who want to help please contact:
Sammi Lamster - sammylammy@optonline.net 201-995-7142
Sarah Miller - samiller26@verizon.net 201-888-0861

Singg-a-long to the purim stor y told throughh songs like…
Thi
his LLandd iis YYoour Land
L
Yoou’ re a Grand
a Old Flag
America from “Wesst Side Stor y”

Wednesday, M
March 23
Pizza Dinner at 66:15pm
5p
followed by the show at 7pm

See you there,
in costtume
of cour
urse!!

aka “Patriotic Purim, The M
Muusical”
You also
l gett a CCostume
t
CContest,
t t Purim
P i songs, Purim
P i B
Band,
d Me
M gillah
ill h Reader
d s, andd more.
Unless, of course, you don’t like surprises and crazy amounts of fun!!

Brotherhood 2.0
i have been doing a great deal of thinking lately. The BHSS
theme this year is “Reflect, Renew, Repair,” and it is a very
serious theme. People tend to go about their daily lives…
hectic, overscheduled, and stressful indeed. it is important for
each of us to take a moment and pause to think about the
good work we are doing -- as individuals, with our families,
and as a social action organization.
i wish to thank each and every member of BHSS for your
generous contribution to the Brotherhood Coat Drive. 68
coats were donated, which will keep many people warm this
winter. Thank you for your efforts. A simple act of kindness
goes a long way toward Tikkun Olam.
Folks, as i look back over the last few months, i see that many
have suffered hardship, illness, pain, loss… i have been
keeping the local bakery in business with, what seems to have
been an increased number of shivas. Brothers and sisters, it is
important to keep in mind that one of the greatest of mitzvot
is to visit a house of mourning and show love and support as
a community. When we receive those “Profound Sorrow”
emails from BHSS, it is human nature to scroll down to see if
you know the person… but remember that the highest of
mitzvot is to visit and pray in the house of mourning of
someone you don’t know. it’s these acts of kindness that truly
make a difference in someone’s life and will strengthen our
community, because people who were shown kindness tend
to pay it forward.
it is also apparent that the Mi Shebeirach list is getting longer
as well. There are many in our community in need of healing.
Some people may not want to put their names up for
everyone to see, myself included, so there are some Hebrew
names up there. Not everyone wants people to come up to
them at the oneg and ask, “What’s wrong?” However, part of
the strength of our community is praying together for health,
for happiness, and to help each other through their hard
times. Being part of the healing process, being supportive,
being generous in giving of time, money, clothing, food,
shelter… or just lending an ear is what separates us from other
communities.
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As i look back at the few years since my family joined BHSS,
and the changes in our membership, in our leadership, and in
our communities at large, i reflect on the solid, stable base
upon which our community is built. i think about the pain,
sadness and sickness people feel and i pray for each and every
one, especially as i reflect upon my own. i extend my hand
to my neighbors in prayer and in healing, the renewal of body
and spirit. Brothers and sisters, please take my hand and let
us repair the world together, and keep fighting the good fight.

Please join the Brotherhood for
some upcoming events:
The Passover Wine Sale has begun!
Look out for our order forms.
The Men’s Seder will be held in the Ulam on Tuesday,
April 5, 2016. This will be catered, and we are recruiting
Rabbinic intern Josh Fixler to help write our new Men’s
Haggadah and to lead our service!
each month we have a dinner meeting and a Brotherhood
Raps – please keep an eye on the dates and locations, and
please try and come out as often as you can.
Upcoming will be events that we have come to know:
Our annual bike ride will coincide with our first ever offsite BBQ, and will also be a fundraiser for Gift of Life.
Our annual suite at the Rockland Boulders will be
happening.
Come to a board meeting to help us plan, come to a dinner
to help us grow, come to an event to help us celebrate. But
no matter what, come out and support us as we repair the
world together.
L’Shalom!
-- Jonathan Theodore
Beth Haverim Shir Shalom Temple Topics

Lifelong Learning
BHSS Holocaust Torah Scrolls
Research Project
As a Jew by choice, my path to Judaism followed a great deal of
study, including the study of customs, practices, and history. i have
always been fascinated by history. About a year after my conversion,
i joined the Lifelong Learning Committee because it seemed right up
my alley -- spending a lifetime learning everything i could get my
hands on was already a passion of mine.
During one of the first meetings, i learned about the Holocaust
scrolls. i was floored. We had two scrolls which had survived the
Holocaust right here at BHSS? Did you know that? i sure didn't,
but i knew that i had to learn more. Under the direction and
guidance of Rabbi Mosbacher, Rebecca McVeigh, and Leslie
Sapienza, i undertook the project to research and study our Torah
scrolls from Czechoslovakia.
Our enthusiastic subcommittee includes Rod McVeigh, Joel ives,
and Sheryl ives. Together, along with all of you, we are embarking
on a journey to trace our roots -- or more correctly, the roots of our
Torah scrolls. Jeffrey Ohrenstein of the Memorial Scrolls Trust in
London has entrusted us with the care of these precious scrolls. Like
living history, they speak to us of a time before the Holocaust, a time
when Jews lived peacefully in the diaspora, celebrating our sacred
texts. As we all know with the rise of Nazism, our people were
scorned, abused, run out of their homes and, ultimately,
systematically murdered by the millions. That anyone lived to tell
the tale is nothing short of a miracle. That we sit here in our
beautiful, safe sanctuary in New Jersey in 2016 in the presence of
these surviving scrolls is a blessing and a responsibility.
Some pictures and links for further reading are available on a special
Holocaust Scrolls page on the BHSS website (look under the “About
Us” tab). i encourage all of you to take a few moments from you
busy lives, perhaps on Shabbat, and spend some time learning about
the treasures that we hold in safekeeping. For those of you who are
particularly interested in history and genealogy, there is a plethora of
information available online about the Holocaust scrolls. Part of our
ultimate goal is to publish a pamphlet containing the information
that we find. Hashem willing, we may even be able to make contact
with survivors, or their descendants, from the towns which originally
housed the scrolls.

Michelle Mitzvah
Group
Michelle Mitzvah Group needs more volunteers!
MMG is dedicated to helping those in our
community, with an emphasis on children. There are
many opportunities for you to become involved -whether you have an hour a week or an hour a month.
it's also a great way to meet others in the temple or
form stronger relationships with those you know who
are already involved. We meet the second Tuesday of
each month, at 7:30 p.m., at the temple. Please join us
for one meeting and see what we're all about.

Upcoming opportunities:
The Soup Kitchen in Suffern:
Coverage is needed for May 1, May 29 (Memorial
Day weekend) and July 10. it is a great opportunity
to volunteer as a family or with a group of friends.
Please contact us if you are interested in taking a
date, and we will explain what is involved.

Tutoring at Oasis:
This is a great opportunity for high school students
looking for community service hours for their college
applications. Tutors for math and reading are needed
Monday through Friday afternoons from 3:45 to
5:15 pm and Saturday mornings from 10:00 to
11:00 am. You only need to commit to one day per
week for 10 weeks. Volunteers must be 15 years old
or be accompanied by an adult.

The Infant and Toddler Rooms at Oasis:
if you enjoy holding and playing with infants and
toddlers, there are opportunities for volunteers from
9:00 a.m. to noon or 12:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday. The commitment can be
one day per week or as many as you would like. Help
make a difference in a young child's life.

if you have any questions, please contact ilyse Smith
at mmgbhss@gmail.com.

L'shalom,
Suzanne Du Charme
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Contributions
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
with thanks for making my bat mitzvah a very special day!
- Reese Frisch & family
in honor of Lev's bar mitzvah

- Judy & Joel Dorfman

with thanks for all of the attention given to my family
- Anita Glick
with thanks and in honor of Arielle's bat mitzvah
- the Lipkin family

Cantor's Discretionary Fund

to Lisa estrin, in memory of her dear father, Robert estrin
- Lynn & Michael Zall
- Lisa & Ken Glick
to Mr. and Mrs. Michael Ross, in honor of their
granddaughter becoming a bat mitzvah
- Marsha & Larry Gluck
in memory of parents Blanche and Morris Gluck
- Marsha & Larry Gluck
to Martha Smith Larkner, in memory of Barbara Smith
(Barb Mom)
- Susan & Harris Reinstein
to Mr. and Mrs. Ron Fleischmann, in memory of Anne
Goldstein
- Patti & Don Triechon

in honor of your 10 years at BHSS
- Sheri & Allan Schott
- Lisa Lamster
- The Sisterhood of BHSS

in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Todd Spencer
- Rochelle Spencer

thank you for being there with a song! - Ruth & Stu Turner

to Marla Muni, in memory of her mother, Bea Sherman
- Lisa & Ken Glick

with thanks and in honor of Arielle's bat mitzvah
- the Lipkin family

in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Janice Kaplan, mother
of Alison Axelrod
- Alison & Norman Axelrod

with thanks for helping me prep for my bat mitzvah; it was
a very special day!
- Reese Frisch & family

for Barbara Moss's special birthday!
in memory of Donna Barrack

Educator's Discretionary Fund
with thanks and appreciation in honor of Arielle's bat
mitzvah!
- Stacy & Jeff Lipkin
to Paul and Cori Wolff, in memory of Paul's father, Richard
Wolff
- Board of The Ridge Gardens

Life Fund
in memory of Barbara Smith

- Carol & David Lewis

- Judy & Joel Dorfman
- the Barrack family

in memory of Sophie and William eisenstein
- Paula & Mel Tenenbaum
in memory of Nancy Morgan and all those who have passed
away in 2015
- Jim Morgan
in memory of esther Goodman

- Carole Goodman

in memory of edward R. Spencer, husband, father, and
grandfather
- Rochelle Spencer

to Rabbi Joel and elyssa Mosbacher, in honor of Lev
becoming a bar mitzvah
- Lisa Lamster

to the Cole family, in honor of Brady becoming a bar
mitzvah
- Linda & Ed Vogel
- Candy & Mike Kassover

in memory of Joel Sankel, cousin of Sheryl ives
- Sheryl & Joel Ives

in memory of Sheldon Goldstein
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- the Daniel family
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Contributions
to Barry Lastra, in memory of Alison Coolbrith
- Beryl & Mel Lamster

Ramapo Bergen Animal Refuge of
Oakland

to Mel Lerner, in honor of his 80th birthday!
- Beryl & Mel Lamster

donated by their families in honor of the following
simchas:

in memory of Celia Meyers

- Pearl & Bob Meyers

Bat Mitzvah of Hailey Rodriguez
Bat Mitzvah of Michelle Bechtel

in honor of Scott's bar mitzvah
- Diane & Fred Fleischmann
to Howard Frost and family, in memory of Howard's
mother
- Jane & Jan Simon

Brick Fund
to Barry epstein, in memory of elaine epstein
- Sheryl Thailer
to Allan Schott, in memory of Annaliese Schott
- Sheryl Thailer
in memory of Herb Portnoy

- Marlene & Steve Portnoy

Michelle Mitzvah Fund
in memory of Mona Turka

- Murray Turka

Jewish Family Services of Rockland
donated by his family in honor of the following simcha:
Bar Mitzvah of Nicholas Lapi

Center for Food Action in Mahwah
donated by their families in honor of the following
simchas:
Bar Mitzvah of Nicholas Lapi
Bar Mitzvah of Lev Mosbacher
Bar Mitzvah of Tyler Adler
Bar Mitzvah of Todd Bechtel

High Holy Day Appeal
emily & Herb Schuman
Leslie & David Konikow
Melissa & Scott Chernick
Joyce & Steven eisenberg

Yizkor Appeal
in loving memory of irving, Ceil, and Fred Moser and
Mac, Berdie, and Harvey Gelfenbein
- Marilyn & Stanley Moser
in loving memory of Sol and Reba Weber
- Ann & Mark Weber

TOT
SHABBAT
Join us for our new and improved Tot
Shabbat programming at BHSS!

Monday, April 11
from 4:45-5:30
Join Rabbi Mosbacher and Ms. Ilene to
celebrate Passover a little early!
Please RSVP no later than April 4 so we can
make sure to have enough craft supplies. Tot
Shabbat is open for children from birth
through prekindergarten.
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Youth Programming

Liza Fishman

We have had an amazing year and many events with a wonderful
turnout. During the month of January, our 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade
youth attended a potluck dinner and game night. everyone cooked one
of their favorite dishes or appetizers and it was a great event for our
youth to socialize and get to know one another.

Brittany Silverman

We then had a Minute to Win It Game Night with fun
filled activities that included: Cookie Face, Stack it
Up/Stack Attack, Defying Gravity, Largest Spaghetti Tower,
and M&Ms Through a Straw. The energy everyone brought
to this event was remarkable with everyone working as a
team.
i hope you will join us for our upcoming events listed
below and look forward to seeing you at one of the many
events we have left during the remainder of the year.
Friday, February 19Community Service- Center for Food Action
Sunday, March 13 (5th only, w/6-8) –
Palisades Mall Scavenger Hunt
Sunday, March 27 – Tie Dye Party
Sunday, April 3 – Community Service Horseback Riding
Saturday, May 14 – Havdallah/ Shul-in
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Sisterhood News
Welcome to the Winter-That-Almost-Wasn’t…. Does
anyone else think the January blizzard that made so much
news would have been just one more snowfall in a year like
last year? Maybe March will bring more weather, but so far,
we’ll take it.
Sisterhood has been busy all winter. We participated in the
collaborative learning event with Lifelong Learning, and put
our pens to paper in “What’s Your Story?” Many thanks to
Jen Cole for leading and teaching us to remember when
writing didn’t necessarily involve a keyboard, and how
exciting the process can be.
We spent Valentine’s Weekend in a wonderful way, at the
soup kitchen in Suffern, providing warmth, sustenance and
little red and pink joy for our neighbors. Can you think of a
better celebration?
it was a thrill and an honor to create wonderful centerpieces
to support Midnight Run, in honor of Lev Mosbacher’s bar
mitzvah in February. Huge thanks go out to Nancy Levene
for coordinating that effort.
Of course, along with the rest of the BHSS community,
Sisterhood extends its congratulations and thanks to Cantor
Perper on his tenth anniversary with us. We’re so happy to be
a part of the celebration, and look forward to many more!
Like the groundhog, we are looking forward to an early
spring, and one filled with wonderful Sisterhood events.
Please join us for any (hopefully, all) of them:
Tuesday, March 8 -- Since we had such a great time at
yoga, in March, we will feature Pilates with Whitney Speer.

that night. There’s so much in the news of interest to Jewish
women. Don’t miss it!
Thursday, April 14 -- Our annual Miriam Seder has two
new, dynamic leaders, Liza Fishman and Brittany Silverman.
Bring your mothers, your daughters, your sisters and your
friends as we commemorate the important roles of Jewish
women and men.
Sunday, May 1 -- Cantor Perper will be leading us in our
very first Drum Circle! Time to make some noise!
Saturday, May 21 -- Mark your calendars now for our
fabulous Dine-A-Round! Last year, nearly 60 people
enjoyed fun and gourmet cuisine at the homes of our BHSS
friends. it’s an evening to remember, every year. (And if
you’d like to volunteer to host a dinner, let us know!)
Times and costs for all events will be published in the weekly
e-mails, and on the bulletin board at temple.
Seems hard to believe, but the High Holidays will be back
before you know it. Don’t forget to order jars of honey for
your friends and family. Details will be available in May and
June. This is one of the ways Sisterhood raises funds for the
work we do for and with the BHSS community, and it’s a
sweet way to support us!
Finally, for those who like to plan long-range, our Goods and
Services Auction (possibly the most laughter-filled night of
the year at BHSS) will be on December 10, 2016. Donations
are always welcome, and attendance is a must! Details to
follow.

Sunday, March 13 -- it’s time to get on your Spring Bling,
at Sisterhood’s jewelry party!

Sisterhood works because our members let us know what they
want, and what BHSS needs. Do you have a great idea,
waiting to happen? Come and let us know… Sisterhood is
waiting for you!

Friday, March 18 -- Sisterhood Shabbat is always such a
warm and wonderful night. We will be honored to have a
speaker from Women in Reform Judaism (WRJ) join us

Lisa and Gail

19

!"#$%&'()*"(%"+%,#$'$ %
%

./0$0%1$0%+"#$%213'4%-'()*"(%03(125'3/06%27%(/0%&'3/81/9%(/0%+'$3(%:122'8'4%51;%4"609%21306%"8%(/0%(0<(%"+%
(/0%="">%"+%?3(/0$@%%!"55";'8A%(/0%315*1('"8%"+%(/0%B0;39%&"$6041''%604$006%(/0%0*0$513('8A%"230$*1840%"+%
(/0%/"5'6179%186%?3(/0$%4"8+'$-06%/'3%"$6'81840C%
%
!"#$%&'()*(+,-'
DCED%./08%F#008%?3(/0$%61#A/(0$%"+%G2'/1'5%;$"(0%1%304"86%50((0$%"+%,#$'-%+"$%(/0%H#$H"30%"+%
4"8+'$-'8A% ;'(/% +#55% 1#(/"$'(7% (/0% 1+"$0-08('"806% "80% "+% &"$6041'% (/0% B0;@% IJ% K'3H1(4/03%
;0$0% 308(% ("% 155% (/0% B0;3% '8% (/0% /#86$06% 186% (;08((7L30*08% H$"*'8403% "+% (/0% $015-% "+%
G/13/#0$#3% ;'(/% 18% "$6'81840% "+% M0N#'(7% 186% /"803(7@O% IP% ./030% 6173% "+% ,#$'-% 3/155% 20%
"230$*06% 1(% (/0'$% H$"H0$% ('-09% 13% &"$6041'% (/0% B0;Q186% 8";% F#008% ?3(/0$Q/13% "25'A1(06%
(/0-% ("% 6"9% 186% R#3(% 13% (/07% /1*0% 133#-06% +"$% (/0-3305*03% 186% (/0'$% 603408618(3% (/0%
"25'A1('"8% "+% (/0% +13(3% ;'(/% (/0'$% 51-08(1('"83@% ST@0@9% (/0% B0;3% 1$0% ("% 40502$1(0% (/'3% +03('*0%
/"5'617%'8%166'('"8%("%(/0'$%4"--0-"$1('"83%"+%81('"815%($1A06'03@U%
%
-.'/%01234'#$%'5%42660$'7!"#$%&!'
& '(
("))%*8'
%
!"#$%&'()*+&&$,*#-"."/)$0.1-#.'-"2$'()&)$,3&)*0."/)&$,4$56*-7$8.&$
*)/,*#)#$-"$.$&/*,11$V?3(/0$%DCIEW@%
%
?14/%701$9%;0%$0(055%(/0%3("$7%"+%,#$'-9%+"#86%'8%(/0%&0A'551/%V;/'4/%
'3%(/0%31-0%13%(/0%2'25'415%2"">%"+%?3(/0$W@%%G3%(/'3%3("$7%'3%"80%"+%
"*0$(#$806%+"$(#803%186%#80<H04(06%086'8A39%%"#$%$04'(1('"8%"+%(/0%
3("$7%'3%"+(08%/#-"$"#39%/"8"$'8A%(/0%+03('*'(7%"+%(/0%/"5'617@%
%%
*.'9%"#2:%';%06'7+',-.%/&0-$"18'
%
9():$8)*)$',$,3&)*0)$;'()&)$#.:&$,4$56*-7
7<$.&$#.:&$,4$4).&'-"2$."#$7)**:7.=-"2>%VDCEEW@%
%
,#$'-%'3%1%('-0%+"$%+013('8A%186%-1>'8A%1%617%"+%A5168033@%%,#$'-%'3%1%('-0%+"$%3H04'15%+""63%3#4/%13%
(.7."'.&()"%V4"">'03%+'5506%;'(/%H"HH7%30063%"$%R1-W%186%=*)?1./(%V6#-H5'8A3W@%
%
%
,.'<%31234'42=#"'#>'=&2%31"'7!"2*)3%4*&!%53//88'
%
>4,*$&)"#-"2$2-44'&$',$,")$.",'()*>$VDCEEW%
%
X8%,#$'-9%B0;3%14$"33%(/0%>'8A6"-%"+%,0$3'1%40502$1(06%(/0'$%+$006"-9%186%(/07%
4"8('8#0%("%3/1$0%'8%(
% 1$0%'8%(/1((%R"7%0*0$7%701$@%%Y086'8A%A'+(3%("%+$'08639%"+(
%
39%"+(08%213>0(3%"+%
+""6%186%($01(39%
39%%'3%1%H$14('40%'8(08606%("%'84$0130%0*0$7"80Z3%R"79%
7 %2"(/%(/0%
30860$%186%(/0%$040'*0$@%%
%
%
?.'<%31234'@&%"%
%3#"'#>'#$%'@>>&'7!%/%53/&6,'7835"18'
%
>."#$;&)"#-"2<$?*)&)"'&$',$'()$?,,*%VDCEEW@%
%
./0%+03('*'('03%"+%,#$'-%1$0%8"(%$030$*06%"857%+"$%(/"30%;/"%418%1++"$6%(/0-@%%['*'8A%-"807%"$%"(/0$%A'+(3%
("%(/"30%;/"%1$0%'8%8006%155";3%(/0%3H'$'((%"+%(/0%/"5'617%("%3H$016%("%0*0$7%4"$80$%"+%(/0%4"--#8'(7@
20

Lifelong Learning
Reflect, Renew, Repair

Prepping for Passover:

The Lifelong Learning committee, led by Jonathon
Theodore, hosted a learning session at the January 15 Shabbat
service as the culmination of our Reflections project. We
returned the Reflections surveys to all the participants that
filled them out earlier in the year and engaged the
congregation in an easy reflection exercise that helped us to
understand the spiritual and emotional value that this simple
practice can bring to us all.

Join Rabbinic Intern Josh Fixler for an opportunity to
refresh and rejuvenate your Passover experience and family
Seders. This three session program will study the beauty and
power of the haggadah and its messages along with exploring
its structure, meaning, and interpretations across the
centuries. in the final session, “Leading Lively Seders”, the
group will explore strategies for creating and leading Seders
that are enriching, exciting, and engaging for people of all
ages. The group will share seder experiences that they have
found fun and meaningful. Participants will also be invited
to bring a pot-luck dish of a favorite Passover recipe and a
copy of the recipe! RSVP to temple office by Feb. 24. Cost
is free.

We are working on an educational project to research the
towns where our two Holocaust Torah scrolls originated. We
have contacted the Memorial Scrolls Trust and have found a
wealth of information for us to research. Please read more
about this research project lead by Suzanne DuCharme in this
month’s Temple Topics.
You can always checkout the Lifelong Learning page for more
details, but “save the date” for some of our upcoming exciting
events!

-- February 28, 1-2 pm – Diving into the Haggadah Part 1
-- March 6, 1-2 pm – Diving into the Haggadah Part 2
-- March 13, 7:00-8:00 pm – Leading Lively Seders

Guest Speaker Rabbi Geoffrey Mitelman, of Sinai and Synapses
Friday, March 25, 7:30 pm

“How Do We Talk About Science and Religion?”
For centuries, religion provided answers for our ancestors to all of life’s questions.
But as modern Reform Jews, we usually look to science to tell us where we came
from, who we are, or even how we should act. So how should we look at, think
about and talk about the relationship between science and religion in today’s world?
Rabbi Geoffrey A. Mitelman is the Founding Director of Sinai and Synapses, an
organization that bridges the scientific and religious worlds, and is being incubated
at Clal – The National Jewish Center for Learning and Leadership.
He is on the advisory board of several organizations, including the URJ’s 6-Points
Sci-Tech Academy.
For seven years, he served as assistant and then associate rabbi of Temple Beth el
of Northern Westchester. He lives in Westchester with his wife, Heather Stoltz,
a fiber artist, and their daughter and son.
* Also, check out Rabbi Mitelman’s appearance on Jeopardy!, airing March 16. *
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March Yahrzeits
Shelby Alter

Lee Landis

Norma Atlas

Jack Lazar

Rose Rubin

Arleen Beech

Richard Leavitt

Marcella Rumack

Maureen Boyle

Juliette Lessen

Paul Schachter

Florence Braunstein

Frank Levene

Robert Scheinin

Alice Brickman

Irving Levine

Gerry Scholl

Myron Buchalter

Ruth Levine

Diane Schorr

Ethel Coffel

Beatrice Levitt

Louis Schulman

Bennet Cohen

Pinchas Lipson

Tess Segal

Jetty Dentz

Sol Lirtzman

Aaron Shacknai

Sheila Levitt Estrin

Martha Maier

Louis Siegel

Larry Feldman

George Meisner

Lorraine Sipper

Herman Fields

Charles Mitchell

Sheila Stark

Paul Fisher

Norman Moskowitz

Susan Stern

Henry Gluck

Irwin Orshalick

Sharon Suer

Mitch Goldman

Jardena Pavlovec

Nick Susa

Henry Greenberg

Arnold Peller

Maria Titcomb

Stewart Grossman

Harriet Popowitz

Fanny Trepper

Arthur Gunther

Martin Popowitz

Martin Trepper

Eliot Hyman

Anna Premselaar

Rhoda Wein

Roy W. Kamm

Leah Reinstein

Laurie Weinberg

Helen Kassover

Melvyn Romoff

Esther Weinstein

Milton Klein

Bernard Rosenberg

Robert Wolff

Seymour Landau

Robert Rosenberg

Sarah Wunsch

Adult Learning During Kadimah
Not Just for Kadimah Parents!
Presenter: Julie Seidman
7:30-8:30 pm, Mondays March 7, 14 and 21
As Jews we are taught to love justice, to hate
cruelty and to thirst for righteousness. Learn how
you can easily practice Tikkun Olam everyday
by making informed food choices. Join me for
a three-part viewing and discussion of the
environmental documentary “Cowspiracy.”
Delicious snacks and intelligent conversation
are guaranteed!
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Mollie Rosenzweig

April Yahrzeits
Morris Abner
Dorothy Adlman

Walter Hartwich

Rita Ovadia

John J. Hayes

Sally J. Paris

Natalie Adlman

Dina Heiblum

George Perry

Abraham Appelbaum

Philip Heiblum

Joy Pollack

Ibn Art

Alfred Hertz

Phyllis Pollack

Leon Auerbach

Norma Hittman

Shlomo Pousty

Jack Baskin

Yona Holtzman

Joseph Rudell

Roslyn Baum

Zipora Holtzman

Daniel L. Schacher

Irving Becker

Jack Homnick

Libby Schlosser

Loretta Becker

Irving Katz

Betty Schott

Gloria Bell

Benjamin Iskowitz

Joseph Schwartz

Anna Berkowitz

Nathan Kahn

Harold Senzel

Barnet Bernstein

Stanley Kamel

Irene Shoobs

Donald Bloom

Evelyn Katz

Selma Shore

Sherwood Bofford

Sally Kay

Frances Siegel

Richard Boyle

Frank Kestenbaum

Jacob Siegel

Harold Brotman

Helen Klapper

Alex Silverman

Israel Charne

Gertrude Klein

Richard Sitomer

Martin Chernick

Dora Kohn

Sandra Slavin

Anna Chinitz

Laura Krane

Esther Slucker

Harry Chinitz

Helen Kunego

Joseph Slucker

Frieda Cohen

Pearl Lacher

Melvin Spitalny

Phyllis Cohen

Bernard Lecker

Alfred Stewart

Charlotte Dorfman

David Leitner

Sydney Stoller

Greg DuCharme

Frances Levene

Jody Stracci

Samuel Eichner

Shirley Levine

Rose Surkes

Eileen Feldman

Adeline Levinson Horowitz

Ilene Tanenbaum

Beatrice Friedman

Benjamin Levitt

Irwin Thailer

Ruth Frishberg

Paul Levitt

Flora Vogel-Lirtzman

Morton Fuchs

Eric Liebmann

Noram Wachtel

Mollie Fund

Al Loew

Werner Wandelmaier

Linda Garfinkle

Juan Hans Lowenstein

Lawrence Weinberg

Irving Glick

Evelyn Marcus

Miriam Weinberg

Norman Green

Scott Mildwurf

Morris Weingast

Alan S. Greene

Isidore Moser

Thelma Weingast

Jacob Groskin

Beatrice Lerner Moss

Elyse Weisser

Edithe Grossman

Mary Newhouse

Hella Wexler

Roslyn Hartman

Joseph Oppenheim

David York
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You are cordially invited to Celebrate

Cantor David Perper’s

Tenth Anniversary Year
with
Beth Haverim Shir Shalom
Saturday, the fifth of March, two thousand sixteen
At seven o’clock in the evening
The Brick House
179 Godwin Avenue
Wyckoff, New Jersey 07481
Dinner and Dancing to the Souled Out Band
$75.00 per person
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Notes from Music

Ritual Committee

We at the Music Committee have been working to make
the celebration for the Cantor’s 10th anniversary a
memorable one.

The Ritual Committee is especially hard at work. The
committee is in the midst of finalizing a Ritual Committee
mission statement, creating a list of ritual responsibilities, and
putting together an 18-month calendar. i’m energized just
thinking about it.

The celebration will begin with a service on Friday, March 4
at 7:30 pm. The party is on March 5 at 7:00 pm at the Brick
House -- don't forget your dancing shoes! From great food to
good music, a fun venue to a fantastic value, we’ve put
together a full package. Plus let’s not forget, the best Guest of
Honor ever! Can’t wait to see all of you there.
Our April event is the ever-popular Spring Coffeehouse
Cantors. You know you can't miss it! it’s a BHSS tradition
and a huge fundraiser for charities in the State of israel. This
year all our ticket proceeds will be going to the World Union
for Progressive Judaism. it was established in London in 1926
and “is an umbrella organization of Reform, Liberal,
Progressive, and Reconstructionist movements, supporting
1,200 congregations with 1.8 million members in more than
50 countries.” Their credentials are pretty impressive and
truly deserving of our support. Coffeehouse will be held on
Saturday, April 2 at 7:30 pm.
As always, your participation is welcomed in any capacity. We
need your voice -- in the choir, in the junior choir or on the
committee. Let’s talk about how to make that happen. Call
me at 201-703-0132.
Musically yours,
Nora Berger

i’m also energized about the upcoming holidays – Purim and
Passover. Purim is probably the most joyful and fun holiday
on the Jewish calendar. Though Purim is considered only a
minor holiday, Beth Haverim Shir Shalom takes its Purim
spiel very seriously. it’s the pre-game for Passover. Rabbi,
Cantor, staff and a crew of writers are busy putting together a
Purim spiel not to be forgotten. Come one, come all, and
celebrate the holiday of merriment and parody in the light of
the full moon. Bring your groggers (boxes of macaroni), listen
to the megillah and boo Haman. Please join us on the 13th of
Adar ii (Wednesday, March 23) at 7:00 pm. i might suggest
arriving earlier -- it’s always a packed house.
Then we celebrate Passover, a major holiday celebrating
spring, birth and rebirth, and our journey from slavery to
freedom. Passover begins on the 14th of Nisan, also under a
full moon. Preparation for Passover is the most elaborate of
all the Jewish holidays. each family has their own traditions
-- maybe a special haggadah, or special matzah ball recipe.
BHSS also has a special tradition. As we have done in years
past, BHSS will host a Community Second Night Seder on
Saturday, April 23, at 6 pm. if you are interested in attending
please contact the temple office. Payment is your reservation.
Thinking ahead to May -- Yom Hashoah, our Holocaust
Remembrance Day commemoration service, will be held on
Wednesday, May 4 at 7 pm. A Yom Hazikaron (israeli
Memorial Day and Yom Ha’atzmaut (israeli independence
Day) service will be held at Temple Beth Rishon, Wyckoff,
NJ, on Wednesday, May 11 at 7 pm. Watch for details in
weekly email and announcements.
Wishing you and your family a Chag Sameach!
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Good &Welfare

from & for the congregation

Condolences
R’fuah Sh’leimah
to Herb Schuman, on the death of his nephew, Robert Schuman

(For a Full and Speedy Recovery)

to Elyssa Mosbacher, on the death of her uncle, Stephen Pattow

Terri Coffel

to Richard Mandel, on the death of his nephew, Noah Mandel

Beth Wiesner

to David Schwartz, on the death of his mother, Beverly Schwartz
to Lorraine Orlick, on the death of her mother, Rona Schick
to Melissa Cooper, on the death of her brother, Lawrence Flon
to Lisa Estrin, on the death of her father, Robert estrin
to Marla Muni, on the death of her mother, Bea Sherman

Welcome New Members!
Marcelle & Gideon Shacknai, Suffern, NY

Mazal Tov
to the RAC participants for a successful weekend in Washington, DC !

YOM HASHOAH COMMEMORATION
WITH A TALK BY A CONCENTRATION CAMP LIBERATOR
Wednesday, May 4, 7 pm
The evening will include a service, program featuring choral music by
the BHSS Adult Choir, and a guest speaker, Mr. Alan Moskin.
Mr. Alan Moskin of Nanuet, New York will speak about how at the
beginning of May 1945, as a young G.i., he participated in the
liberation of the Gunskirchen Concentration Camp, a sub-camp of
Mauthausen. Mr. Moskin's unit fought in combat through France,
Germany and Austria during which time he was promoted from Private
to Staff Sergeant. After the war, Mr. Moskin remained in europe until
June 1946 as a member of the U.S. Army of Occupation.
Alan Moskin was born in englewood, New Jersey on May 30, 1926.
He attended Syracuse University both before and after his military
service in World War ii and graduated in May 1948. He then attended
New York University Law School, graduating with a J.D. degree in
June 1951. He practiced law as a civil trial attorney in New Jersey for
over 20 years and subsequently worked in the private business sector
until he retired in 1991. Mr. Moskin has spoken extensively to
students about his experiences as an infantry combat soldier and a
"Concentration Camp" liberator.
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✡✡✡✡✡✡✡✡✡✡✡✡✡✡✡
Adult Learning Opportunity!

Join us Sunday mornings from 9-10 am as we explore what it means to live Jewishly in the 21st century.
Four teachers, four subjects – sign up for as many as you like! (Some subjects will have a text that participants will
need to acquire, as noted in the descriptions below.) Please RSVP to the synagogue
office (201-512-1983) so we know you’re coming. Sessions will include coffee and bagels.
1. Can living “biblically” help us understand how to live
more Jewishly?
in The Year of Living Biblically, the author documents a
year of living his modernday life while still abiding by a very
literal reading of the Torah. We will read sections of his
sometimes funny, always interesting and thoughtprovoking
story, and compare them to the Torah texts and to
commentaries of our great sages.
Teacher: Rebecca McVeigh
Dates: March 21, May 25
Text: The Year of Living Biblically, by A.J. Jacobs
2. How does a modern Reform Jew make authentically
Jewish decisions?
in this unit, we will look at Reform Responsa, an at-once
ancient and modern form of Jewish legal literature that
invites us to look at biblical, Talmudic, medieval, and
modern Jewish teachings to arrive at Jewishly rooted
decisions to modern questions. Some examples of issues
we’ll explore include: What does Judaism say about in vitro
fertilization? What about Jewish burials for pets? What
about organ donation and end of life issues?
Teacher: Rabbi Joel Mosbacher

4. My Other Rabbi Wrote the Talmud: Finding Modern
Meaning in Rabbinic Texts
in this unit we will look at some favorite rabbinic texts
from Jewish thinkers throughout the ages, from Akiva to
Maimonides to Spinoza, and ask the question “What do
these texts have to say for our lives as 21st Century
American Jews?” We will explore eccentric, surprising, and
challenging texts from across the history of Jewish thought
and listen to how they speak to us. is there a place for
Rambam in the board room? What would my children
say to Rabbi Hillel if he sat across from them at our
dinner table?
Teacher: Rabbinic intern Josh Fixler
Dates: March 13, April 10, May 15

Save the date (and your appetite) for

BHSSTY’s Annual
Pancake Breakfast!

Dates: March 20, April 24, May 28
Text: “Reform Responsa for the Twenty-First Century:
Sh’eilot U’Tshuvot,” Vol. 1 & 2
3. Jewish Holidays from Texts to Today: We Are What
We Celebrate
Jewish holiday celebrations reflect our fundamental beliefs,
as well as offering opportunities for the contemporary Jew to
adopt and adapt personally meaningful rituals and practices.
This class will examine (some surprising) traditional sources
of the Jewish holidays as well as contemporary translations
of those traditions, perhaps creating some new traditions
along the way.
Teacher: Sharon Halper
Dates: March 6, April 3, May 8
Text: A Guide to the Jewish Seasons, ed. Rabbi Peter S.
Knobel (CCAR Press)

Sunday, April 3

7:30-9:00 am
$5 suggested donation
RSVP by March 27
to the BHSS office

Prepping
For

PASSOVER
Join Lifelong Learning and Rabbinic Intern Josh Fixler
for a three-part series to refresh and rejuvenate your
Passover experience and family seders.
Sessions 1 & 2:
Study the beauty, power, and meaning of the haggadah across the centuries.
• February 28, 1:00-2:00pm -- Diving into the Haggadah Part 1
• March 6, 1:00-2:00pm – Diving into the Haggadah Part 2
Session 3:
Explore strategies for creating and leading lively Seders that are enriching,
exciting, and engaging for people of all ages!
• March 13, 7:00-8:00pm – Leading Lively Seders
All may bring a pot-luck dish of a favorite Passover recipe to share!
Attend all or some of the sessions.
RSVP to temple office by Wednesday, February 24. Cost is Free.
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Passover begins this year with the first seder on Friday night, April 22.
(Remember that there will be no Shabbat service at BHSS that night.)
Many families will also celebrate a second seder on Saturday night, April 23.
Join your friends at BHSS for a congregational second seder!
information is located in this issue of Temple Topics. RSVP is a must!

The Four Questions
(or, 1 question and 4 answers!)

?,Ikh¥Kv© kF̈n¦ v¤Zv© vk̈§h«K© v© vB̈T© J¦
§ B vn©
Mah nish’tana halailah hazeh mikol haleilot?
Why is this night different from all other nights?

:vM̈n© IKFª v¤Zv© vk̈§h«K© v© /vM̈nU
© .n¥ j̈ ihk¦ fIt
§ Ub«ẗ ,Ikh¥Kv© kf̈C§ J¤
Sheb’chol haleilot anu och’lin chameitz umatzah. Halailah hazeh kulo matzah:
On all other nights we eat leavened products or matzah. On this night all of it, matzah.

:rIrn̈ v¤Zv© vk̈§h«K© v© /,Ier̈§h rẗJ§ ihk¦ fIt
§ Ub«ẗ ,Ikh¥Kv© kf̈C§ J¤
Sheb’chol haleilot anu och’lin sh’ar y’rakot halailah hazeh maror:
On all other nights we eat all vegetables. On this night bitter herbs.

:ohng̈
¦ p§ hT¥ J§ v¤Zv© vk̈§h«K© v© /,j̈t¤ o©gP«© Ukhp£
¦ t ihkh
¦ C¦ y§ n© Ub«ẗ iht¥ ,Ikh¥Kv© kf̈C§ J¤
Sheb’chol haleilot anu mat’beeleen afilu pa-am echat. Halailah hazeh sh’tei f’amim:
On all other nights, we don’t dip our food even once. On this night we dip twice.

/ihC¦ xª n§ ih¥cU ihc¦ JIh
§ ih¥C ihk¦ fIt
§ Ub«ẗ ,Ikh¥Kv© kf̈C§ J¤
:ihC¦ xª n§ Ub«K̈Fª v¤Zv© vk̈§h«K© v©
Sheb’chol haleilot anu och’lin bein yosh’vin uvein m’subin. Halailah hazeh culanu m’subin.
On all other nights we eat sitting or reclining. On this night we all recline.
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Community Second Night Seder
PASSOVER 2016

Why is tonight different than all other nights?
For the answer to this question and much more
come to the
Beth Haverim Shir Shalom
Community Second Night Seder
April 23, 2016
6:00 pm
Participate in retelling the Passover Story, enjoy
a festive meal and sing your favorite songs.
Children will search for the Afikomen and prizes
will be awarded!
Adults: $45
$40.
Children (under 13 years old): $25
$18.
Please RSVP by April 15, 2016
Beth Haverim Shir Shalom at 201-512-1983.
Your payment will reserve your place.

From the Sifriyah
What is more important in a library
than anything else - than everything else –
is the fact that it exists.
(Archibald MacLeish)
Our collective New Year’s resolution is to continue to work
hard to provide sterling programs and to always remain
relevant and timely. To this end, we look forward to hosting
congregants at our most cherished programs. Please mark
your calendars and join us at these events.
On Friday evening, April 8, we will continue the tradition
of creating a smorgasbord of new and old Passover delights.
in addition, we offer congregants a holiday recipe booklet,
with complete menus. Let us make a gourmet difference in
your Passover celebration.
April 20 brings back the 2016 One Book One Community
book selection, A Backpack, A Bear, and eight Crates of
Vodka by Lev Golinkin. The author tells the story of his
family’s escape from the authoritarian hand of Russia in late
1989 where they suffered from severe prejudice including
beatings at school for a young Jewish Lev. Despite this, the
author tells his story with humor and hope. Reading this
memoir has motivated our library committee to think beyond
the printed page. Unknowingly, the author has inspired us
to social action. We invite all congregants to join with us
from noon to 2 PM as we collect new backpacks and stuff
them with paper goods, pencils, etc. The backpacks will be
donated to Oasis, an organization we at BHSS know well, and
one that is dedicated to changing the lives of children and
women, breaking the cycle of poverty. Please join us in this
endeavor. Refreshments will be served. The memoir is
available for purchase in our temple office ($11). Finally, the
culminating author event will be held on Wednesday,
May 18, at 7 p.m. at Temple Beth Or, 56 Ridgewood Road,
Township of Washington. The author will address the
audience, answer questions, and add another dimension to his
memoir.
On Sunday, May 22, we will host the ever popular Book
and Bagel. The featured book is All i Know and Love by

Judith Frank. To entice you to read that book, note this brief
summary: Matt and Daniel are a couple who are tested in
profound ways. When Daniel’s twin brother and sister-in-law
are murdered by terrorists in israel, the couple receives
custody of their children. How this couple deals with death,
the children, their new challenges, and each other, all against
a background of israeli-Palestine issues, provides a riveting
and thought-provoking story. Don’t miss this multi-layered
Book and Bagel.
Several days ago an acquaintance happened to mention,
actually rave about, reading a really stellar book: Sotah by
Naomi Ragen. This title rang a bell. it is in our library. The
acquaintance was correct: this story deserves accolades and a
strong recommendation. Briefly, Dina Reich, the main
character, is raised in Jerusalem’s ultra-Orthodox community.
She is accused of an unforgivable sin: adultery. Her journey
attempts to reconcile faith with love and tradition with
freedom. Sotah begs for readers.

Caring Committee
The Caring Committee has been quite busy making phone
calls and visiting synagogue members who are ill and are in
the hospital or rehabilitation centers. We have had several
volunteers prepare meals to be delivered as needed, and this
committee thanks each one for their generosity and kindness.
We have been providing rides to doctors and Friday night
services to our members who can’t or don’t drive. We are in
need of more driving volunteers so we don’t have to turn
anyone down when a request is made. if the Caring
Committee has helped you out in the past, and you are able,
please “pay if forward” to provide help to fellow members.
Caring Committee members also attend shiva services. it is
very rewarding to see the comfort on the face of the mourner
when a temple member walks in the door to support the
family at their difficult time.
If you have any availability and are willing to provide
a service, please contact
Candy Kassover at candy1951@optonline.net or
Laura Miller @ mlctsmiller@verizon.net.

Adult Learning Monday Nights
NOT Just for Kadimah Parents!
Jerry Kirshman and educator Rebecca McVeigh organized a
series of study sessions for adults on Monday evenings from
7:30 to 8:30 p.m. (ending to coincide with Kadimah dismissal.)
Watch the weekly announcements and your inbox for the
lineup of classes, and sign up!

Center for Food Action
is looking for the following types
of donations during the year:

March - Peanut Butter/Jelly
April - Cereal/Pancake Mix
May - Canned Meat/Fish
Items can be brought to the
synagogue and placed in the baskets
in the front lobby or inside the school
entrance.

Wear your camp gear for our
presentation, 9-10 am on Sunday,
March 27!
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CHIROPRACTIC
DR. MARC DANIEL • DR. JOSH DANIEL
65 N. Franklin Turnpike
Ramsey, NJ 07446
Office: (201) 934-1166
Fax: (201) 934-8170

LAW OFFICE OF JEFFREY S. LIPKIN
Ɣ General

Litigation
Ɣ Insurance Claims
Disputes
Ɣ Partnership Disputes
Ɣ Employment Disputes
Ɣ Contract Drafting and Disputes
Ɣ Landlord-Tenant Disputes
Ɣ Commercial Litigation/Collection
Ɣ Real Estate Disputes
Ɣ Bad Neighbor Disputes
Ɣ Municipal Court
Ɣ Personal Injury
Ɣ Medical Malpractice
Ɣ Products Liability
Ɣ 20 years of “big firm” experience at affordable rates
Ɣ Business

1000 C Lake St., Ramsey, NJ Ɣ (201) 962-3876
www.jefflipkinlaw.com

Contact Iris
in the office to
advertise your
business in
Temple Topics.

LANDIS

“When People Prefer the Finest”

Painting

Angie’s List Super Service Award winner
7 years in a row!




Owner supervision on site everyday and available via cell phone 7 days a week
Work uninterrupted until job is completed (we do not pull off your job to start another and then return)
2 year warranty on labor and materials  No subcontractors  Daily clean up procedure

Let Landis Painting show you their commitment to top quality work, customer service
and professionalism

Call for your free estimate

201-337-5559

Visit us on the web at www.Landis-Painting.com

BETH HAVERIM SHIR SHALOM
280 RAMAPO VALLEY ROAD
MAHWAH, NJ 07430
Rabbi Joel Mosbacher
Cantor David Perper
Rebecca McVeigh, educator

Sessions of School:
Sundays: March 6, 13, 20 & 27, April 3, 10 & 17
Mondays: March 7, 14, 21 & 28, April 4, 11 & 18
Tuesdays: March 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29, April 5, 12 & 19

Office Closed - Friday, April 29

To do in March and April:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

?

Help the victims of the Society Hill Condo ﬁre ~ donate gift cards ~ contact temple oﬃce for details
Join Rabbinic intern Josh Fixler for Prepping for Passover, Feb. 28, March 6 and March 13
Torah Study ~ Saturdays, beginning at 8:15 AM – March 5, 12, 19, and 26 & April 2, 9, 16, and 23
Come & celebrate Cantor Perper’s 10 year Anniversary with BHSS ~ on March 4 and 5
Stretch, Strengthen & Relax, An Evening of Pilates, presented ty BHSS Sisterhood, Tuesday, March 8 ~ 7 PM
Share Shabbat with BHSS at the Congregational Dinner March 11 & April 1, 7 PM following 6 PM Shabbat family services, by RSVP
5th ~ 8th graders can participate in the Youth Group Palisades Mall Scavenger Hunt on Sunday, March 13
Treat yourself at the BHSS Sisterhood Spring Bling Jewelry Designs, Sunday, March 13, 2:00 pm, with Queens Tea at 3 PM
Join us Friday, March 18th at 7:30 PM for Sisterhood Shabbat and celebrate our women of Reform Judaism
Bring your little ones to the Purim Mini Shpiel & Carnival ~ Sunday, March 20 beginning at 11:30 AM
The Purim fun continues on Wednesday, March 23 beginning with Pizza, 6:15 PM, the Megillah reading & Purim Shpiel at 7:00 PM
Guest Speaker Rabbi Geoff Mitelman,to discuss “How Do We Talk About Science & Religion” on March 25 during Shabbat Services
Come to the URJ Camps Presentation, Sunday, March 27, 9~10 AM, learn about their camps & hear from BHSS camp ‘veterans’!
Sunday, March 27 ~ Youth Group Tie Dye Party
Support Brotherhood 2.0 and purchase delicious Passover Wine ~ order forms available at the temple
BHSSTY Pancake Breakfast on Sunday, April 3 at 7:30 AM, $5 suggested donation
“StoryCorps” at BHSS, Sunday, April 3, 1:00 PM. All welcome and encouraged to participate!!
Sunday, April 3 ~ Youth Group Community Service Horseback Riding
Join Brotherhood 2.0 for their Passover Seder – Tuesday, April 5 at 7:30 PM
BHSSTY Youth Group leads us in a Creative Service, Friday, April 8, 7:30 PM and Library Ladies host the Taste of Passover oneg
Join Rabbi Mosbacher for a special Havdallah and Healing Service, Saturday, April 9 at 5:30 PM
Celebrate Passover with your Tot ~ Tot Shabbat, Monday April 11, 4:45~5:30 PM – ages infant to Pre K
Join BHSS Sisterhood for their Miriam Seder – Thursday, April 14 – 6:00 PM
“Why is tonight different than all other nights?” BHSS Community Second Night Passover Seder, Saturday, April 23, by RSVP

