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Friday, September 4 - 6:00 PM Family Service
August and September birthdays will be celebrated.
7:00 PM Congregational Dinner by RSVP
Oneg Shabbat Hosts: the Brown family

Friday, September 25 - 7:30 PM Shabbat Evening Service
Saturday, September 26 10:00 AM Shabbat Morning Service
Sunday, September 27 - 7:00 PM Erev Sukkot Service
Monday, September 28 10:00 AM Sukkot Festival Service

Saturday, September 5 10:00 AM Bar Mitzvah of Joshua Brown
8:30 PM S’lichot Program and Service

Friday, October 2 - 6:00 PM Family Service
October birthdays will be celebrated.
7:00 PM Congregational Dinner by RSVP
Oneg Shabbat Hosts: the Pavon family
Saturday, October 3 10:00 AM Bar Mitzvah of Max Pavon

Friday, September 11 7:30 PM Shabbat Evening Service
Saturday, September 12 10:00 AM Shabbat Morning Service
Sunday, September 13 7:30 PM - Erev Rosh HaShanah
Monday, September 14 8:15 AM - Rosh HaShanah early morning service
11:45 AM - Rosh HaShanah mid-morning service
2:45 PM - Rosh HaShanah family service
4:15 PM - Tashlich
Friday, September 18 7:30 PM Shabbat Evening Service
Oneg Shabbat Hosts: the Marder family
Saturday, September 19 - 9:30 AM Tot Shabbat
10:00 AM Bar Mitzvah of Ethan Marder
Tuesday, September 22 - 7:30 PM - Kol Nidre
Wednesday, September 23 8:15 AM - Yom Kippur early morning service
11:45 AM - mid-morning service
2:00 - 3:30 PM Study sessions
2:30 PM Family service
2:30 PM Healing service
3:45 PM Mincha (afternoon) service
5:30 PM Yizkor
6:15 PM Neilah (closing) service

Sunday, October 4 - 7:00 PM Simchat Torah/Consecration
Please note the early start time.
Monday, October 5 - 10:00 AM Festival Yizkor Service
Friday, October 9 - 7:30 PM Shabbat Evening Service
Oneg Shabbat Hosts: the Schechtman family
Saturday, October 10 10:00 AM Bat Mitzvah of Ruth Schechtman
Friday, October 16 - 7:30 PM Shabbat Evening Service
Oneg Shabbat Hosts: the Fleischmann and Wainland
families
Saturday, October 17 - 9:30 AM Tot Shabbat
10:00 AM B'nai Mitzvah of
Scott Fleischmann and Nicole Wainland
Friday, October 23 - 7:30 PM Shabbat Evening Service
Oneg Shabbat Hosts: the Grippo and Roth families
Saturday, October 24 - 10:00 AM
B'not Mitzvah of Julie Grippo and Sophia Roth
Friday, October 30 - 7:30 PM Shabbat Evening Service
Oneg Shabbat Hosts: the Myers and Trattner families
Saturday, October 31 - 10:00 AM
B'nai Mitzvah of Matthew Myers and Ashley Trattner

FOR NOVEMBER ONLY, the Family Service will be on the second FRIDAY.
All other FAMILY SERVICES are now on the first Friday of the month.
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President’s Message
from Nancy Levene

I came to Beth Haverim 16 years
ago to enroll my son, David, in
Hebrew school. It was the Friday before school was about to
start on Monday. I was a little nervous filling out the forms
when it asked for Hebrew names, yarhzeit dates, etc. but
everyone in the office was very welcoming. My only previous
experience with religious school was attending grammar
school at Sacred Heart and Our Lady of Peace. And no, they
didn’t offer Hebrew as an elective!

We begin each day with thanks for the blessings in our lives.
I would like to begin my presidency with thanks. I am
thankful for the opportunity to do the sacred work of this
community. And I thank you for trusting in me and giving
me this great blessing.

As you might have figured out, I was the non-Jewish spouse
in an interfaith family. I knew we would fit in at BHSS when
on the first day of school I noticed that one of David’s
classmates was Molly Maguire. We were at the right place.

So let me thank you in advance for a great year to come!

We came for school and stayed for everything else. Over the
course of the next few years, we attended family services and
holiday celebrations. I joined the Sisterhood, and my
husband, Al, joined the choir. My interest in Judaism grew,
and I attended Lifelong Learning classes and Torah study.
After several years of living a Jewish life, I decided it was
important for me to make it official and I converted, almost a
year after my son became a bar mitzvah.
I never imagined that I would serve as synagogue president,
especially since I wasn’t even Jewish when we joined! I
thought you had to be a lawyer, a financial expert, or
professor to be the president. I am none of those… What I am
is committed to this community and to the Jewish people.
I found so many opportunities here from being part of a
vibrant community, finding a spiritual home, participating in
social justice programs, studying Torah and much more.
I am also grateful to have the best clergy, professional staff,
and an amazing group of volunteers to help me do the work
of Beth Haverim Shir Shalom.

2

I hope to have the chance to meet each of you, whether it is
at services, over cheesecake at the Oneg, or at a Book & A
Bagel book discussion in the coming year.

L’Shalom
Nancy Levene

HOW TO REACH ME:
I’m available via phone, text, email and in person.
I want to hear from you, so please be in touch!
About phone messages: I check voicemail during
the day, but will most likely return your call in the
evening (but not after 9 pm. My mother taught
me to never call before 9:00 am or after 9:00 pm,
and I still follow that rule!). I also don't make
synagogue-related calls on Shabbat, so please be
patient if you don't hear back until Sunday.
Cell: 201.788.9336
Email: nblevene@gmail.com

SAVE THE DATE!
BHSS Intergenerational Retreat
February 5-7, 2016
at
URJ Camp Harlam
Kunkletown, PA
look for more information and
registration materials soon!
Beth Haverim Shir Shalom Temple Topics

From the Rabbi
“If not now, when?”
It is a time for renewing our souls. I pray that the summer has
been a time of rest and renewal for you as it has been for me.
Luckily for us as a Jewish community, we get to move directly
from summer renewal into a High Holiday season which is all
about just that.
By the time you read this, we will be halfway through the
Hebrew month of Elul -- the month leading up to Rosh
Hashanah. Elul is meant to be a time of preparing ourselves
for the work of ahead; the rabbis were wise in knowing that
it's very hard to just show up on Rosh Hashanah and expect
magic to happen. We have to prepare ourselves for the sacred
work we will do together.
As a congregation, we invite you to take the opportunity to do
that preparation together with us by coming to Friday
evening services, when we blow the shofar to help us begin to
hear the call of our hearts and of that which is eternal in the
universe -- a call which is meant to help us focus on the
renewal of our spirits and our relationships in this season.
This year on the High Holidays, we have a new GPS, if you
will, to help us navigate the High Holidays. Thanks to the
generosity of the Sisterhood of BHSS, we have a new High
Holiday machzor (prayerbook) called Mishkan HaNefesh –
literally, "the dwelling place of the soul." This is the first new
machzor for the Reform movement in almost 4 decades, and
Cantor Perper, rabbinic intern Josh Fixler and I are excited
about utilizing this new tool to help us with the work of
renewal.
The machzor retains nearly all of what is familiar to us from
Gates of Repentance; the melodies will be largely the same.
Additionally, there are beautiful and moving new readings
and new arrangements of the service, some of which are
returns to ancient traditions, and some of which are new
ritual innovations. I was privileged to serve on one of the
committees which developed the new machzor, and I believe
that we will all be inspired by it.

While much of the essential content
of the machzor will feel familiar, the
form is fundamentally different. It
is inspired by the format of our weekly and festival prayer
book, Mishkan Tefilah, so if you've spent time with us on
those more regular occasions, our new machzor will seem
more familiar to you.
We've been working hard to prepare with this new tool as a
staff team, and we've been rolling out bits and pieces of it on
Friday evenings over the summer so that you can become
more familiar with it, as well.
So, too, we invite you to join us for our S’lichot program on
Saturday evening, September 5 at 8:30 pm. We'll begin with
a study session about Mishkan HaNefesh, so that you can go
into the High Holiday season feeling more comfortable with
the machzor; please join us and bring friends.
We’ll continue that night after our study session with coffee,
cookies, and community. We'll make the Havdalah
separation between Shabbat the rest of the week, ritually
change the Torah mantles in the ark, and recite the traditional
late evening prayers of S’lichot, prayers in which we begin the
process of making amends and making ourselves more whole.
Lastly, please join us for our annual Spiritual Walk on
Sunday, September 20 from 7:30-8:30 a.m. at the Ramapo
Reservation, when we'll walk, talk, and do some spiritual
exercise to help deepen our experience of Yom Kippur. I'll
bring the coffee and the exercises. Bring your walking shoes,
your dog (if you'd like), and your soul that is probably, like
mine, perfect (and a little broken, too!).
We welcome you back after the summer into the mishkan that
is your spiritual home. We invite you to join us in preparing
to be renewed by the beautiful and powerful and agitational
season in front of us. Elyssa, Ari and Lev join me in wishing
you a Shanah tovah u'metukah -- a sweet and good new Jewish
year.

—Rabbi Joel Mosbacher
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2015/2016 BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Rabbi Joel Mosbacher
201-337-4803
rabbimosbacher@yahoo.com
201-934-1894
cantorperper@earthlink.net
Cantor David Perper
Educator, Rebecca McVeigh
201-512-1983
schoolatbethhav@optonline.net
President, Nancy Levene
201-236-6059
nblevene@gmail.com
Past President, Jennifer Cole
201-891-2438
thecole6@yahoo.com
845-321-1439
jackielowenfels@aol.com
Vice President, Jackie Lowenfels
Vice President, Corey Mitnick
201-529-5285
cmitnick@gmail.com
201-825-6265
doug@dawrightassociates.com
Vice President, Doug Wright
Treasurer, Mitchell Miller
201-337-4503
mlctsmiller@verizon.net
Asst. Treasurer, Aldine Rostolder
201-252-2823
aldines@hotmail.com
Secretary, Harvey Weinberg
646-364-8417
harvey.weinberg@oliverwyman.com
Trustee, Ellen Fasanaro
201-934-6710
ellen.7755@gmail.com
Trustee, Robin Cassell
201-216-3419
rtcassell@yahoo.com
Trustee, Debbie Falkow
201-327-4849
debfalkow@hotmail.com
Trustee, Deborah Klein
201-934-1623
deborah.klein18@gmail.com
Trustee, Paul Lipson
201-934-7060
lipson123@verizon.net
Trustee, Linda Schwartz
845-504-0577
linda.ellman@schwartzhouse.com
URJ Liaison, Al Levene
201-236-6059
alleve1@aol.com
Sisterhood Co. Pres., Lisa Lamster
201-760-1935
lisalams@optonline.net
Sisterhood Co. Pres., Gail Spencer
201-739-8629
sprucer@aol.com
Brotherhood Pres. Jonathan Theodore
845-357-5378
president@BHSSbrotherhood.org
Michelle Mitzvah, Chair, Ilyse Smith
201-995-1177
mmgbhss@gmail.com
Dir.of Informal Youth Programming, Liza Fishman 201-994-5898 lfishmanbhss@gmail.com
Youth Act. Coord. Gr. 3-5, Brittany Silverman 201-994-5898 bsilvermanbhss@gmail.com
Sr. Youth Group. Pres. Jamie Ratowsky
914-356-5246
jamieratowsky@yahoo.com
2015/2016 COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Life Long Learning, Leslie Sapienza

201-760-8972

sapienz@optonline.net

Life Long Learning, Beth Dubiel

201-684-0705

dubiels@optonline.net

BUILDING & GROUNDS, Jim Dubroff

201-327-7014

jimdubroff@yahoo.com

BUILDING & GROUNDS, Harris Reinstein

201-652-0898

harrisreinstein@msn.com

CARING, Co Chair, Candy Kassover

201-934-8229

candy1951@optonline.net

CARING, Co Chair, Laura Miller

201-337-4503

mlctsmiller@verizon.net

COMMUNICATIONS, Lisa Lamster

201-760-1935

lisalams@optonline.net

ENDOWMENT, Chair, Harvey Weinberg

646-364-8417

harvey.weinberg@oliverwyman.com

EDUCATION, Lauren Einhorn

201-447-7094

laureneinhorn16@gmail.com

LIBRARY, Sheryl Ives

201-794-1017

sjives17@yahoo.com

LIBRARY, Ruth Turner

845-351-5732

rggt@optonline.net

MEMBERSHIP, Chair, Jen Cole

201-891-2438

thecole6@yahoo.com

MUSIC, Chair, Nora Berger

201-703-0132

niberger@aol.com

OUTREACH, Jane Young

201-327-1281

jnapfy@aol.com

RITUAL, Co Chair, Stacey Coyne

845-300-3505

staceycoy@aol.com

RITUAL, Co Chair, Judy Teich

845-512-8506

judy.teich@gmail.com

SOCIAL ACTION, Chair, Whitney Speer

201-825-2441

whitneyspeer@msn.com

Candlelighting times:
September 4 – 7:04 pm Ki Tavo
September 11 – 6:55 pm N’tzavim
September 18 – 6:41 pm Vayeilech
September 25 – 6:29 pm Ha’azinu
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October 2 – 6:17 pm Sukkot
October 9 – 6:06 pm B’reisheet
October 16 – 5:55 pm Noach
October 23 – 5:45 pm Lech L’cha
October 30 – 5:36 pm Vayera

September
Birthdays
Chelsey Abel
Emily Alpert
Justin Barkan
Chase Calarco
Brooke Dann
Jake Ehrman
Zachary Freeman
Ava Gamburg
Harrison Grossman
Andrew Korman
Todd Korman
Jessica Korman
Max Pavon
Ryan Peller
Mason Popowitz
Ruth Schechtman
Daniel Sheppard
Carlie Shmaruk
Jessica Shmaruk
Cooper Shrivan
Jesse Sobel
Dylan Stark
Jake Stark
Samantha Stone
Cate Weinberger
Henry Weiner
Emerson Weiss
Noah Weiss
Sydney Wolfe
Owen York

Cantor’s Corner

October
Birthdays
Zachary Barkan
Leah Behar
Miles Brickman
Ryan Brodsky
Adam Buchalter
Chloe Caren
Joshua Chostaka
Brady Cole
Brad DeRosa
Justin DeRosa
Brooke Dylan Einhorn
Jake Fishman
Kassidy Fishman
Mandy Fleischmann
Arden Flynn
Harrison Flynn
Olivia Flynn
Bella Freed
Jordan Gamburg
Benjamin Goldstein
Laila Graham-Bialer
Justine Kulick
Matthew Meehan
Matthew Myers
Riley Nierenberg
Skylie Prizel
Ayla Sachs
Betsy Schwartz
Cole Selman
Justin Silver
Miles Swerdloff
Sam Terdiman
Nicole Wainland
Leo Wunder
Eli Wunder

First, I would like to begin by offering all of our cherished
members a heartfelt Shanah Tovah from my wife, Faith, and
me. BHSS is a very special place, and you are here because
you feel it too.
Our sacred year begins with a frenzy of activity and emotions. S’lichot, the official
starting time of preparing one’s self spiritually, for offering forgiveness, for reaching
out to those you’ve wronged in some way. Our High Holidays, Rosh Hashanah
and Yom Kippur, our most sacred days of beginnings, inner reflection, honest
searching toward the best of all of us. Simchat Torah, the highest heights of
rejoicing and dancing with our blessed Torah, that which guides our Jewish lives
each and every day. The start of religious school and seeing all our students either
beginning, or continuing, their Jewish learning journey, and some doing so
alongside their parents in Family School on Sunday mornings. Monday night high
school, known as Kadimah, will start and the older students will be learning more
about Israel, ritual and tradition, and history through interactive studies with me,
our student rabbi, Rabbi Mosbacher, Cantor Steinsnyder and our other great
teachers. They also take fun electives which give us another opportunity to learn
and nurture learning and relationships.
The music committee has planned programming including our next Movie Night;
a spring Coffeehouse Cantors, one of the synagogues most successful music events;
and this year, for the first time, BHSS will have an orchestra Pops Concert,
including members of BHSS and neighboring Jewish communities too. That is
going to be a great afternoon -- more info to follow, stay tuned.
Our choral program is searching for more new members. We have a rich history of
choirs here, and now we need more folks to help carry the torch forward. If you or
your children are interested, please contact me through the temple office, and we’ll
get you up to speed. We have a load of fun and sing beautiful music as well.
I’ll be offering a trope class for anyone who wants to either begin to learn how to
chant sacred text or for those who want to continue their learning on the subject.
Either way, it’s a fun time to spend together and learn.
We are the People of the Book. We learn and we study. If you want to join us, we
have a class for you. Or, if you don’t see what you’re looking for, let us know, and
we’ll be of assistance in helping you reach your goals.
Being your cantor is a great honor for me. I cherish it, and I want to inspire you,
be it at services, in the classroom, through meeting you, and hearing your stories.
Join us, and bring the family!
- Cantor Perper
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From The Jewish Standard July 24, 2015

Book
Fair
Come to the

Amazingly, back-to-school season has begun. The school-supplies list arrived in last
week’s email. With the return to school, many of our children will resume their study of
Hebrew. And in our generation, beyond the groans that we inflicted on our parents,
comes this cutting edge kvetch: Why do we need Hebrew (or, for that matter, any
foreign language) in this age of Google Translate?
Parents: Clip and save this photo of an ordinary serving tray of goulash.
It was photographed in Israel by someone whose photo credit, alas, has been lost to the
alienating nature of the Internet.
And if you can read Hebrew, you can make out the letters that spell “goulash.”
So why the translation: “surf”?
Because the Hebrew for surf is “golesh” and Hebrew is notorious for not having vowels.

We will have
selections for
both children
and adults!
Perfect for Chanukah
presents,
or just to “gift”
to yourself!
The first night
of Chanukah
is December 16!
Friday, November 13 after services (browsing
only)
Sunday, November 15
(8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.)

All of which is to say: No, you don’t want to stake your reputation on Google Translate.

Yes, you have to do your Hebrew homework.

From the Educator’s Office

Monday, November 16
(3:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.)
Tuesday, November 17
(3:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.)

I hope the above article, from one of the summer issues of
the Jewish Standard, put a smile on your face, as it did
mine. And we DO teach Hebrew WITH vowels, so rest
assured that your child should not be mistaking the word
“goulash” for “surf!”
I also hope that over the summer everyone had a chance to hear our students practice
just a bit out of his/her Hebrew book or review pages. (As you read this, there are still
almost three weeks until the first Sunday session, so there is still time.)
Welcome/welcome back to another wonderful year and we will see you soon!
—Rebecca Bernstein McVeigh, Educator
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Volunteers needed call 201-512-1983
or email to
schoolatbethhav@optonline.net

September Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1

Wednesday
2

Thursday
3

7

OFFICE CLOSED

13

7:30 pm
Erev Rosh HaShanah
Service

20
7:30 am
Spiritual Walk
9 am FS & 6
9am
Sukkah build
11:30 am
NFTY
Leadership Summit

27
9 am FS & 6
6:00 pm B'hood
Pizza in the Hut
7:00 pm - Erev
Sukkot Svce

14
8:15 am early RH svce
11:45 am - late
morning svce
2:45
2:30 pm Family Service
3:45 pm Tashlich

21

4 pm School K-3 4
pm PreK
6:45 pm - Kadimah

28
OFFICE CLOSED
10 am - Sukkot
Festival Service NO
SCHOOL

8

9

6:30 pm
Exec Comm mtg
7:30 pm Board mtg
7:30 pm MMG

15

10

8 pm
Adult Choir

16

9:30 am
Rosh HaShanah
Day 2

8 pm Adult Choir

22

23

7:30 pm
Kol Nidre

29
4 pm School 4/5
7 pm
BM Genius Bar
7 pm
Social Action
Summit

Yom Kippur
(see front page for
service times)

4

6 PM Tefilot
Family Service
7 PM Dinner by RSVP

8 pm Adult Choir

6

Friday

17

7 pm B'hood Dinner
@ Overseas in
Suffern

24

Saturday
5
KI TAVO
8:15 am
Torah Study
10 am
Josh Brown
8:30 pm S'lichot

11

12

7:30 pm Tefilot

N'TZAVIM
8:15 am - Torah
Study

18

19

7:30 pm Tefilot

VAYELECH
8:15 Torah Study
9:30 Tot Shabbat
10 am
Ethan Marder

25

26

7:30 pm Tefilot

HA'AZINU
8:15 am - Torah
Study

30

7:30 pm
Ritual Comm mtg
8 pm Adult Choir

Notes:
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October Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
1

Friday
2

6 PM Tefilot Family
Service
7 PM Dinner by RSVP

4
9 am
FS & 6 12:30 pm
3/4/5 Event
Secor Farms
7 pm
Simchat Torah
Consecration

11
9 am - FS & 6
11:45 am B'hood
Take Down Sukkah
12 pm
BM Genius Bar

18

9 am - FS & 6
1 pm
Book & A Bagel

25

5
OFFICE CLOSED
10 am - Festival
Yizkor Service
NO SCHOOL

12

NO SCHOOL

19
4 pm - K-3
4 pm PreK
5 pm - Group Prayer
Class
6:45 pm - Kadimah

26

4 pm - K-3
9 am - FS & 6
5 pm - Group Prayer
9 am B'hood Raps
Class
Off Site
6:45 pm - Kadimah

Notes:
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6
4 pm
School 4/5
7:00 pm
Sis'hood Yoga Event

13
4 pm School 4/5
6:30 pm Group
Prayer Class
7:30 pm - Exec
Comm Mtg
7:30 pm MMG Mtg

20
4 pm School 4/5
6:30 pm Group
Prayer Class
7:30 pm
Board Mtg.

27
4 pm School 4/5
6:30 pm Group
Prayer Class
7 pm
BM Genius Bar
7:30 pm Ritual
7:30 pm Music

7

8

7:30 pm
Israel Trip mtg
8 pm Adult Choir

14
7:30 pm
Intro to Judaism @
BHSS
8 pm Adult Choir

21

7:30 pm Tefilot

15

7:30 pm
Intro to Judaism @
BHSS
8 pm Adult Choir

16

OFFICE CLOSED
10 am - Festival
Yizkor Service
7 pm
B'hood Dinner
Allendale
Bar & Grill

7:30 pm Tefilot

22

23

7:30 pm
Intro to Judaism @
BHSS
8 pm Adult Choir

28

9

7:30 pm Tefilot

29

30

7:30 pm Tefilot

Saturday
3
SUKKOT
8:15 am
Torah Study
10 am
Max Pavon

10
B'REISHEET
8:15 Torah Study
10 am
Ruth Schechtman

17
NOACH
8:15 Torah Study
9:30 Tot Shabbat
10 am
Scott Fleischmann
Nicole Wainland

24
LECH L'CHA
8:15 Torah Study
10 am
Julie Grippo
Sophia Roth

31
VAYERA
8:15 Torah Study
10 am
Matthew Myers
Ashley Trattner

From the Rabbinic Intern
Hello. My name is Josh Fixler, and I am honored and excited
to be the Rabbinic Intern at BHSS this year. I am looking
forward to meeting everyone in the coming months, and in
advance of that I would like to take this opportunity to
introduce myself. I am about to start my 4th year at Hebrew
Union College, and I am also simultaneously working
towards a Certificate in Nonprofit Management at NYU.
Before coming to HUC, I lived in the Washington DC metro
area for nine years. I attended the University of Maryland,
where I created my own major in Organizational
Development and Community leadership (a program which
my advisor and I lovingly called “pre-Rab”). After that, I
worked for two years as a college program coordinator at the
Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice, where I had the
opportunity to engage in interfaith social justice organizing
with college students around the country. Following that, I
served for three year as the assistant Director of Education
and Youth Director at a Reform synagogue in Northern
Virginia, where I planned curriculum and worked with kids
of all ages, as well as adults. I am originally from Denver, and
on my mother’s side, I come from a line of proud Colorado
natives who have been living in Colorado since the Gold
Rush! I currently live in Brooklyn with my wife, Annie. We
love living in NY because we are big theater buffs, and we try
to see as many shows as we can.

I am so excited to work at Beth
Haverim Shir Shalom. I am friends
with a few of BHSS’s former interns,
and everyone I talk to sings your
praises. I am looking forward to a year of varied opportunities
and experiences. Among my many responsibilities, I will be
lending a hand in the community organizing efforts at BHSS.
I took an organizing course two years ago through HUC, and
since then I have been eager to learn more by working for a
synagogue that engages in thoughtful and intentional
community organizing. I can think of no better place to learn
than BHSS. Your national reputation precedes you. I am also
incredibly excited to be working with the Kadimah program.
As a former youth director, middle and high school students
are some of my favorite groups to teach. Additionally, I will
be lending a hand in the new Sunday morning adult learning
course, where I will be teaching a unit on how classical Jewish
texts can inform modern Jewish decision making. I am also
thrilled to get to help out with services from time to time,
including High Holidays.

Yom Kippur Healing Service

Yom Kippur Learning Session

Please join Rabbi Mosbacher on Yom Kippur afternoon,
Wednesday, September 23, at 2:30 p.m. for a service of
healing. This service is intended for anyone who is or has
been struggling with physical or spiritual illness or
brokenness in themselves or those they care about. We will
share in an informal liturgy and find support in one another;
it is a beautiful and warm setting for us to be together on
this holiest of days.

For many years, we have offered a moving, meaningful
learning session on Yom Kippur for those who wish to be
with us throughout the day, and this year is no different.
Please join us on Wednesday, September 23, from 2:003:30 p.m. as our own Sheila Groskin and her daughter Elissa
Zylbershlag will guide us through a discussion entitled,
"Looking Towards Ourselves: Understanding the Language
of Diversity and Personal Values." The session will invite us
to better understand the language surrounding issues of
diversity, to think about our personal values, and consider
what assumptions we make about people who hold values
that are similar and different to our own.

Check your High Holiday tickets
to be sure you have the correct one(s)!

I know this is going to be a terrific year, and I feel so lucky to
get to learn from Rabbi Mosbacher, Cantor Pepper, and all of
you! I have already felt warmly welcomed into the community
and I look forward to meeting many of you over the holidays.

ORANGE ticket is for the service beginning at
8:15 am on both Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur mornings
PURPLE ticket is for the service beginning at
11:45 am on both Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur morning

9

...will be called to the Torah...
Joshua Brown - September 5, 2015
Lives in Mahwah, New Jersey. Mother,
Shana, Father, StevenNoah, Brother, 10
......... is an 8th grader at Ramapo Ridge
Middle School ........... His interests
include video games, roller coasters,
LEGO, and playing guitar. “I would
either like to be a video game designer,
an animator, or an engineer. I am excited
that I am finally 13 years old and that I am a
grown-up in the eyes of the Jewish people. I have
learned that if I put my mind to it, I can
accomplish anything. For my community service
project I collected food for the Center for Food
Action during the spring and summer when their
food stock is low. I also sorted food at the CFA.”

Ethan Marder September 19, 2015
Lives in Montebello, New York.
Mother, Christina Fernandez, Father,
Rob, Brothers, Jared, 14, and
Benjamin, 2, Sister, Taylor, 9 ........
is an 8th grader at Suffern Middle
School ........ His interests include
playing hockey, lacrosse, football, riding
off-road quads, snowmobiling, skiing, and
fishing. “I would like to become a dentist and
work with my father and/or play professional
hockey. I am very excited to become a Bar
Mitzvah and share this special day with my
family and friends.”

Max Pavon - October 3, 2015
Lives in Mahwah, New Jersey. Mother, Lisa,
Father, Armando, Sisters, Caitlin, 18, and
Sophia, 15 ............. is a 7th grader at
Ramapo Ridge Middle School ......... His
interests include dancing, singing, soccer, and
climbing. “No matter what profession I end
up having, I would like to be helping others.
This is the biggest milestone in my religious life
and I'm so happy to be sharing it with my friends and
family. For my community service I went to New York
City at night twice to give food, clothes, and toiletries to
the homeless, by participating in a ‘midnight run’.”
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Ruth Hannah Schechtman - October 10, 2015
Lives in Park Ridge, New Jersey.
Mother,Diane, Father, Neal, Brothers,
Ethan, 19, Zachary, 18, and Jonah, 14
............... is an 8th grader at Park Ridge
Middle School ......... Her interests include
soccer, music, cooking, animals, science,
hanging out with friends, and being with my
family. "In the future, I see myself studying and
being in the medical field. I feel very excited and
nervous for this special moment in my Jewish life. I
look forward to sharing this day with my family and
friends. For my community service I organized a food
drive for the CFA (Center for Food Action.) I also
volunteered my time this summer as a CIT (Counselor
in Training) for the Park Ridge Day Camp."

Scott Fleischmann - October 17, 2015
Lives in Montebello, New York. Mother,
Carrie, Father, Jeff, Brother, Ethan, 5,
and Sister, Mandy, 9 ........... is an 8th
grader at Suffern Middle School ..........
His interests include music, reading,
tennis, track and field, and skiing. “I
hope to use my skills in music and math to
have a happy and successful career. I feel very
excited and nervous to share this special occasion
with people important to me. For my community
service I am performing piano concerts at the Helen
Hayes Rehabilitation Hospital. I am trying to bring
happiness to people going through a difficult time.”
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...will be called to the Torah...
Nicole Wainland - October 17, 2015
Lives in Upper Saddle River, New Jersey.
Mother, Brenda, Father, Neil, Brother,
Matthew, 11 and Sister, Lilah, 7
............. is a 7th grader at Cavallini
Middle School ........... Her interests
include digital editing, art, fashion, and
interior/fashion design. "I would like to
successfully fashion design for a large
company. I am excited and have been studying a lot.
I'm enjoying the process of preparing for this day.
For my community service I am teaching and
helping out at the National/United States Fish and
Wildlife Service/Refuge in Newport, Rhode Island,
teaching marine exploration for children and arts
and crafts classes."

Julie Grippo - October 24, 2015
Lives in Airmont, New York. Mother,
Michelle, Father, Paul, Brother, Michael,
16 and Sister, Nicole, 23 ........... is an
8th grader at Suffern Middle School
........ Her interests include sports, food,
animals, family, and friends. "I hope to
have a lot of good friends and family, love
what I do (I don't know what this right
now.) and to be happy. I am so excited to share
this tradition with family and friends. For my
community service I am collecting old blankets and
towels, food and toys to drop off at the Hi-Tor
animal shelter."

Sophia Roth - October 24, 2015
Lives in Upper Saddle River, New Jersey.
Mother, Denise, Father, Mark, Brothers,
Daniel and Ian, 11 ........... is an 8th
grader at Saddle River Day School ..........
Her interests include singing, dancing,
and performing, soccer, basketball, science,
and Spanish. "I enjoy performing and would
like to perform one day for a larger audience.
For my community service I volunteered for Hunger
Cares, which helps feed needy kids all over the
world."

Matt Myers - October 31, 2015
Lives in Woodcliff Lake, New Jersey.
Mother, Jennifer, Father, Jamey,
Brother, Max, 11, and Sister, Eva, 7
........... is a 7th grader at Woodcliff
Middle School ........... His interests
include baseball, basketball, video
games, reading, and listening to music.
“I would like to become a professional
athlete. I feel this is an extraordinary
accomplishment for my life. I am volunteering at
a special needs camp called Camp Shalom and I
was a buddy to one of the campers by assisting
the buddy in all activities.”

Ashley Trattner - October 31, 2015
Lives in Upper Saddle River, New
Jersey. Mother, Lisa, Father, Eric,
Sisters, Rebecca, 19, and Jenna, 17
............ is an 8th grader at Cavallini
Middle School ........ Her interests
include basketball, playing guitar,
drums, and singing. "I would like to be
successful and happy in whatever I choose to
do in my life. I am excited and nervous. For my
community service I worked at 'Linking Hearts' a program where teens visit home-bound seniors
and nursing home residents. We had fun group
activities, such as arts and crafts. I also worked at
'Sports Circle' where I got to work with kids with
special needs - we played a variety of sports
together. Both programs were very meaningful
and fun!"
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Brotherhood 2.0
Two rabbis, a Methodist theologist, and the president of the
BHSS Brotherhood 2.0 walk into a national social action
event…
Yes, it sounds like the beginning of a joke! There is actually
no punchline, but there are several goals. America’s Journey
for Justice, (#JusticeSummer), is the NAACP’s historic 860mile march from Selma, Alabama to Washington, DC over
40 days in support of racial justice. The march seeks to
mobilize the country to action, advocating on issues including
voting rights, education and criminal justice reform, and
economic inequality.
Reform rabbis from around North America have committed
to marching different sections of the journey, alongside
members and supporters of the NAACP, carrying the Torah
each step of the way to the culmination rally on September
16. For the 25-mile stretch in LaGrange, GA, I was honored
to join our leader Rabbi Joel Mosbacher, together with Rabbi
David Adelson of the East End Synagogue in New York City,
and Lisa Schoelles, Public Theology Advocate of the United
Methodist Church of New Jersey. We started getting to know
our group of participants at the gracious overnight
accommodations in the gym at LaGrange College, the oldest
private college in Georgia and an institution that, I was
shocked to learn, desegregated only in 1991.

times. When they made an illegal u-turn, the troopers went
into action.
At the end of our day’s journey, after having carried the Torah
and the American flag and walked in the high heat, we
returned back to campus on the bus feeling tired, achy, and
extremely sweaty, but definitely uplifted. I thought deeply
during the long drive back home about what I learned from
this experience.
Speaking with African-American marchers and volunteers, I
learned that they understand and appreciate the significance
of the Torah. As Christians, they study the five books of
Moses as we do. They also understand that our Torah teaches
us as Jews to be kind, tolerant, unified, and to honor and
respect human life and human decency, which is why we are
walking together. A conversation after the walk between an
NAACP officer and myself was interesting. This gentleman
thanked me for traveling to walk with them. They always
know they can count on the Reform Jewish community to
stand up for civil rights. He said, “With the thousands of
Christian churches throughout the Bible Belt, you would
think we would get thousands of walkers along the route.
After five thousand phone calls to churches, we got mostly no
call backs and very little representation. There were some bigtime Baptists that are going to show up for a photo op or to
shake a hand or two, but not to walk with us. We even called
Orthodox and Conservative Jewish organizations who had
supported us in the past, and we couldn’t even get calls back
from them.”

Kicking off at 5:30 am, our contingent was led by an Armed
Forces veteran named Middle Passage (yes, that’s his name!),
a man of a particular age that I cannot ascertain, considering
how great shape he’s in, and who proudly wore our country’s
uniform and walked the majority of the way carrying the Stars
and Stripes. Guarded by the Georgia State Police, we walked
through residential and local streets to keep us off the
highways, and also visible to the locals. During four miles
through a small town called Hogansville, we were joined by
the town’s mayor and councilman. The mayor runs a
nonpartisan government, reminding his constituency that
party politics have no place in local government and showing
that people of differing beliefs can work together. He stated
that this is highly progressive and unusual for the Deep South
-- just a few miles from the Alabama border.

Now, don’t misunderstand this. There is a huge outpouring
of support from churches and synagogues alike, and from all
over the country. The rally in DC [on Sept. 16] expects to be
very well represented. What struck me is the parallel here that
goes beyond this civil rights demonstration. It describes a
universal issue within our communities of faith. The need for
greater engagement from more of us, in whatever ways we can
dedicate and then rededicate ourselves. Sometimes it’s
speaking out for a cause we’re passionate about. And
sometimes it’s just calling a temple friend because you haven’t
seen them in a while.

Most people in the neighborhoods and in passing cars greeted
us with encouraging horns, waves, photo ops, questions
(“Hey, what are you guys doing?”), and cheers (“Great job!”).
We also passed several homes displaying the Confederate flag
-- one pickup truck waving it buzzed very close to us several

Brothers in the ‘hood, I am reaching out to you. Bring a
friend, come to a meeting – whether it be a social gathering,
a fundraiser, worship, or a social action event. Help us to help
you, to show our fellow congregants and the children of our
community how important it is to be involved in our
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Sisterhood News
Hello! The back-to-school commercials are filling the
airwaves (at least, for those of us who pay attention to
commercials anymore), and we're already thinking about fall.
Our "old" year closed and "new" one began with our
wonderful Installation Dinner at Marcello's. Everyone
present had the chance to thank our outgoing officers and
Board members, and to welcome the new Board.
Like everyone else, Sisterhood has had a busy summer,
enjoying all of the dinners and pool parties that were
purchased from last December's Goods and Services Auction.
Everyone had great fun, and we want to once again thank
ALL the hosts and hostesses who participated and opened
their homes to our members.
We're once again looking forward to a new year with
promises of collaboration and events for not only Sisterhood
members to enjoy but also the temple at large. We are
following our blueprint of last year, working with

Brotherhood 2.0
synagogue, and with the Jewish people. The worst case
scenario, you may make a friend. The best case scenario? You
may make a difference. L’shanah tovah tikateivu. May you be
inscribed for a good year.

Some upcoming events:
Thursday, September 17 – 7 pm:
Kickoff dinner at Overseas restaurant in Suffern
Sunday, September 20 – 9 am:
Help build the Sukkah (coffee provided!)
Sunday, September 27 – 6 pm:
Pizza in the Hut
Sunday, October 11 – 9 am:
Sukkah take-down followed by coffee after Family School
Thursday, October 15 – 7 pm:
Dinner at Allendale Bar and Grill
Sunday, October 25 – 9 am:
Brotherhood Raps, location TBD.
Yes, guys! Raps is back, and better than ever!

Brotherhood, Lifelong Learning, Michelle Mitzvah, our
Youth Groups and other committees that do such valuable
work for the betterment of our BHHS. Be on the lookout for
announcements of exciting events and programs.
Sisterhood looks forward to welcoming our congregants to
services each Friday night in September, as we provide the
valuable mitzvah of being the Temple Greeters. Please ask any
of us about Sisterhood and let us convince you to join, if you
haven’t already.
While there's a year of events to come, for now, be sure to
save the following dates:
Our kick-off event for 2015-2016 will be held on Tuesday,
October 6, 2015 from 7-9 pm in the social hall: Meditation,
Music and Yoga with a Jewish Twist. Intrigued? We hope
so! The “class” part of this program will begin at 7:30, leaving
us "schmooze time" beforehand. More information will
follow, but please plan on joining us.
On Sunday, November 15, we will be hosting a painting
party for all to enjoy! Some members have participated in
these events, and we can’t wait to see the masterpieces that
our members create. Who knows? You might even acquire a
member-created treasure at our next Goods and Services
Auction!
Sheryl Thailer will once again host our Chanukah Cocktail
Party with Brotherhood in her beautiful home. (Many
members wanted to make this a sleepover as Sheryl is such a
great hostess, but for now it will remain a cocktail party for all
to enjoy.) Don't miss this great event on Saturday night,
December 5.
We hope we have sparked your excitement to join Sisterhood.
Once again this year we are offering a special dues rate of
$18.00 for first-time members. Remember that Sisterhood is
there not only as a social group, but as a support to all that
BHSS strives for and does. We promise your dues will be
money well spent.
Our new board wishes everyone a sweet and healthy new year
and we hope to Meet and Greet you during September and
the High Holidays.
L'Shanah Tovah,
Lisa Lamster and Gail Spencer
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Youth Programming
I’m Liza Fishman, and I’m so excited to announce that I am
your new Director of Informal Youth Programming. I can’t
wait to get to know all of you, but first I’ll tell you a little bit
about me.
I grew up in Upper Saddle River, New Jersey, so I had the
privilege of being a member here at Beth Haverim Shir
Shalom from a young age. I started Hebrew school in third
grade, and basically never left. After my bat mitzvah, I
couldn’t sign up for Kadimah fast enough. I was then
confirmed, joined NFTY, sang in the adult choir, and was an
active member in the temple youth group throughout the rest
of my high school years, serving on the board as vice president
in 2008, and president in 2009.
Once my time as youth group president ended, I attended
University of Delaware. At UD, I joined and became
president of the Student Council for Children with Special
Needs, I worked at our on-campus school helping to run an
after-school program for the kindergarten students, and
graduated in 2013 with a degree in elementary education with
concentrations in special education and middle school math.
Since graduation, I returned to BHSS to help out with family
school, went to work as a youth activities counselor for
Disney Cruise Line, came back to life on land to work as a
nanny, headed to Kent, Connecticut as part of the head staff
at KenMont and KenWood Camps, and finally, returned to
BHSS once again as the Director of Informal Youth
Programming. I am so happy to be back and to have this
opportunity to engage the youth of this amazing congregation
that has always felt like home to me.
If you would like to be in touch with me, you can reach me
at lfishmanbhss@gmail.com. I look forward to getting to
know all of you!
Liza Fishman
Director of Informal Youth Programming
And introducing your 5776 BHSSTY Board…
My name is Jamie Ratowsky, and I am honored to be serving
as BHSSTY’s president this year! I am so excited to see what
this year brings by introducing new, fun events, and
expanding our youth group membership. When I am not
working on BHSSTY matters, one can find me trying new
things, volunteering, or just hanging out with my friends!
Can’t wait to have an amazing year and see the great things
BHSSTY can do!
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My name is Ari Mosbacher, and
it’s my utmost pleasure to be
serving on the board of BHSSTY as
your Social Action Vice President!
I’m so, so excited to be working
with many groups in the temple (including Michelle Mitzvah,
Sisterhood, and Brotherhood) to make our communities
better, more righteous places. Here’s to an amazing year!
My name is Kara Checke and I have extreme gratitude to be
one of your Membership and Communications Vice
Presidents for this upcoming year. I am overcome with
anticipation for this new and fulfilling year. In my time away
from BHSSTY, I enjoy partaking in high school softball,
community service, and spending time with the people I truly
care about. I love this community and I’m excited to oversee
the great things that we can do in BHSSTY!
My name is Sammi Lamster and I am one of two
Membership Vice Presidents. I am in 11th grade. My interests
include marching band, art, and music. I am excited to be on
board this year.
My name is Sarah Miller and I am the new Religious and
Cultural VP! This year I will be a junior at Indian Hills High
School. I play the flute in marching band and I am a dancer.
I am so excited to be a part of the youth group board, and I
can’t wait to teach and learn about Judaism with new and old
youth group members.

Religious School Drop Off
Change - PLEASE READ
Due to the ongoing construction of our new community
building, the section of our parking lot that parents use to
turn around after dropping off students is temporarily not
available. Therefore, until further notice, please drop off
students in the area of the handicapped parking spaces
next to the school doors (they will have cones in them to
keep them empty for drop-off times) and turn LEFT
directly into the second parking lot, where there is plenty
of room for you to turn around. As always, you are
welcome to park and come in with your child(ren) (or
carpool) and as always, for everyone's safety, you are
REQUIRED to park at dismissal and come into the building
to pick up your child(ren) (or carpool.)
Thank you!
Lauren Einhorn, Chair, Education Committee
Beth Haverim Shir Shalom Temple Topics

Youth Programming
Let me introduce myself. I am
Brittany Silverman, your new
youth advisor for the third, fourth,
and fifth grade at Beth Haverim
Shir Shalom. I am not new to this
temple, as my family has been members for over 20 years. I
have personally been involved in the Hebrew school from
third grade until I graduated high school, worked in the
temple in the education office, and was the president of our
Youth Group board for many years.
I received my undergraduate degree at Binghamton
University with my BA in English and a minor in Judaic
Studies. I then attended Montclair State University in 2011
to receive my masters degree in Clinical Psychology with a
concentration in Child/Adolescent along with a School
Psychology certification. Currently, I am working as a school
psychologist in a local high school, and I have pursued a
career in which the most rewarding aspect of my job is being
able to work with children.

Since 2013, it has been an honor to be a third and fourth
grade teacher and help out on Monday nights with Kadimah.
I am looking forward to meeting with your children and
having them discover the ways they can have fun and also
make a difference while getting involved in Jewish living
every day. If you would like to be in touch with me, I can be
reached by email at bsilvermanbhss@gmail.com. I look
forward to seeing you at upcoming events this year!
L’Shalom,
Brittany Silverman

YOUTH ACTIVITIES MEMBERSHIP
Is your child in 3d through 12th grade? Interested in
some fun programming? Youth group registration
forms will be available in the coming days. Look for
announcements in the weekly e-bulletin, on our website
and on Facebook!

Michelle Mitzvah Group
Michelle Mitzvah has some great volunteer opportunities
with which to get involved and give back to the community:
Center for Food Action
There will be a CFA truck at the temple for the High
Holidays. Please bring a bag of non-perishable food to donate.
It's a great way to begin the new year with a mitzvah!

Oasis
-- SAVE THE DATE for the Saturday, October 10 Grape
Gallop in Milford, NJ. Walk or run through Alba Vineyard
and then enjoy a wine tasting. Several of us participated this
past May and it was a great day! Proceeds benefit various
programs for Oasis. The cost is $50 if you're going to do the
wine tasting and $35 if you are planning to be a Designated
Driver. It would be great to get a MMG "team" together.
Please visit the Grape Gallop web site for information:
http://grapegallopnj.com/
-- Math and reading tutoring sessions for elementary school
age children. Oasis is looking to have approximately three
volunteers to work with students on Saturdays, although you
do not need to commit to every Saturday. They are in the
process of putting together a schedule. Stay tuned, but let us
know in the meantime if you have an interest.

-- Other programs, including youth photography, arts,
science, and dance. In addition, Oasis recently received a
grant from City Green for the Oasis Edible Garden and all is
“a go.” They're just waiting to find out their dig out day
during August and will be planting and beautifying “Edible
Oasis” for a fall crop!
-- Saturday morning programs run from 10-11:30 am
beginning September 26 – December 5 (and then again for
another 10 weeks after the holidays)

Children’s Aid and Family Services (CAFS)
-- The Baby Basics Program is in need of volunteers! They
are also in need of volunteers at their headquarters to help
with administrative work, part time 1-2 days a week, from 8
am – 2 pm.
-- The 2015 Back to School Drive has kicked off! Please
donate what you can to help the children in the various
programs go back to school well prepared! Anything is
appreciated: backpacks, basic school supplies, etc.
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Contributions
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
thank you for being such a good companion on the Eastern
Europe trip
- Carole Goodman
with thanks and in honor of Rebecca's Bat Mitzvah
- the Blankman family
to Rabbi Daniel Kirzane, with thanks for running the BHSS
Passover Seder
- Ethel Rosen & Stuart Kirshner
to Barbara and Phil Moss, in honor of your
50th wedding anniversary
- Nancy & Danny Kahn
with thanks and in honor of Alyssa's Bat Mitzvah
- the Kovar family
with sincere apprecation

- the Shirvan family

with thanks for making Confirmation services
so beautiful and in honor of Madisen!
- the Siegel family
in honor of Tyler's Bar Mitzvah

- the Ehrman family

with thanks and in honor of Sammi's Confirmation
- Lisa Lamster
with thanks for your support during Gloria Goldberg's
recuperation
- Beatrice Farber
to Nancy Levene, in memory of Richard Boyle
- the Sisterhood of BHSS
with thanks for your support and kindness
- Jay Levy & family
with thanks for the beautiful and sensitive service you led for
our friend Jerry Sondack
- Bonnie & Rich Berens

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund

with thanks and in honor of Rebecca's Bat Mitzvah
- the Blankman family
with thanks and appreciation
- Jackie & Ben Lowenfels & Shannon
with thanks for running a great BHSS Passover Seder!
- Ethel Rosen & Stuart Kirshner
in honor of Alyssa's Bat Mitzvah and with thanks!
- the Kovar family
with thanks for making Confirmation services so beautiful
and in honor of Madisen!
- the Siegel family
thank you for organizing the talent show and
everything you do for us!
- Lisa Lamster & family
with thanks for your support and kindness
- Jay Levy & family
thank you for all your loving care you gave to the Yom
HaShoah program
- Sheila & Larry Groskin
to Nancy Levene, in memory of Richard Boyle
- Sheila & Larry Groskin
- Irma & Joel Becker
with thanks for all the get well wishes!
- Sandy & Newt Parks

Educator’s Discretionary Fund
to honor Rod McVeigh for his kindness and unending
helpfulness - he is a true mensch!
- Carole Goodman
with thanks and in honor of Rebecca's Bat Mitzvah
- the Blankman family
with thanks for making the Confirmation services so
beautiful and in honor of Madisen!
- the Siegel family

to Bonnie Berens, in memory of her beloved mother,
Natalie Jaffe
- Lynn & Michael Zall
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Contributions

to Jeffrey Meshberg and family, in memory of Leonard
Mansdorf
- Lisa Lamster & family

Life Fund
in memory of beloved father Frederick Flisser
- Robin Ackerman
to Paul Radisher, in memory of his sister, Carol Radisher
- Nita & Eddie Klaskow
in memory of grandfather Otto Tuteur
- Sheri & Allan Schott
to Bonnie Berens and family, in memory of
your mother, Natalie Jaffe
- Lisa & Kenny Glick
- Judy & Joel Dorfman
- Sheryl & Joel Ives
- Jane & Jan Simon
in memory of Ethel Pesin

- Barbara & Phil Moss

to Joan Kessel, in memory of your husband George Kessel
- Pearl & Bob Meyers
- Marci & Harvey Weinberg
in memory of Harry Meyers

- Pearl & Bob Meyers

to Barbara Lacher, in memory of Philip Lacher
- Sheryl Thailer
in memory of Lee Johnson

- Sue-Ellen & Ron Johnson

to the Seif family, in memory of Frayda Seif
- Jill & Lewis Gold & family
to Barbara and Phil Moss, in honor of their 50th
wedding anniversary
- Riva Chase & Harris Riesbaum
- Judy & Joel Dorfman
- Elli & Miki Koku
- Sandra & Harold Goldfarb
- Rosalie & Larry Berman
- Lyn & Roger Dubroff
to Marlene Fiener and family, in memory of William Feiner,
husband, father, grandfather
- Lisa Lamster & family
- Beryl & Mel Lamster

to Nancy Levene, in memory of her father, Richard Boyle
- Lisa & Kenny Glick
- Sheryl & Joel Ives
- Jane & Jan Simon
- Dede & Rick Levene
- Lisa Lamster
- Barbara & Charles Burghardt
- Marci & Harvey Weinberg
- Sheri & Allan Schott
- Sheryl Thailer
to Sheryl Thailer, in memory of her mother, Barbara Thailer
- Lisa & Kenny Glick
- Susan & Dennis Gralla
- Shulamith & Martin Hirsch, Marilyn Shimon
- Gail & Ranan Wichler
- Lisa Lamster & family
- the Sisterhood of BHSS
- Kathy & Peter Liebmann
- Sheila Hirsch
- Candy & Mike Kassover
to Beth Wiesner, in memory of her husband,
Michael Wiesner
- Lisa & Kenny Glick
- Laurie & Marc Daniel
- Arlene & Rich Mandel
- Barbara & Charles Burghardt
- Sheryl & Joel Ives
- Dede & Rick Levine
- Sheryl Thailer
- Jane & Jan Simon
- Lisa Lamster
- Marci & Harvey Weinberg
in memory of Charles Sankel
in memory of Max Miller

- Sheryl Ives
- Carole Goodman

to Dr. Harry Wagenberg, in memory of Sylvia Wagenberg
- Nora & Harold Berger
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Contributions
Life Fund
to Matt Cole and family, in memory of Alice Cole
- Gail & Ranan Wichler
- Sandy & Jerry Wernovsky, Diana & Harris Wernovsky
- Aunt Bea Farber and Renee & Brian Eugendorf

in memory of our dear grandfathers, Samuel Rubin and
Irving Dorfman
- Judy & Joel Dorfman
to Stacy Paton, in memory of Jack Baskin - Jen & Matt Kraft
in memory of Simon Seidner

in memory of Helen Weinberg

- Ann & Barry Seidner

- Joyce & Stephen Weinberg

to BHSS, in appreciation of the hospitality extended
to the Main Street Singers
- Lynn Zall

to Iris Greenberg and Lisa Barrack, with thanks!
- Julie & Judy Shmaruk
in memory of Gregory DuCharme

- Suzanne DuCharme

in memory of Morris Roth and Edith Roth - Sandi Jeanette
- Sherry Levitt

to the Youth Group of BHSS, in honor of a terrific creative
service!
- Lisa Lamster

to Gail and Al Schlosser, in honor of their 50th wedding
anniversary
- Linda Partkoff & John Holland

to Barbara and Jay Starr, in memory of Esther Starr
- Laurie & Marc Daniel

to Linda Vogel, in memory of your dear father,
Solomon Wexler
- the Sisterhood of BHSS
- Lisa Lamster
- Laurie & Marc Daniel

in memory of Mollie Blackman

in memory of Eva and Saul Stedman

to Sammi Lamster and Madisen Siegel, with thanks for
leading services so beautifully!
- Lisa Lamster

- Judith & Michael Blackman
to the family of Bessie Mauskopf, Sheila Marks, and family,
in memory of Bessie Mauskopf
- Barbara & Charles Burghardt
in memory of Richard Weinberg - Joyce & Stephen Weinberg

to Sharon Marech, in memory of Mel Marech
- Nita & Ed Klaskow

in memory of Jamie Faye Schwartz

in memory of Benjamin Kassover

in memory of Harriet Gordon

- Candy & Mike Kassover

- David Schwartz
- Sheri & Allan Schott

to Nancy Levene, Mazal Tov on becoming temple president!
- Candy & Mike Kassover

in memory of Jacob, Ziporah, and Yona Holtzman
- Abe Holtzman

to Sammi Lamster in honor of your Confirmation
- Candy & Mike Kassover

in memory of Leza Pincus

- Sandy & Newt Parks

in memory of Lucille Pall

- Ellen & Brian Pall

to Stacy Paton and family

- Marci & Harvey Weinberg

to Samantha Spencer, congratulations on graduating high
school and entering the University of Vermont
- Candy & Mike Kassover
to Rabbi Mosbacher, Cantor Perper, and Iris Greenberg thank you for your gracious cordiality extended to the Main
Street Singers!
- Sue-Ellen Johnson
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to Mr. and Mrs. Warren Port, in memory of Lawrence
Edelman
- Sheryl Thailer

Contributions
to Gail and Ranan Wichler, in their honor
- Marilyn Gross & Kim Hausner

Brick Fund
to Mr. and Mrs. Jose Hernandez, in memory of Cynthia
Kurens
- Sheryl Thailer
to Bonnie Berens, in memory of her mother Natalie Jaffe
- Sheryl Thailer
- Barbara & Charles Burghardt

in gratitude

- Floyd & Ilyse Smith

Tree of Life
in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Tyler Ehrman

in honor of Sydney and Dylan Levitt

- Sherry Levitt

in honor of the Confirmation of Madisen Summer Siegel

in memory of Paul Levitt

- Sherry Levitt

Mazal tov to Barbara and Phil Moss on their
50th wedding anniversary

Michelle Mitzvah Group
to Barbara and Phil Moss, in honor of their
50th wedding anniversary

- Richard Pesin

congratulation Michael Lipson on achieving
the rank of Eagle Scout
in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of Jordan Polansky

From the Sifriyah
At the Sifriyah, the Library Ladies vigorously scratch our
heads, wondering where the summer months have flown.
However, in between travels to Hawaii, visits to the beach, to
Disney, and other points north, south, east and west, we have
always carried a book with us. Many of us read Bury the Hot
by Deb Levy. The author's first work is wonderful, reminding
us that every Holocaust survivor has a story to tell. Sal
Wainberg carries no number on his arm but delivers a
narrative of incredible strength and remarkable detailing. At
the age of 5, he remembers German planes overhead, marking
the German invasion of his hometown, Zelechow, in Poland.
To survive, the family went into hiding, to the home of a
farmer who hid the family. Sal grew up quickly, too quickly.
The family did not give up, and “pushed forward because they
had to, because human beings are wired for survival.”

In addition to our Book and a Bagel chats, the library will
again participate in “One Book One Community.” We will
join other synagogues in Bergen County who will be reading
A Backpack, a Bear, and Eight Crates of Vodka: A Memoir,
an engrossing title if there ever was one. Lev Golinkin flees
the Ukraine for Lafayette, Indiana, and describes his
“hilarious and heartbreaking story of a Jewish family’s escape
from oppression.” We will soon have a copy of this memoir
in our library, and of course, copies are available in your
public libraries.

So impressed were the library ladies that they immediately
chose Bury the Hot as the first selection for the fall A Book
and a Bagel, on Sunday, October 18 at 1 pm. As always, our
Book and a Bagel chats are worthwhile and popular. Plan to
attend; mark your calendar. Remember, Sal Wainberg gave
an account of his struggles and his survival. He provides
testimony to history. This is an important piece of literature.

Lastly, if you have an overdue library book at home, please
return it. Remember other folks might like to sample that
book.

Beginning in September, watch for a library lady to
recommend her favorite and recently read book. This short
blurb will appear for the entire month of September in our
weekly announcements.

From all of us at the Sifriyah, best wishes for a happy, healthy
New Year.
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Ritual Committee
I am back and I hope all of you are too. I am looking forward
to beginning a New Year together. After a long hiatus from
synagogue leadership, I am back. It’s all or nothing for me. I
couldn’t just join a committee -- I had to jump back in with
both feet. So here I am as Ritual Co-Chair with Stacey Coyne,
my long-time temple buddy. I am so grateful to be working
with Stacey and with Rabbi Mosbacher, Cantor Perper, Iris
and Lisa and the absolutely wonderful Ritual committee who
(I hope) will gently guide me through the rhythm of the
Jewish year.
I guess I had to refresh and renew. After many years as a board
member at Reform Temple of Suffern and then at Beth
Haverim Shir Shalom, it was time to take a back seat and just
be. Then I received an email from Lisa: “Rabbi Mosbacher
would like to set up a conference call.” That’s when I started
making up stuff in my head. What does the rabbi want? What
did I do or not do? We spoke, got through the niceties and
then the question: “How about co-chair of the Ritual
Committee?” What? Really? Me? Was I ready for this
commitment? I have to be honest, I was on the fence, and I
did take a month or so to make a decision. Ritual Co-Chair
is an important position and requires a significant time
commitment; thank you Stacey and past Ritual chairs. This
was not a decision I could have made on my own without the
support of my partner, Lois. We discussed; I pondered.
Ultimately, I knew in my heart that it was time to give back
to the community that I love and get back into the game. I
am refreshed. I am renewed. I am ready.
And just to give you a taste of what the Ritual Committee
has been working on all summer, here is a list:
-- formulating the ushering schedule (give a thank you to
our ushers)
-- polishing the silver that adorns our Torahs
-- scheduling High Holiday honors
-- organizing the shofar blowers
and so much more...
I am refreshed and renewed and looking forward to working
in collaboration with Stacey and the Ritual Committee.
Please let us know what’s working and not working. We
would love to hear from you.
L’shanah tovah from my family to yours,
Judy Teich
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RETREAT!
Now is the time -- register for the Fourth Annual
Beth Haverim Shir Shalom Congregational
Retreat! Plan now to spend the weekend of
February 5 - 7, 2016, at Camp Harlam in
Kunkletown, PA (less than 90 minutes from
Mahwah), where you can share a wonderful time
with other congregants of all ages and experience
prayer, song and fellowship in the beautiful Pocono
mountains. We have a full range of activities
planned including crafts, yoga, the Israeli game
known as gaga and social time where
everyone will have the opportunity to make new
friends, experience the tranquility of the mountains
around us and enjoy a weekend free of cooking
(unless of course you sign up for Rabbi's baking
class!).
The retreat will begin early Friday evening with your
arrival at Camp Harlam, and it ends on Sunday
morning around 11 am. In between, we'll have
delicious meals, song sessions, services and fun! The
accommodations are simple but clean, and each
room has a private bath. We anticipate the event
will sell out, thanks to the generous support of the
Endowment Fund. Don't miss this wonderful
opportunity to share this weekend with others. If
you have any questions, please email them to:
lstheodore@optonline.net. Looking forward to
seeing you there!

Lifelong Learning
Reflect, Renew, Repair
Announcing the BHSS 5776 study theme: Reflect, Renew,
Repair! Join the Lifelong Learning committee and our new
co-chair, Beth Dubiel, as we take some time out of our busy
lives to pause for a few moments and reflect on what is
important to us, what is happening in the world, or what
Jewish text and learnings have to teach us. With those
reflections is mind, let’s identify what actions we can take to
renew and repair ourselves and the world around us.
You can always checkout the Lifelong Learning page for more
details, but “save the date” during the fall for some of our
upcoming exciting events:

Lifelong Learning Calendar
• S’lichot High Holiday Program: Join us to learn about
the brand new High Holiday machzor (prayer book) on
Saturday, September 5, beginning at 8:30 pm followed by
services at 10 pm.
• High Holiday Spiritual Walk: Join Rabbi Mosbacher
and center yourself during the High Holy Day period with a
Spiritual walk on Sunday, September 20 at 7:30 am at
Ramapo Reservation.

• BHSS Reflections Project: As you prepare for this year’s
High Holiday period, privately answer 10 questions and
we’ll lock away your answers until Shabbat, January 15,
2016, when we’ll return them to you for contemplation and
consideration. All answers are confidential and for your eyes
only! Complete the form included in Temple Topics, tear it
out and return in a sealed envelope by October 5. Write
your name and email address on the envelope and return to
BHSS.
• Intro to Judaism: Rabbi Mosbacher and Rabbi Frishman
of Barnert Temple will be team-teaching an Introduction to
Judaism class under the auspices of the Reform movement.
This class is appropriate for anyone who want to brush up
on their basic knowledge or for those who are considering
conversion. Classes will be held on Wednesday evenings
beginning in the middle of October for 16 weeks. Please
contact the synagogue office for more information.
• Mah jongg Mania: The mania continues to grow with a
group meeting monthly on Sunday and Tuesday. Beginners
are welcome! See Lifelong Learning page on the BHSS
website for dates & details.

Join us as we welcome

Julie Baretz
(BHSS’ favorite Israel tour guide!)
Monday, November 23
7:30-8:30 pm
talking about her new book
The Bible On Location: Off the Beaten Path in Ancient and Modern Israel
In this innovative guidebook Julie Baretz takes readers to twenty-one off-the-beaten-path locations in
Israel where Bible stories are said to have happened. At each site she sets the scene by relating the
historical context of the event, then follows with the biblical text itself and her own lively commentary.
Captivating and complex Bible characters bring the locations to life as they face social, ethical, and
spiritual dilemmas not unlike our own today. Baretz’s narratives draw on history, archaeology,
academic scholarship, and rabbinic literature for interpretations that enhance the meaning of the
biblical events. Each story is told in the voice of Baretz as the tour guide—knowledgeable yet informal
and friendly.
Julie Baretz was born in 1962 and grew up in Valley Cottage, New York. She was active in Young Judaea,
the Zionist youth movement, where she built a strong background in informal education through
programming and peer leadership. After receiving a BA in English Literature from Union College, in
1985 she made aliyah and settled in Jerusalem. Julie completed the Israel Ministry of Tourism Tour
Guides Training Course in 1987 and has since guided thousands of visitors of all faiths to Israel.
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September Yahrzeits
Kay Appelbaum

Bertha Israel

Harry Rosenzweig

Florence Arfin

Blossom Israel

Ruth Rosenzweig

Florence Ashkanazy

Benjamin Jacobs

Bob Rosin

Jack Berens

Frances Katz

Joseph Rossant

Selma Berman

Marilyn Kennedy

Ethel Saltzman

Phillip Blackman

Ryan Kossar

Francis Schulman

Gussie Blumenfeld

Martin Last

Esther Shiffman

Edith Blumenthal

Sadie Lazar

Harriet Shrensel

Joseph Chertoff

Donald Leopold

Julia Simon

Buddy Coleman

Joseph Letcher

Ida Singer

Aaron Harry Cramer

Goldie Levine

Ruth Slakter

Bernice Davis

Irving Libes

Jack Sprung

Frances DuCharme

Irving Lichtenfeld

Lauren Straus

Richard Wolf Duffine

Paul Mandel

Gertrude Suer

Frantisek Leopold Eisenger

Alberta Meltzer

Renee Ticknor

Eleanor Fields

Milton Miller

Jean Triebitz

Mona Finkelstein

Ceil Moser

Celia Turner

Mildred Fondiller

Esther Moss

Jack Turner

Charlotte Fredericks

Thomas Perrin

Judy Wagman

Douglas Freeman

Cynthia Peterlin

Estelle Weinberg

Otto Friedman

Sophie Peterlin

Rosa Weinberg

Mollie Garbus

Nancy Pivar

Ruth Weiskop

Harvey Gelfenbein

Mel Poretz

Flora Weissman

Ralph Gilbert

Jacob Robinovitz

Joseph Wenig

Mollie Gilston

Harry Frank Rose

Julius Wichler

Barry Greene

Herbert Rosenblatt

Anne Wilk

Abe Hymowitz

Diana Rosenthal

Daniel Zahm

Sarah Iskowitz

Jerry Zicherman

Does your family have a Bar or Bat Mitzvah coming up?
In order to be included in the appropriate issue of Temple Topics,
your child’s brief “bio” and photo are due as follows:
For a November or December date, by October 1
For a January or February date, by December 1
For a March or April date, by February 1
For a May or June date, by April 1
If you need a form, or have any questions, please call or email to the synagogue.
22

October Yahrzeits
Steven Abel

Bernice Shirley Gruber

Al Rosenblatt

Manuel Ansin

Francine Hellerman

David Rumack

Michelle Appelbaum

Sadie Hyman

Lillian Sault

Dorothy Auerbach

Norma Jaffe

Samuel Schechter

Adele Axelrod

Richard Jansen

Phil Schoenfeld

Evelyn Barron

Norman Kaplan

Sheldon Scholl

Corrine Baum

Samuel Kaplan

Jess Shirvan

Sandy Bernstein

Anna Kasper

Dorothy Sichelman

Rodess Blitstein

Seymour Kirzner

Norman Silver

Benjamin Blumenfeld

Michael Klaskow

Sylvia Silverstein

Beatrice Burghardt

Henry Kolb

Jack Spieler

Cecile Byalick

Pat Lampach

Morton Stein

Lewis Byne

Benjamin Lass

Eric Steinman

Monya Clarke

Dalia Leibowitz

Elaine Stern

Jennie Cohen

Hattie Levy

Emma Stern

Allan Eisenstein

Dina Lozinsky

Walter Titcomb

Bernice Fishkin

Dmitry Lozinsky

Edward Tocci

Bernard Frishberg

Rena Lulov

Max Vogel

Laurel Gluck

Barbara Moskowitz

Steven Wein

Helene Goldberg

Bob Nisenbaum

Charles Weiskop

Morris Goodman

Sadie Novock

Abraham Wiesner

Max Granat

Herman Orth

Helen Wisnewski

Bill Green

Herman Osherowitz

Sarah Yerushalmi

Jerome Greenbaum

Sol Pincus

Erwin Young

Alberta Greenberg

Yitzchak Rabin

Milt Zahm

Nina Greenberg

Sara Zinn

Adult Learning on
Monday Nights -

Dedicate a Mishkan HaNefesh
High Holiday Machzor!

NOT Just for
Kadimah Parents!

Dedications can be made in honor or in memory of a loved one.
Send in with a $36 donation (via check or credit card) to
Beth Haverim Shir Shalom.

Jerry Kirshman and educator Rebecca

Dedication made by:

McVeigh are organizing a series of study
sessions for adults on Monday evenings
from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. ( ending to coincide
with Kadimah dismissal.)

Watch the

weekly announcements and your inbox
for the lineup of classes, and sign up!

__________________________
Dedication to read: (Circle one) In Honor or In Memory of:
__________________________
A label will be placed in a machzor acknowledging your generous donation
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MONTHLY
TOT
SHABBAT
Join our
Congregation
at the
largest Jewish
gathering in
North America!

urj.org/biennial
#URJBiennial

The Caring Committee is continuing to do the best it can to assist
our members in times of need. We are grateful to the Brotherhood who has
teamed up with us to better serve our members. Brotherhood, under the
direction of Jonathan Theodore, has stepped up to provide rides to doctors
and various other destinations. We sincerely thank all those drivers who have
volunteered their time. Additionally, we have continued to provide meals,
shiva assistance, pastoral visits and other much needed services to members.
Rabbi Mosbacher is always there to help us by providing guidance and insight
when dealing with challenging issues. We are always available to listen and/or
visit, and everything is confidential.
To request services or to become a volunteer, please contact Candy Kassover
at candy1951@optonline.net or Laura Miller at mlctsmiller@verizon.net.
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Tot Shabbat is back,
and better than ever!
Families with children from
birth to 2nd grade
are invited to join
Miss Ilene and
Rabbi Mosbacher
for a story, singing,
a craft and a snack, from
9:30-10:15 am
on the following Shabbat
mornings:

September 19,
October 17,
November 14,
December 12,
January 9,
February 13,
March 12,
April 9,
May 14,
and June 11.
Please RSVP to the
synagogue office at
201-512-1983
if you plan to come,
so we will have
enough supplies
for everyone!

Social Action/Community Garden
BHSS’s amazing commitment to social action and social
justice continues to grow, just like our community garden. As
this gets written, we’ve donated over 200 pounds of organic
produce to the Soup Kitchen at Christ Episcopal Church in
Suffern and the Center for Food Action in Mahwah. We
hope to meet our goal of 400 pounds, all organic and all
grown with the help of volunteers from BHSS.

Holidays. We urge you to bring food, lots of food, for the
CFA. Can we grow the number of times we fill the truck? If
everyone added just $5.00 more food to his or her donation
bag, can you imagine how full the truck could be? On behalf
of those who receive the much needed aid from the Center for
Food Action, thank you for remembering your donations
throughout the High Holidays!

To facilitate our continued growth in the social action arena,
the 4th Annual Social Action Summit will be held on
Tuesday, September 29 at 7 pm. At the Summit, we ask
every committee chairperson and a social action delegate to
attend. We discuss each committee’s plans for events
throughout the year, we brainstorm on how a social action
component can be added to the activities, and how
committees can support each other’s events.

Mitzvah Day is Sunday, November 1; we along with many
other synagogues in northern New Jersey participate with the
Jewish Federation. One of the activities of Mitzvah Day is to
collect, sort and donate GENTLY used children’s clothing.
We are a collection location for the clothing and from 1 pm
– 3 pm, and we will have volunteers sorting the clothing.
Please mark your calendar to join us to sort, and if you have
clothing to donate, please do. All the clothes collected go to
the families at Oasis in Paterson, which is a wonderful
organization that Michelle Mitzvah Group of BHSS actively
supports.

As we do every year, the Center for Food Action will have
their truck out in front of the sanctuary during the High

Notes from Music
The Music Committee and the choirs would like to wish
everyone in the congregation a happy and healthy New Year!
We are hard at work on programming for the coming year.
There will be something that will appeal to everyone!
September and October will be spent on the High Holidays
– Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Sukkot, and Simchat Torah.
Look to Temple Topics and the weekly email for
announcements of events as they come up.
Our main event of the year will be Cantor’s 10th Year at
BHSS Celebration. Please mark your calendars for
Saturday, March 5, 2016. Much more news will be coming
your way!
As we start the year, please consider the opportunity for your
child joining the Junior Choir. Children must be in third
grade or older to participate. The kids have a lot of fun while
getting a great start learning for their b’nei mitzvah. Plus, they

get to share a great rapport with Cantor Perper. Lisa Lamster
is our parent contact for those interested in more
information.
Please get in touch with her at
lisalams@optonline.net.
If you enjoy singing, please consider joining our Adult Choir.
We are always welcoming new voices. It’s never too late.
Please contact Cantor Perper for more information.
Singing is not a requirement for membership in the
committee! We always are looking for new ideas. We meet
on the fourth Tuesday of the month at 7:30 pm at the
synagogue. Contact me any time at niberger@aol.com, and
let’s chat!
Musically yours,
Nora Berger
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Good &Welfare
from & for the congregation

Condolences
To Lori Mabry, on the death of her grandmother, Frieda Lieberman
To Ken Glick, on the death of his sister, Ryna Gerber
To Linda Vogel, on the death of her father, Sol Wexler
To Jamey Myers, on the death of his mother, Judy Myers
To Stephen Cohen, on the death of his brother, Ricky Cohen
To Barbara Lacher, on the death of her father, Philip Lacher
To Bonnie Berens, on the death of her mother, Natalie Jaffe
To Barbara Sternberg, on the death of her husband, Arthur Sternberg
To Joan Kessel, on the death of her husband, George Kessel
To Marc Bruckner, on the death of his mother, Fern Bruckner
To Audrey Flynn, on the death of her father, Harold Landau
To David Seif, on the death of his mother, Frayda Fay Levy Seif
To Sheryl Thailer, on the death of her mother, Barbara Thailer
To Stephen Kanter, on the death of his mother, Sandra Kanter
To Lana Hoffert, on the death of her grandfather, Herbert Weissman
To Bernice Widman Medici, on the death of her sister in law, Gitty Widman
To Rebecca Bernstein McVeigh, on the death of her aunt, Judith Bernstein Cohen
To Matthew Cole, on the death of his mother, Alice Cole

R’fuah Sh’leimah
(For a Full and Speedy Recovery)
Larry Gluck
Eddie Klaskow
Nita Klaskow
Barbara Sternberg
Marilyn Taylor

Mazal Tov
To Karen & Bruce Silverman on the birth of their grandson, Stephen Alexandros
To Myra Dulberger on the marriage of her son Jason Dulberger to Rachel Serkin
To Joan Cohen, on the birth of her granddaughter, Eliza Rose
To Marc & Laurie Daniel on the birth of their grandson, Bryce
To Liza Fishman in her new positions as BHSS Director of Informal Youth Programming and BHSS religious school teacher
To our religious school teacher, Brittany Silverman, as her role expands to include Youth Activities coordinator, grades 3-5
To Shelley & Ralph Jaffe on the birth of their grandson, Miles Emmett
To the Johnson family on Abigail becoming a Bat Mitzvah in Israel this past summer
To Beth Wiesner, on her daughter Ana’s marriage to Oliver Schwab
To Leah Rosenberg, BHSS religious school teacher, on her marriage to Avi Sanders

Welcome New Members!
We welcome our new
Rabbinic Intern Josh Fixler
and his wife, Annie.
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Katherine & Zvi Bareket, Suffern, NY
Vida Mylson & Eric Weiner and family, Upper Saddle River, NJ
Lee Wayser & Martin Gordon, Mahwah, NJ
Harriet & Harold Eckstein, Woodland Park, NJ
Sydelle & David Aarons and family, Upper Saddle River, NJ
Marlene & Steve Portnoy, Suffern NY
Karen & Steven Begleiter and family, Upper Saddle River, NJ
Barri & Adam Fruitbine and family, Woodcliff Lake, NJ

✡✡✡✡✡✡✡✡✡✡✡✡✡✡✡
New Adult Learning Opportunity!
Join us Sunday mornings from 9-10 am (beginning Sept. 20)
as we explore what it means to live Jewishly in the 21st century.
Four teachers, four subjects – sign up for as many as you like! (Some subjects will have a text that
participants will need to acquire, as noted in the descriptions below.) Please RSVP to the synagogue
office (201-512-1983) so we know you’re coming. Sessions will include coffee and bagels.

1. Can living “biblically” help us understand how to live
more Jewishly?

3. Jewish Holidays from Texts to Today: We Are What
We Celebrate

In The Year of Living Biblically, the author documents a
year of living his modernday life while still abiding by a very
literal reading of the Torah. We will read sections of his
sometimes funny, always interesting and thoughtprovoking
story, and compare them to the Torah texts and to
commentaries of our great sages.

Jewish holiday celebrations reflect our fundamental beliefs,
as well as offering opportunities for the contemporary Jew to
adopt and adapt personally meaningful rituals and practices.
This class will examine (some surprising) traditional sources
of the Jewish holidays as well as contemporary translations
of those traditions, perhaps creating some new traditions
along the way.

Teacher: Rebecca McVeigh
Dates: Sept. 20, Oct. 4, Nov. 7, Dec. 11, Jan. 10, Feb. 21,
March 21, May 25
Text: The Year of Living Biblically, by A.J. Jacobs
2. How does a modern Reform Jew make authentically
Jewish decisions?
In this unit, we will look at Reform Responsa, an at-once
ancient and modern form of Jewish legal literature that
invites us to look at biblical, Talmudic, medieval, and
modern Jewish teachings to arrive at Jewishly rooted
decisions to modern questions. Some examples of issues we'll
explore include: What does Judaism say about in vitro
fertilization? What about Jewish burials for pets? What
about organ donation and end of life issues?
Teacher: Rabbi Joel Mosbacher
Dates: Sept. 27, Oct. 25, Dec. 6, Feb. 28, March 20, April
24, May 28
Text: “Reform Responsa for the Twenty-First Century:
Sh’eilot U’Tshuvot,” Vol. 1 & 2

Teacher: Sharon Halper
Dates: Oct. 11, Nov. 15, Dec. 20, March 6, April 3, May 8
Text: A Guide to the Jewish Seasons, ed. Rabbi Peter S.
Knobel (CCAR Press)
4. My Other Rabbi Wrote the Talmud: Finding Modern
Meaning in Rabbinic Texts
In this unit we will look at some favorite rabbinic texts from
Jewish thinkers throughout the ages, from Akiva to
Maimonides to Spinoza, and ask the question "What do
these texts have to say for our lives as 21st Century
American Jews?" We will explore eccentric, surprising, and
challenging texts from across the history of Jewish thought
and listen to how they speak to us. Is there a place for
Rambam in the board room? What would my children say
to Rabbi Hillel if he sat across from them at our dinner
table?
Teacher: Rabbinic Intern Josh Fixler
Dates: Oct. 18, Nov. 22, Jan. 24, March 13, April 10,
May 15
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Contribution Opportunities at Beth Haverim Shir Shalom
Name:

Tel #:

Address:

Brick Fund (Minimum donation $ 5.00 for each) $
In honor/memory of
In honor/memory of
Life Fund (Minimum donation $18.00 for each) $
In honor/memory of
In honor/memory of
Tree of Life (Minimum donation $100.00 per leaf) $ ________
In honor of

____

Sustaining Membership (Minimum donation $250.00) .............................$
Building Fund (voluntary) ...............................................................................$
Robbie Kriser Fund ........................................................................................$
Rabbi Discretionary Fund.............................................................................$
Cantor Discretionary Fund ..........................................................................$
Educator Discretionary Fund ......................................................................$
Barbara Weiss Youth Scholarship Fund..................................................$
Michelle Mitzvah Group .................................................................................$
(for above groups)
In honor/memory of
In honor/memory of
TOTAL

.............................................................................................$ ___

Other/Special - Please contact us to discuss further opportunities
Yahrzeit Tablet ___µµ:LVK /LVW¶¶ of Furniture, Fixtures and Equipment
Payment Information:
Check No:
Credit Card Info:

Credit Card:

Visa

MasterCard

AmEx __ Discover ___

exp. date

Please send this form along with check or payment info to:
Beth Haverim Shir Shalom -- 280 Ramapo Valley Road · Mahwah, NJ 07430

Looking to
take the next
step in your
Jewish journey?

Introduction
to Judaism
Part of an interfaith relationship and want
to learn more?
Born Jewish, but it’s been a while?
Interested in conversion to Judaism?
Then you’re invited to Introduction to Judaism
A 16 week course on the basics of Judaism
Beginning Wednesday, October 14, 2015, 7:30–9:30 pm
Class will rotate between two congregations:
Beth Haverim Shir Shalom, Mahwah, NJ
Barnert Temple, Franklin Lakes, NJ
To learn more or to register contact
Caitlin Bromberg at cbromberg@urj.org

reformjudaism.org/intronj

Beth Haverim Shir Shalom now has SCRIP!
Convenient gift cards - and you help BHSS!
Great for all kinds of gifts, including B’nai Mitzvahs, birthdays, teachers’ thank you gifts, holidays,
and your personal shopping. Participating retailers include all shown here - plus more!
There are over 350 retailers participating in this program. There are no activation fees when you
purchase these cards. Beth Haverim Shir Shalom receives a percentage each time a card is purchased.
So why pay extra fees at the store when you can just order your gift cards from your synagogue?
Please contact Lisa Lamster at 201-760-1935 or lisalams@optonline.net.
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CHIROPRACTIC
DR. MARC DANIEL • DR. JOSH DANIEL
65 N. Franklin Turnpike
Ramsey, NJ 07446
Office: (201) 934-1166
Fax: (201) 934-8170

LAW OFFICE OF JEFFREY S. LIPKIN
Ɣ General

Litigation
Ɣ Insurance Claims
Disputes
Ɣ Partnership Disputes
Ɣ Employment Disputes
Ɣ Contract Drafting and Disputes
Ɣ Landlord-Tenant Disputes
Ɣ Commercial Litigation/Collection
Ɣ Real Estate Disputes
Ɣ Bad Neighbor Disputes
Ɣ Municipal Court
Ɣ Personal Injury
Ɣ Medical Malpractice
Ɣ Products Liability
Ɣ 20 years of “big firm” experience at affordable rates
Ɣ Business

1000 C Lake St., Ramsey, NJ Ɣ (201) 962-3876
www.jefflipkinlaw.com

Contact Iris
in the office to
advertise your
business in
Temple Topics.

LANDIS

“When People Prefer the Finest”

Painting

Angie’s List Super Service Award winner
6 years in a row!




Owner supervision on site everyday and available via cell phone 7 days a week
Work uninterrupted until job is completed (we do not pull off your job to start another and then return)
2 year warranty on labor and materials  No subcontractors  Daily clean up procedure

Let Landis Painting show you their commitment to top quality work, customer service
and professionalism

Call for your free estimate

201-337-5559

Visit us on the web at www.Landis-Painting.com

BETH HAVERIM SHIR SHALOM
280 RAMAPO VALLEY ROAD
MAHWAH, NJ 07430
Rabbi Joel Mosbacher
Cantor David Perper
Rebecca McVeigh, Educator
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Sessions of School:
Sundays, September 20 & 27, October 4, 11, 18, & 25
Mondays, September 21, October 19 & 26
Tuesday, September 29, October 6, 13, 20, & 27

Office Closings
Monday, September 7
Monday, September 28
Monday, October 5

To do in September and October:
Play Mah Jongg! at BHSS on Tuesday, September 1 and Monday, October 12 from 7 to 9 PM and
on Sunday, September 20 and Sunday, October 25 from 1 to 3 PM

?

Enjoy dinner with your friends at 7 PM on Friday, September 4 and Friday, October 2 (by RSVP); services begin at 6 PM
Torah Study - Saturdays beginning at 8:15 AM - September 5, 12, 19, and 26, October 3, 10, 17, 24 and 31
Bring your tots to Tot Shabbat at 9:30 AM on Saturday, September 19 and Saturday, October 17
Appreciate nature on the spiritual walk - Sunday, September 20 beginning at 7:30 AM
Enjoy Brotherhood's “Pizza in the Hut” - Sunday, September 27 beginning at 6 PM
Celebrate Simchat Torah and our new school students for Consecration - Sunday, October 4 beginning at 7 PM
Share “A Book and a Bagel” with the Library Ladies on Sunday, October 18 beginning at 12:30 PM

