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Friday, November 6  
6:00 PM Shabbat Evening Service
7:00 PM Congregational Dinner following services by RSVP
Oneg Shabbat Hosts: the Frisch family

Saturday, November 7 
10:00 AM Bat Mitzvah of Reese Frisch

Monday, November 9
7:00 PM Kristallnacht Observance

Friday, November 13
7:30 PM PJ Shabbat Family Service - wear your PJs!
Birthdays in November will be celebrated. BHSSTY
Spaghetti Dinner before services at 6 p.m.
Milk & Cookie Oneg to follow services.
Preview the Book Fair after services!
Oneg Shabbat Hosts: the Fishman family

Saturday, November 14
9:30 AM Tot Shabbat
10:00 AM B'nai Mitzvah of Jake and Kassidy Fishman

Friday, November 20
7:30 PM Shabbat Evening Service
Oneg Shabbat Hosts: the Leipzig and Pittman families

Saturday, November 21
10:00 AM  
B’not Mitzvah of Parker Leipzig and Amanda Pittman

Friday, November 27
7:30 PM  Shabbat Evening Service
Oneg Shabbat Hosts: the Cole and Meehan families

Saturday, November 28
10:00 AM 
B’nai Mitzvah of Brady Cole and Matthew Meehan

Friday, December 4
6:00 PM Family Service
Birthdays in December will be celebrated.
Oneg Shabbat Hosts: the Bibi family
7:00 PM Congregational Dinner following services by RSVP

Saturday, December 5
10:00 AM Bat Mitzvah of Rebecca Bibi

Friday, December 11
7:30 PM Shabbat Chanukah - Bring Your Menorahs!
Oneg Shabbat Hosts: the Lipkin family

Saturday, December 12
9:30 AM Tot Shabbat
10:00 AM Bat Mitzvah of Arielle Lipkin

Friday, December 18
7:30 PM Shabbat Evening Service

Saturday, December 19
10:00 AM Shabbat Morning Service

Friday, December 25
7:30 PM Shabbat Evening Service

November only Family Service 
is on the 2nd Friday of the month - 

November 13 at 7:30 p.m.
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i have two birthdays! And both are
celebrated in a big way. 

My secular birthday is New Year’s Eve. The whole world
celebrates with parties, champagne and confetti. There’s even
a traditional song that is sung at the stroke of midnight.

AULD LANG SYNE
Should old acquaintance be forgot, 
and never brought to mind?
Should old acquaintance be forgot, 
and old lang syne?

CHORUS:
For auld lang syne, my dear, 
for auld lang syne, 
we'll take a cup of kindness yet, 
for auld lang syne.

it recently occurred to me that Jewish New Year’s eve, or Erev
Rosh Hashanah, can be my other birthday. There are
commons elements to both New Year’s eves: People around
the world celebrate, there are traditional foods to mark a sweet
year or a good year, rituals and customs, and there are even
songs for both. Noise makers and shofars are sounded to mark
the occasion.

Shanah Tovah, Shanah Tovah

A good year, a year of peace, may gladness reign and joy
increase…

New Year’s is a time to reflect on the past – Auld Lang Syne,
for the sake of old times --and to look ahead and plan for the
year ahead -- Shanah Tovah, a good year.

This year Lifelong Learning theme embraces this concept
with Reflect, Renew, Repair.  The first program begins with a
Reflections Project. we were asked to answer 10 questions
that help us think about the year just ending and what we
hope for the new year. The exercise combines the Jewish and
secular new years. The Reflections sheet was completed at the
end of the Jewish holidays and will be sealed away (for your
eyes only) and reviewed at a Shabbat service in January 2016.
if this opportunity slipped by you, i would encourage you to
do it now. 

Every day we have the opportunity to renew, reflect and
repair. As a community we have many chances to do this. 

Reflect -- Take time to be aware of the world around you. Try
to step back from your everyday tasks to find the spiritual in
your day. Give yourself the gift of Shabbat. Find a way to
observe Shabbat that is your own.

Renew -- Take time out to study. Torah study is held every
Saturday morning before Shabbat services, or attend one of
the adult classes being offered on Sunday mornings from 9-10
am. You have an hour -- put it to good use.

Repair the world -- There are hungry families in our
communities. Donate food to the Center for Food Action,
volunteer time at their offices sorting food. Find a couple of
fellow congregants and prepare a meal for the Suffern soup
kitchen -- they serve meals every day, and volunteers are
responsible for every Sunday. work with the Caring
Committee to provide a meal to a congregant in need,
whether it is due to illness or some other reason. Homemade
soup is always welcome.

Think about how what you would like to do this year… and
start today. You don’t have to wait until my next birthday to
make resolutions.

L’Shalom
Nancy Levene

President’s Message
from Nancy Levene

My Reading List

Here’s what I’m reading:
God’s To-Do List
103 Ways to Be an Angel and Do God’s Work on Earth
Dr. Ron Wolfson

This is an inspirational “how-to” book for doing God’s
work every day. It’s divided into ten chapters that
mirror the work of God, beginning with Create and
ending with Forgive. There are suggested “to-do’s” and
opportunities for you to explore on your own.

What are you reading?
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From the Rabbi
“If not now, when?”

what an amazing, truly awesome High Holidays. i am so
grateful to our incredible Board of Trustees, to our Ritual and
Music Committees, to our ushering corps, to the Adult
Choir, to my staff partners, and to everyone who passed
through the doors of our congregation in these days of awe. 

i hope you were as inspired as we were by the new machzor;
our congregation is endlessly grateful to the Sisterhood for all
they do, and for this generous gift in particular. The new
High Holiday prayer book inspired us, challenged us, and
moved us.

Folks have also asked for copies of sermons; they are all
uploaded to the synagogue website. Hope you'll check them
out; i know that our rabbinic intern, Josh Fixler, and i would
welcome continued conversation and exploration of the
themes and subjects we raised with our words.

As i write, we are on the verge of the Hebrew month of
Cheshvan, the second month of the Jewish year. The rabbis 
of our tradition sometimes call Cheshvan “Marcheshvan” --
“bitter Cheshvan,” because after a month full of holidays in
Tishrei, Cheshvan has no holidays whatsoever. Some rabbis
and cantors call it sweet Cheshvan, because it’s so much
quieter.

For Beth Haverim Shir Shalom,
though, Cheshvan and the months
that follow are hardly quiet. Our program year is in full swing,
the walls of our new Ulam are going up across the parking lot,
school is in high gear, and our work of prayer, study, and
sacred action in the world is in its high season.

The most important ingredient in sacred community,
though, is you. when you’re here, we’re just better and our
community is richer. when you're not, we miss you. 

Please come and be with us. Study Torah with us on Shabbat
morning or in our new Sunday morning series. Pray with us
one more week per month than you do already.  Come to the
forum on “Hospice Care, Palliative Care, and End of Life
Discussions” on Sunday, November 22. Sign up for the
congregational israel trip set for next summer. Participate in
the great social action work of the congregation. 

The table is set, but unless you’re here, there will be an empty
seat. Make it a sweet Cheshvan!

-Rabbi Joel Mosbacher
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Candlelighting times:

November 6 – 4:28 pm Chayei Sarah
November 13 – 4:21 pm Toldot
November 20 – 4:15 pm Vayeitzei
November 27 – 4:12 pm Vayishlach

2015/2016 BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Rabbi Joel Mosbacher 201-337-4803 rabbimosbacher@yahoo.com
Cantor David Perper 201-934-1894 cantorperper@earthlink.net
Educator, Rebecca McVeigh 201-512-1983 schoolatbethhav@optonline.net
President, Nancy Levene 201-236-6059 nblevene@gmail.com
Past President, Jennifer Cole 201-891-2438 thecole6@yahoo.com
Vice President, Jackie Lowenfels 845-321-1439 jackielowenfels@aol.com
Vice President, Corey Mitnick 201-529-5285 cmitnick@gmail.com
Vice President, Doug wright 201-825-6265 doug@dawrightassociates.com
Treasurer, Mitchell Miller 201-337-4503 mlctsmiller@verizon.net
Asst. Treasurer, Aldine Rostolder 201-252-2823 aldines@hotmail.com
Secretary, Harvey weinberg 646-364-8417      harvey.weinberg@oliverwyman.com
Trustee, Ellen Fasanaro 201-934-6710 ellen.7755@gmail.com
Trustee, Debbie Falkow 201-327-4849 debfalkow@hotmail.com
Trustee, Deborah Klein 201-934-1623 deborah.klein18@gmail.com
Trustee, Paul Lipson 201-934-7060 lipson123@verizon.net
Trustee, Linda Schwartz 845-504-0577 linda.ellman@schwartzhouse.com
URJ Liaison, Al Levene 201-236-6059 alleve1@aol.com
Sisterhood Co. Pres., Lisa Lamster 201-760-1935 lisalams@optonline.net
Sisterhood   Co. Pres., Gail Spencer 201-739-8629 sprucer@aol.com
Brotherhood Pres. Jonathan Theodore 845-357-5378 president@BHSSbrotherhood.org
Michelle Mitzvah, Chair, ilyse Smith 201-995-1177 mmgbhss@gmail.com
Dir.of informal Youth Programming, Liza Fishman   201-994-5898  lfishmanbhss@gmail.com
Youth Act. Coord. Gr. 3-5, Brittany Silverman 201-994-5898 bsilvermanbhss@gmail.com
Sr. Youth Group. Pres. Jamie Ratowsky 914-356-5246 jamieratowsky@yahoo.com

2015/2016 COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Life Long Learning, Leslie Sapienza 201-760-8972 sapienz@optonline.net
Life Long Learning, Beth Dubiel 201-684-0705        dubiels@optonline.net
BUiLDiNG & GROUNDS, Jim Dubroff 201-327-7014 jimdubroff@yahoo.com
BUiLDiNG & GROUNDS, Harris Reinstein 201-652-0898 harrisreinstein@msn.com
CARiNG, Co Chair, Candy Kassover 201-934-8229 candy1951@optonline.net
CARiNG, Co Chair, Laura Miller 201-337-4503 mlctsmiller@verizon.net
COMMUNiCATiONS, Lisa Lamster 201-760-1935 lisalams@optonline.net
ENDOwMENT, Chair, Harvey weinberg 646-364-8417 harvey.weinberg@oliverwyman.com
EDUCATiON, Lauren Einhorn 201-447-7094 laureneinhorn16@gmail.com
LiBRARY, Sheryl ives 201-794-1017 sjives17@yahoo.com
LiBRARY, Ruth Turner 845-351-5732 rggt@optonline.net
MEMBERSHiP, Chair, Jen Cole 201-891-2438 thecole6@yahoo.com
MUSiC, Chair, Nora Berger 201-703-0132 niberger@aol.com
OUTREACH, Jane Young 201-327-1281 jnapfy@aol.com
RiTUAL, Co Chair, Stacey Coyne 845-300-3505 staceycoy@aol.com
RiTUAL, Co Chair, Judy Teich 845-512-8506 judy.teich@gmail.com
SOCiAL ACTiON, Chair, whitney Speer 201-825-2441 whitneyspeer@msn.com
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December 4 – 4:10 pm Vayeishev
December 11 – 4:10 pm Miketz
December 18 – 4:12 pm Vayigash
December 25 – 4:15 pm Vay’chi

November
Birthdays

Zachary Asher Aarons
Hannah Altman
Remi Begleiter
Jenna Bofford

Breanna Bofford
Benjamin Dobrow
Eleanor  Ehrlich
Alex Fisherman

Zoey Gershengorn
Ally Green

Jane  Grossman
Reid Grossman
Aerin Grunstein
Emma Grunstein
Ari Hirshfield

Hayley Hollander
Dylan Hyman

Jed Katz
Scooter Kraft

Madeline Leibman
Samantha Lever

Jonathan Moskowitz
Amanda Pittman
Alex Popowitz
Eliya Rostolder
Griffin Schwartz
Hunter Surgan

Annabel Theodore
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December
Birthdays

Alex Begleiter

Jillian Bruckner

Justin Fox

Ellie Greenblatt

Benjamin Grossman

Harrison Haber

Isabella Levine

Arielle Lipkin

Julia Mandler

Benjamin Marder

Aiden Miller

Natalie Morgan

Ethan Moskovitz

Max  Myers

Eva Myers

Sydney Selman

Benjamin Shamus

William Silver

Drew Weiss

The High Holy Days are well behind us, but i would like to
take a moment and look back. Specifically, i want to take
this time to thank all the members of the BHSS Adult
Choir. They work tirelessly all summer to prepare, with the assistance of Jane Koch,
who accompanies all our choir rehearsals, and itay Goren, our official High Holy Day
pianist. it is due to their coordinated efforts that the services are so beautiful. we are
very lucky to have such a great volunteer choir.  But we need more singers. 
wE NEED MORE SiNGERS!!

if you sang in choir in high school or college, you should come to a rehearsal. 
we only have a good time singing, and being Jewish, all at the same time.

ADULT CHOiR iNViTATiON – Come to any wednesday night rehearsal, 8 pm!

JUNiOR CHOiR iNViTATiON – Any children 3rd grade and above are welcome!
Please contact Cantor Perper.

Happy New Year!

Cantor’s Corner

The Center for Food Action 
is looking for the following types 

of donations during the year: 

November - Boxed Potatoes/Rice/Stuffing

December - Canned Fruit/Vegetables

January - Pasta/Mac & Cheese

February - Soup!

March - Peanut Butter/Jelly

April - Cereal/Pancake Mix

May - Canned Meat/Fish

Items can be brought to the synagogue 
and placed in the baskets in the front lobby
or inside the school entrance.



Although at this moment i am watching post-season
baseball, there have already been below-freezing
temperatures in our area. The drive from my house in

Oakland to BHSS in Mahwah affords me a (brief) view of the beautiful Ramapo
Mountain foliage. Monday and Tuesday’s students are arriving in the daylight
and leaving as darkness falls. Although technically autumn doesn't end until
winter begins towards the end of December, on November 1 we turn the clocks
back and so it will become night even earlier, suddenly. Thank you to everyone
for dealing with the parking lot/construction situation so well, and for parking
your cars and coming into the building to pick up your child/carpool. Now that
everyone has settled in, please remember:

- School ends at 5:30/6:00 p.m. on Mondays, at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesdays, and at
11:30/11:45 a.m. on Sundays and that is when students are dismissed. it is
disruptive to learning to remove them earlier.

- No one is allowed to remove a child from his/her teacher’s supervision except
for school staff, and the child must be signed out.

- if you are picking up a student before scheduled dismissal time, any parent
whose child is leaving must let the school know ahead of time, either by phone
or email.

Our Education Committee, chaired by Lauren Einhorn, works very hard
organizing volunteers, supporting the staff, and reviewing the attendance policy
and safety and security in the school.  You can help them and our wonderful
staff by adhering to the policies outlined in the newly updated parent handbook,
which will be handed out and also be available on the BHSS website, and by
volunteering in the school.  

As you read this, i may well be in Orlando, Florida, at the URJ (Union for
Reform Judaism) Biennial, which is a tremendous opportunity to learn about
what other congregations are doing, to network, and to make new friends from
around the country.  i will represent BHSS with pride, and i hope that you will
ask me about it when i return!

—Rebecca Bernstein McVeigh, Educator 
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From the Educator’s Office

Come to the 

Book
Fair
We will have 
selections for 
both children 
and adults! 

Perfect for Chanukah
presents, 

or just to “gift” 
to yourself!

The first night 
of Chanukah 
is December 6!

Friday, November 13 - 
after services (browsing

only)

Sunday, November 15 
(8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.)

Monday, November 16 
(3:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.)

Tuesday, November 17 
(3:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.)

Volunteers needed -
call 201-512-1983 

or email to 
schoolatbethhav@optonline.net



November Calendar
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Notes:
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December Calendar
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i wanted to write this month and thank everyone for the
warm welcome i received during the High Holy Days.  it is
such an incredible honor to step into this impressive
community. i am so grateful to Rabbi Mosbacher and Cantor
Perper for sharing the bimah with me. Thank you to all of
you for your kind words of encouragement through the Days
of Awe. it has been so wonderful to meet all of you, and i look
forward to more conversations with each of you over the next
few months. Thank you also to everyone who was so
welcoming to my wife, Annie, as well as my father and
grandmother. The three of them cannot stop raving about
what a special community this is. what was clear to me from
the moment i applied for this job is even clearer to me now,
that something magical is going on in Mahwah, and i am
blessed to get to learn from all of you.

i am looking forward to an exciting year at BHSS. i am
starting to get to know the congregation more fully and to
think about our next steps in our community organizing
work.  As part of this process, i am trying to sit down for one-
on-one chats with as many congregants as i can. if you are
interested in having a conversation about the ways BHSS is
meaningful in your life, and how we might all work together
to change the world, let’s get coffee!  Email me to schedule a
meeting at JoshFixler@gmail.com. 

As i write this, it is almost Simchat
Torah, where we will read from the
very beginning of the Torah, about
the creation of the world. with every
new thing that God creates, the Torah says, “and God saw
that it was good.” After every act of creation, God takes a
moment to notice how wonderful that creation is.  i have not
been here very long, but i can already see that everything is tov
– very good. i am in awe of what you have created here, and
what you continue to create.  i am excited by the relationships
i am already starting to build with you, and i am eager to see
all the good things we will build together. i know it’s going to
be a very good year.

From the Rabbinic Intern
Josh Fixler

Kristallnacht
Observance

Monday, November 9
7 PM 

with the BHSS and 
Ramapo College choirs 

and a special guest speaker, 
Dr. Joanne Intrator

Joanne Intrator, a New York
City-based psychiatrist, earned
her medical degree from the
College of Physicians and
Surgeons of Columbia
University.  A regular
contributor to The Journal for
the Study of Antisemitism, Dr.
Intrator has spoken about
Holocaust and restitution
issues at many places in
Germany as well as in the United States. She is working on
a memoir about her pursuit of restitution for Wallstrasse
16, a center-city Berlin property stolen by the Nazis. The
story of her family’s plight under the Nazis was included in
a special exhibit of the City Museum of Berlin; that exhibit,
with the name Stolen Heart, will travel to The Center for
Jewish History under the auspices of The Leo Baeck
Institute in New York City in February, 2016.

Caring Committee
The Caring Committee is continuing to do the best it can to
assist our members in times of need. we are grateful to the
Brotherhood who has teamed up with us to better serve our
members. Brotherhood, under the direction of Jonathan
Theodore, has stepped up to provide rides to doctors and
various other destinations. we sincerely thank all those
drivers who have volunteered their time. Additionally, we
have continued to provide meals, shiva assistance, pastoral
visits and other much needed services to members. Rabbi
Mosbacher is always there to help us by providing guidance
and insight when dealing with challenging issues. we are
always available to listen and/or visit, and everything is
confidential.

To request services or to become a volunteer, please contact
Candy Kassover at candy1951@optonline.net or Laura
Miller at mlctsmiller@verizon.net.
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...will be called to the Torah...

Kassidy Fishman - November 14, 2015
Lives in Saddle River, New Jersey.  Mother,
Jennifer, Father, Steven, Brothers, Jake 13,
and Chase, 10........ is a 7th grader at Eric
Smith Middle School....... Her interests
include Aerial Silks, soccer, skiing, and

dance. “i want to be in the circus and
continue my career in Aerial Silks. Also i

want to become a doctor and follow in my dad’s
footsteps.  i am so excited to become a Bat Mitzvah
because i've been preparing for this moment my entire
life. i am a little nervous, but i know i am going to do
great. For my community service project i ran four
runs for cancer. i am also performing in a benefit for
Aerial Yoga where all the money raised will go toward
cancer research.  i also volunteered at a soup kitchen. i
chose to do the project mostly cancer-related because
my beloved grandparents died of cancer and i want to
honor them.”

Jake Fishman - November 14, 2015
Lives in Saddle River, New Jersey.
Mother, Jennifer, Father, Steven,
Sister, Kassidy, 13, Brother, Chase,
10......... is a 7th grader at Eric Smith
Middle School........ His interests

sports, skiing, surfing, travel, music,
and friends. “i want to work hard,

achieve, and succeed in life. i feel very
excited for this very special day of my life because
it is a huge accomplishment, and i will do things
that i may not get to do again.  For my
community service project, i raised money for
cancer to help find a cure for this disease. i lost
people very close to my heart. i am also
volunteering in the soup kitchen to feed people
who don’t have enough food.”

Reese Frisch - November 7, 2015
Lives Suffern, New York.  Mother, Jodi,
Father, Craig, Brother, Alex, 11........ 
is a 9th grader at Suffern High
School....... Her interests include
basketball, painting, running, drawing

and Kadimah. “i would like to be a
lawyer and help people fight for justice 

in this world. i want to defend the rights 
of others and make the world a better place for
everyone. i feel my Bat Mitzvah is a once in a
lifetime opportunity so i am going to make the
best of it. i am very proud of what i have
accomplished and i am thankful to those who
helped me achieve this goal of becoming Bat
Mitzvah.  i worked at the Christ Episcopal Church
in Suffern, New York at the soup kitchen and
thrift store.  i helped make meals for those who
were hungry and organized the store so people
could buy the things they needed. i enjoyed going
there and learned a lot about tzedakah.”

Parker Leipzig - November 21, 2015
Lives in Upper Saddle River, New Jersey.
Mother, Susie, Father, Gregg, Brother,
Dylan, 16......... is an 8th grader at
Cavallini Middle School....... Her interests
include tennis, track, traveling, and hanging

out with my friends. “ look forward to being
successful in the future, but more

importantly, i want to be happy and love what i
do in my life.  i am very excited to become a Bat
Mitzvah and to share this special milestone in my life
with my family and friends. For my community
service project i worked with Linking Hearts, spending
time with the senior residents, and i also worked with
the Friendship Circle teaching special needs children
how to play basketball.”

Beth Haverim Shir Shalom  Temple Topics
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Amanda Pittman - November 21, 2015
Lives in Upper Saddle River, New Jersey.
Mother, Elizabeth, Father, Neil, .......... 
is a 7th grader at Cavallini Middle
School....... Her interests include sports
including basketball, tennis, volleyball,

and skiing, and also baking. “i’m not sure
what i want to do yet but whatever i do

choose will be gratifying and make a
difference. i’m excited and proud to share this
milestone with family and friends...and i'm relieved
that i'm done! For my community service project i
volunteered at the Center for Food Action stocking
shelves. i also held a food drive and fundraiser to help
people in need from the surrounding area.”

...will be called to the Torah...

Matthew Meehan - November 28, 2015
Lives in Ramsey, New Jersey. Mother,
Sandi, Father, John, Sister , Hannah,
15......... is a 7th grader at Eric Smith
Middle School....... His interests include
baseball, football, fishing, ATVs, xbox,

and skiing. “i want to be successful and
help the world. i feel like my Bar Mitzvah

will be a little nerve-wracking but exciting at
the same time. For my community service project i
raised money for causes i believe in, like the Relay
for Life, and finding a cure for MS.”

Arielle Lipkin - December 12, 2015
Lives  in Mahwah, New Jersey.
Mother, Stacey, Father, Jeff, Brother,
Alex, 11....... is a 7th grader at
Ramapo Ridge Middle School.......
Her interests include dance,

gymnastics, fashion, shopping, and
travel. “i would like to be a pediatrician.

My Bat Mitzvah is a big accomplishment
and i am so excited to be celebrating with my
family and friends! For my community service
project i am collecting new (unopened) DVD
movies for pediatric cancer patients at Hackensack
University Medical Center through the
Tomorrow’s Childrens' Fund.”

Rebecca Bibi - December 5, 2015
Lives in Upper Saddle River, New
Jersey.  Mother, Stacey, Father, Leon,
Brothers, Matthew, 14, and Zachary,
9......... is a 7th grader at Cavallini
Middle School.....  Her interests

include dance, baking, and animals.  
“i would like to be a teacher. i am really

excited to celebrate this special day with my
friends and family. For my community service
project i raised money for the Ramapo Bergen
Animal Refuge by doing the “Strut Your Mutt”
walk with my dog.”

Brady Cole - November 28, 2015
Lives in wyckoff, New Jersey. Mother,
Jen, Father, Matt, Brothers, Aidan, 19,
and Garrett, 15, Sister, Emily, 4...........
is a 7th grader at Eisenhower Middle
School....... His interests include

basketball. “i am looking forward to
celebrating with family and friends and

continuing in Kadimah. The goal of my
community service is to raise funds for the Herren
project which helps people get access to treatment
for addiction. i also want to raise awareness of this
issue and help teens feel empowered to make 
good decisions.”
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L’Shanah Tovah! i hope your 5776 is off to a great start!  i
know that Brotherhood’s is! September’s kickoff dinner at
Overseas Restaurant was great! we had 22 people turn out,
including four new members.  Remember, Brotherhood dads,
bring your over 13’ers to our events! Once they are Bar
Mitzvah’d, they are brothers! Now, one thing about Overseas,
the table was very long and it was brought to my attention
that this setup was not conducive for brothers to socialize
together.  Future social gatherings will aim to be where we can
socialize in a more encouraging environment. A big shout out
to the Brothers in the ‘hood for the sukkah assembly this year.
20 people showed up to help build the sukkah, and a BHSS
record was broken…the sukkah went up in less than an hour,
and fueled only by elbow grease, collaboration, coffee and
bagels. Thanks guys! Another tradition of ours also had an
excellent result. Our annual Pizza in the Hut for Sukkot was
held on a Sunday – Erev Sukkot. So many people came out
that ian and i needed to run over to Mahwah Pizza and load
up the Subaru with 10 more pies… which appeared to be
consumed before we made it into the social hall from the
parking lot! So much for trying to hide a couple of salad pizzas
in the kitchen for Rabbi and Cantor.  

Our presence at the Social Action Summit was also well
represented. Kathy Kirshman was there in place of Jerry
Kirshman, Brotherhood Vice President. Thanks Kathy, but i
am sorry to say that you are not the first female Brotherhood
member! we do encourage everyone to join Brotherhood…
we are proof that we are not limited to Brothers alone…
perhaps by next year, half our membership will be female!
Being Reform is great… just saying!

September also brought the first of many youth group
activities for kids, third grade and up.  Brotherhood was asked
to support the first one, which was supposed to be pumpkin
picking at Secor Farms followed by Brothers chauffeuring
back to the temple for pumpkin painting.  Because of the fear
of the impending Hurricane Joaquin, we just hung around
the temple with the kids while they were painting pre-
delivered pumpkins and had a meeting… that’s what brothers
do!

This year also brings a new board member – shout out to
Richard wiesenfeld – and other brothers who had
contributed ideas for present and future events; i will hold off
on those shout outs because a couple of these guys might be
approached to join the board, and i wouldn’t want to ruin the
surprise!

Our goals this year are ambitious, but with your help we can
really make an impact.  we are looking for help in planning
our events for 2016 – wine sale & wine tasting event, Men’s
Seder (including the writing of our own Men’s Haggaddah
[the MRJ one is a bit lame]), Brotherhood Team Building
events at the BHSS intergenerational retreat, our first ever
fundraising bike ride, our first ever major fundraising event
(we have one in mind, but need some input), our annual
Brotherhood Shabbat and BBQ, and of course the third
annual Brotherhood Father’s Day Boulders game!

Thank you again, fellow brothers, for stepping up, helping
out and being the driving force of our group.  with your help,
we can really make the impact we had been working toward.
Remember, paying our dues helps us do our job to support
BHSS and all the committees and members, but coming out,
planning an event, participating in one or two meetings or
events is what makes us grow and flourish.  Thank you all for
your continued support and we look forward to an amazing
5776!

Upcoming events:
Look for emails requesting help at the Suffern Soup Kitchen
over Thanksgiving weekend

11/1 – Second annual Coat Drive begins 
11/19 – Meeting at Allendale Bar and Grill
12/17 – Brotherhood 2.0 Hanukkah Party 

at waterwheel Restaurant
12/20 – Brotherhood Raps – Panera Bread, Ramsey

Brotherhood 2.0



Sisterhood extends you a warm welcome to 5776!  weren’t
the holidays wonderful? we couldn't help but be inspired by
the words, the music, the though-provoking sermons and
talks from our lay leadership. we got to meet many of you
during our ushering stints at the door during the holidays.
And it meant the world to Sisterhood and its members to see
and hear the congregation's warm reception to our new
machzorim! it was truly wonderful to see the fruits of our
labors for the benefit of BHSS so well received.  

in November, join us for “Arty Party” on Sunday, November
15, from 2-5 pm. we will be creating beautiful Hamsa
designs for ourselves and our friends. (it's not too early to
think about Chanukah gift-giving, ladies!)

And speaking of Chanukah, Saturday, December 5 will bring
our annual joint program with Brotherhood, the Chanukah
Cocktail Party at the home of Sheryl Thailer.  There's no cost
to attend, but we are asking each attendee for an $18
donation (to add to Sisterhood’s
donation) to Gift of Life, in
memory of our friend, Michael
wiesner. Any questions?
Contact Emily Schuman, who's
chairing the event.  

Can you believe we are still
reaping the pleasures of our
Goods and Services Auction?
Our members recently learned
all about challah-baking with
baker extraordinaire Bonnie
Caul. Thanks to Bonnie, and to
all the hosts and hostesses who
entertained us at dinners,
barbecues, pool parties, singing
lessons and all the wonderful
events that helped us help
BHSS in so many ways!

Later in the year, some of our

members will be attending the URJ Biennial. As members of
a Reform congregation, we are all members of the Union for
Reform Judaism, an organization that links us with Reform
Jews all across North America. Biennial is a special
experience. You'll be hearing more about it from all across the
BHSS spectrum in the coming months. And if you have
interest, be sure to talk to us!

As with any event, anyone needing a ride please contact Lisa
Lamster or Gail Spencer. we are more than happy to make
this happen.

we want you at our events, we want your fresh ideas -- our
members have been telling us that this is “not your mother’s
Sisterhood.”  we’re not changing our name, but our goal is to
provide the women of BHSS with a Sisterhood that is
meaningful and relevant, and most importantly, brings
friendship and warmth to us all. 
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Sisterhood News
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SHALOM from the BHSS Youth
Groups! Our Pumpkin Painting
Party was such a success, and we
would like to thank everyone who

attended! with 34 members, we are looking forward to a
great year ahead and seeing many more attendees. After
picking up 35 pumpkins, we set our own little pumpkin
patch in the courtyard at BHSS. we started the event with
separate mixers for grades 3-5 and 6-12. The children were
able to learn some interesting facts about one another and we
were also able to learn a lot about our youth. Following the
mixers, we took a “hayride” out to the courtyard, where each
child was able to pick their own pumpkin from the patch. As
each child painted their own design, we were able to see their
creative ability. when everyone was done painting, we all
went into the social hall for donuts and apple juice and
participated in team building activities as well as dancing.

we hope you will join us for our
next upcoming events we have
booked in November!

Grades 3-5: Choir Event, Nov. 4
Grades 6-8: Tie-dye Party, Nov. 22
Grades 9-12: Spaghetti Dinner Nov. 13

if you are interested in attending any of these events, have
any questions, or you just want to chat, please email us at
bhssyouthgroups@gmail.com.

we are looking forward to the rest of our fun-filled year!

Liza Fishman & Brittany Silverman

Youth Programming

YOUTH ACTIVITIES MEMBERSHIP

Is your child in 3d through 12th grade? Interested in some
fun programming? Youth group registration forms will be
available in the coming days. Look for announcements in
the weekly e-bulletin, on our website and on Facebook!



Michelle Mitzvah Group 
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The Michelle Mitzvah Group is dedicated to helping children
in our community. Please work with us -- either through
volunteer opportunities, making a donation or supporting our
fundraising efforts. we have just begun our second annual
Chanukah candle fundraiser. Everyone needs candles for their
menorah, and these are truly beautiful. Boxes are $10 each.
Please contact Lisa Lamster at lisalams@optonline.net if you
are interested. 

There are also many opportunities to volunteer, whether it's
for an hour a week, an hour a day, or once a month.
Opportunities include the soup kitchen in Suffern, tutoring

at Oasis (basic reading and arithmetic), volunteering in other
capacities at Oasis, or helping our group participate in
Mitzvah Day, which will be held on November 1. For
Mitzvah Day, we are collecting new and gently used
children's clothing for fall and winter. in addition to clothing,
we need volunteers that day to help sort the items we receive.
we are also collecting toiletries to support the Tomorrows
Children’s Fund, and items can be dropped in the box
marked as such at the temple. 

if you are interested in volunteering, please contact ilyse
Smith at mmgbhss@gmail.com.

BHSS Chanukah D.A.R.E. Toy Drive
The Michelle Mitzvah Group provides BHSS members many ways to help repair the world.
For many years now, BHSS has provided assistance to the Suffern Police Department’s
D.A.R.E. Program with its annual toy drive.  While the growing success of the D.A.R.E toy
drive has allowed Suffern D.A.R.E to offer aid over the years to families in Orange County,
NY, Newark, NJ and New York City, its main mission is to helps local families in Rockland
County, NY and Bergen County. NJ.  Suffern D.A.R.E, along with local social workers,
municipalities and organizations identify families in need or who are dealing with a tragic
event.  Suffern D.A.R.E provides families with the ability to have gifts for their children during these difficult times in their lives.
Yes, these families are our neighbors and we, as a community, are obligated to help them.

While helping these families, we can teach our children the meaning of tzedakah.   It is a lesson we must teach and knowledge our
children must have.  Our goal this year is for each and every temple family to give at least one unwrapped gift to a child in need.  
We have over 400 member families, therefore as a temple we should be able to donate over 400 gifts.  If each family donates, then
we can we help over 100 families in our neighborhoods and continue to provide Suffern D.A.R.E. with the ability to expand its
reach.  We ask for your family to embrace the obligation to provide at least one gift.  In doing so, each of us helps to teach the
meaning of tzedakah to the next generation.

Please stop by the Toy Drive bulletin board by the entrance to the religious school.  You will find information identifying a child 
of a family in need of help.  Please understand and respect that the identity of the needy family is very confidential and cannot be
provided to you.  The child will be labeled by family number, gender and age. Take a label and attach it to an unwrapped gift and
drop it off at the temple during November and December.  There will be bins to put the gifts in by the religious school entrance.  
If you don’t want to pick a child but would like to donate, please do so and just drop the unwrapped gift off.  If you can’t get the gift
to the temple, no problem, email us and we will be glad to pick it up from you.  We want to help you in helping to repair the world.
Please note that the last drop-off date will be Monday, December 14, 2015.

Finally, the Michelle Mitzvah Group, as well as Suffern D.A.R.E, can also use helping hands.  If you wish to help or have any
questions, please feel free to email Barry Romoff at bromoff@gmail.com.  Please help to repair the world. Thank you.
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Contributions

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

with many thanks for conducting such a 
beautiful memorial service - Bonnie & Rich Berens

thanks for being such a great leader! - Gail & Al Schlosser

thank you for always being there, listening, and inspiring!
- the Orlick family

with thanks for everything
- Barbara & Stephen Cohen & family

with thanks - Rachel Crouch

in memory of Esther Shiffman and Michael Klaskow
- Nita & Eddie Klaskow

with thanks and appreciation and in memory of Sol wexler
- Linda Vogel & family

for all you have done over these last years...
- Sheri & Allan Schott

with thanks and appreciation - Joyce & Stephen Weinberg

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund

with thanks - Rachel Crouch

with thanks for helping me me prepare for my special day!
- Carleigh Schlissel

with thanks and appeciation - Bonnie & Rich Berens

with thanks and appreciation - Francine Scarola

for all you have done... with gratitude - Sheri & Allan Schott

with thanks for your work with the Torah and Haftarah
readers and the choirs - Barbara & Jeff Nimerofsky

Educator’s Discretionary Fund

with thanks - Rachel Crouch

to Mr. and Mrs. Martin Vogelfanger, congratulations on
your 60th wedding anniversary - Irma & Joel Becker

with thanks - Janet & Andrew Schlissel

to the Glick family, in memory of Ryna Gerber
- Irma & Joel Becker

to the Vogel family, in memory of Sol wexler
- Irma & Joel Becker

to Phil and Barbara Moss, in honor of their anniversary
- Trudi & Frank Gunsberg

Life Fund

in memory of Sol Pincus - Sandy & Newt Parks

in honor of the marriage of my granddaughter Arielle
Rebecca Jacobs to Alec william Marcantonio

- Carole Goodman

in memory of Diane Granat Yalowitz
- Mimi & Steve Waxenbaum & family

to Barbara and Joe Friedman, in honor of their 
60th wedding anniversary - Elaine Marcus

- Sue & Hal Lessor
- Evelyn Lieblich

in memory of Seymour Friedman - the Lipkin family

to Susan and Norman Oblon, in honor of your 50th
wedding anniversary - Beryl & Mel Lamster

in memory of Ryna Gerber, beloved sister and sister-in-law
of Ken and Lisa Glick and aunt of Charles and Michelle

- the Glick family
- the Gurian family
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in memory of Nancy Pivar - David Schwartz

in memory of my daughter Ryna Gerber - Anita Glick

to Barbara and Joe Friedman, in memory of Barbara's sister
- Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Fishler

to Linda Vogel and family, in memory of her father, 
Sol wexler - Sheryl & Joel Ives

- Lynn & Michael Zall
- Irma & Joel Becker

- Sue-Ellen & Ron Johnson
- Lynn & Frank Pace

- Gail & Ranan Wichler
- Deborah & Jeff Klein

in memory of Betty Sankel - Sheryl & Joel Ives

in memory of william Kaplan - Alison & Norman Axelrod

in memory of Sadie Lazar - Sandy & Newt Parks

to Terri and Jesse Coffel, in memory of Ruth Brotman
- Josephine & Peter Cardone

in memory of Albert Klein - the Bareket family

in memory of Mollie Garbus - the Garbus family

in memory of irving Goodman and Bertha weisser
- Carole Goodman

to Barbara and Phil Moss, in honor of their anniversary
- Trudi & Frank Gunsberg

in memory of Frederick Fliss - Robin & Andrew Ackerman

to Bonnie and Rich Berens, in memory of her mother
- Gail & Ranan Wichler

Brick Fund

to Mr. and Mrs. Zachary Goldberg, in honor of 
Zoe Goldberg - Sheryl Thailer

Tree of Life

in honor of Gail & Alvin’s 50th wedding anniversary
- Brian, Daniel, Jonathan, Julia, Matthew, & Jake

Ramapo Bergen Animal Refuge
donated by families in honor of the following simchas:

Bat Mitzvah of Ashley Trattner

Center for Food Action in Mahwah
donated by families in honor of the following simchas:

Bat Mitzvah of Nicole wainland
Bat Mitzvah of Amanda Pittman

Bar Mitzvah of Max Pavon
Bar Mitzvah of Ethan Marder
Bar Mitzvah of Joshua Brown

Jewish Family Services of Rockland
donated by families in honor of the following simchas:

Bar Mitzvah of Scott Fleischmann
Bar Mitzvah of Ethan Marder

Contributions
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The Ulam
(The Gathering Hall)

COMING SOON>>>COMING SOON>>>COMING SOON
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welcoming Guests/Hachnasat Orchim
Parashat Vayera

Beth Haverim Shir Shalom already has a reputation for being
welcoming, friendly and an inclusive place. with our new
Friday Erev Shabbat greeter program, the plan is to be even
more welcoming.  

welcoming the guest, Hachnasat Orchim, is included among
the 613 mitzvot. At the beginning of the Torah portion
Vayera we find Abraham is sitting at the door of his tent when
he sees three men. And even though, as the rabbis tell us, he
is recuperating from his self-administered circumcision, he
jumps up, runs to greet them, and invites them to be his
guests. He offers them water to wash and a shady place to rest
and tells them he will fetch a bit of bread. Abraham runs into
the tent to ask Sarah to bake cakes from the finest flour and
then to the pasture to select a calf to be prepared for the meal.
And while the main meal is being prepared, he brings a snack
to his guests and waits on them while they eat. 

So in the spirit of Hachnasat Orchim we begin a new program
for greeting guests and members to our temple with open
arms.  it is an opportunity for members of our community to
meet other members. it is an opportunity for inter-

generational conversation. it can be a fun and easy experience. 

The Ritual Committee would love to have you join other
greeters as frequently as you like but would welcome even a
half hour of your time. Consider the act of greeting as a gift
to your community. 

How the program will work:  Family services will have two
greeters, a board member and a 3rd-6th grade school parent.
For other services a third greeter is added: either a b’nei-
mitzvah parent or another temple member.  The board
member greeter (captain) of the week will contact the other
greeters of the week to confirm participation.  Greeters will
arrive 15 minutes prior to the start of services, huddle with the
other greeters of the evening, and decide which half hour slot
will be covered by each greeter. 

The program begins in November and additional details will
follow as the program evolves.

L’Shalom,

Judith Teich
Stacey Coyne
Ritual Co-chairs

Ritual Committee 

Join us as we welcome

Julie Baretz
(BHSS’ favorite Israel tour guide!)
Monday, November 23
7:30-8:30 pm
talking about her new book
The Bible On Location: Off the Beaten Path in Ancient and Modern Israel

In this innovative guidebook Julie Baretz takes readers to twenty-one off-the-beaten-path locations in
Israel where Bible stories are said to have happened. At each site she sets the scene by relating the
historical context of the event, then follows with the biblical text itself and her own lively commentary.
Captivating and complex Bible characters bring the locations to life as they face social, ethical, and
spiritual dilemmas not unlike our own today. Baretz’s narratives draw on history, archaeology,
academic scholarship, and rabbinic literature for interpretations that enhance the meaning of the
biblical events. Each story is told in the voice of Baretz as the tour guide—knowledgeable yet informal
and friendly.

Julie Baretz was born in 1962 and grew up in Valley Cottage, New York.  She was active in Young Judaea,
the Zionist youth movement, where she built a strong background in informal education through
programming and peer leadership. After receiving a BA in English Literature from Union College, in
1985 she made aliyah and settled in Jerusalem. Julie completed the Israel Ministry of Tourism Tour
Guides Training Course in 1987 and has since guided thousands of visitors of all faiths to Israel.
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Early fall saw Sifriyah launch a familiar staple: A Book and
Bagel. we welcomed author Deb Levy who added a very
special dimension to the story (Bury the Hot) of a boy and his
family who hid from Hitler but could not escape the past.  

Some biographies are complete with rich details and
complexities. Such is the biography of Julius Lester, who
chronicled his journey from his boyhood as the son of a black
Methodist minister to his conversion to Judaism. in his
biography, Lovesong, he writes, “i have become who i am. i
am who i always was.  i am no longer deceived by the black
face which stares at me from the mirror. i am a Jew.” Check
out this book, and learn why this noted author of over 10
books is interesting and noteworthy.

Check your weekly announcements for important library
messages. Of particular importance should be our book

recommendations, the hot books, bound to be page turners.
For the month of October, see the book blurb for Jephte’s
Daughter by Naomi Ragen. And look forward to November's
recommendation: The Nightingale by Kristin Hannah.
Remember, a book is a version of the world (Rushdie).

As most of you know, our temple is part of One Book One
Community. This year temples in Bergen County will be
reading A Backpack, A Bear, and Eight Crates of Vodka, by
Lev Golinkin.  Such an intriguing title is bound to stimulate
interest.  The good news is that there will be paperback copies
available for purchase in the temple office. The cost will be
only $11. Join fellow congregants at BHSS and in Bergen
County as we all read and marvel at a family fleeing
persecution and the author seeking to reclaim a broken past.

From the Sifriyah

COMMUNITY MENORAH 
LIGHTING!

Join your congregational family as we officially light the beautiful 
chanukiyah (Chanukah menorah)that graces our front circle.

On Tuesday, December 8, from 6 to 6:30, 

we will gather with Rabbi Mosbacher, 

Cantor Perper, our choirs, and our fourth and

fifth grade students to celebrate with song and

some hot cocoa and jelly donuts.
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November Yahrzeits 
Samuel Aarons

Dorothy Adlman

Marvin Bendalin

Samuel Berger

Lillian Berman

Elaine Cramer Bernstein

Donna Blumenthal

Yury Boroda

Ellen Clements

Ed Cohn

Marvin Comisky

Sonia Demsky

Gertrude Eyl

Donald Fields

Alan Flon

Burton Freeman

Marilyn Friedman

Morris Goodman

Florence Gordon

Harry Gordon

Eugene Greenblatt

Benjamin Gross

Elaine Hall

Allan Heffler

Mae Heilbraun

Herman Hershman

Bessie Hieger

Leonard Katz

Clifford Kelman

Carolee Kirshman

Ann Kirshner

Elsie Klein

Sally Kobrin

Rose Lefkowitz

Stanley Leipzig

Isidore Levine

Alice Levy

Hyman Lieberman

Richard Lulov

Sheldon Lulov

Jodi Lyons

Murray Marks

Nathan Mayers

Edward Mintz

Paul Mohnblatt

Norman Novak

Esther Oppenheim

John Parks

Vi Pearlman

Aaron Premselaar

Sally Rabinovich

William Resnik

Faye Richardson

Seymour Saiff

Mary Salverne

Martha  Scheinin

Moritz Schott

Samuel Schuman

Marilyn Schwartz

Paul Sherman

Harvey Shill

Howard Shmaruk

Nathan Singer

Saul Stedman

Shepard Stern

Erna Tuteur

Loretta Wagman

Reba Weber

Howard Weinberg

Jerome Weinberg

Eleanor Weiner

Milton Weiner

Sybil Wolfe

Sarah Zall

Mollie Zukof

Does your family have a Bar or Bat Mitzvah coming up? 

In order to be included in the appropriate issue of Temple Topics, 
your child’s brief “bio” and photo are due as follows:

For a January or February date, by December 1
For a March or April date, by February 1

For a May or June date, by April 1

If you need a form, or have any questions, please call or email to the synagogue.
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December Yahrzeits 
Leah Adlman

Norman Arkawy

Howard Ballen

Donna Barrack

Alfred Baum

Howard Bettman

Ernest Bolson

Edward Bondy

Khana Boroda

Rose Branderstein

Bella Cohen

Joe Coyne

Gerald Deforest Crouch

Florence Eichner

Sophie Eisenstein

Julia Fihrer

Abraham Finkelstein

Milton Flon

Walter Fondiller

Emanuel Garbus

Miriam Gebrowitz

Stephen Gershengorn

Beverly Gilbert

Esther Goodman-Zaslow

Isidore Gross

Aaron Hall

Shirley Jacobs

Paul Kirshman

Milton Klein

Hebert Levy

Harry Litman

Dody Magaziner

Oscar Maier

Nathan Mellin

Claire Novak

Hilda Opell

Sanford Parks

Amalia Pavlovec

Benjamin Rabin

Carl Richardson

Paul Roizen

Samuel Rosenzweig

Mary Rudnick

Martin Ruffkess

Eileen Schachter

Mildred Schiff

Blanche Schwartz

Ralph Sheppard

Benard Smolinsky

Ariel Soriano

Ethel Spitalny

Florence Turner

Sumner Victor

Eddie Wachtel

Stanley Wagman

Sol Weber

Rose Weinstein

Jeffrey Weisenfeld

Robert Weiss

Sondra Wells

Lillian Wolf

Mark Zavist

Adult Learning on 
Monday Nights

NOT Just for 
Kadimah Parents!

Jerry Kirshman and educator Rebecca
McVeigh are organizing a series of study
sessions for adults on Monday evenings

from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. (ending to
coincide with Kadimah dismissal.) 

Watch the weekly announcements and
your inbox for the lineup of classes, 

and sign up!

Education Committee

welcome back to school... just a little late! And Shanah tovah!
it's hard to believe we are actually back in the swing of things
with religious school with the holidays falling so early this
year, but we are so happy to welcome everyone back!  

This year, we are thrilled to be able to introduce Faith
Kaufman as our new Education Committee Volunteer
Coordinator. if you have volunteered to help out in the
classroom, her name will become very familiar to you!

As always, if you are interested in getting involved with the
Education Committee, please contact Lauren Einhorn
(laureneinhorn16@gmail.com). we are always looking for
new members with new ideas! Have a great school year!
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CHANUKAH MENORAH LIGHTING HINTS:

The first day of Chanukah is on December ; therefore the first candle is lit the evening before 
(December .)  Candles are placed in the chanukiah (Chanukah menorah) from right to left (the 

first night, place one candle all the way to the right, then add on from there each succeeding 
night.) Light candles from left to right (light the newest candle first, after you have lit the 

shamash, or service candle.)

First Blessing:

ok̈Igv̈ Q¤k ¤n Ubh ¥v«k¡t ̈h§h vT̈ ©t QurC̈
/vF̈ªb£j k ¤J r¥b eh¦k §s ©v§k UbÜ ¦m ¦u uh,̈I §m ¦n §C UbJ̈ §S ¦e r ¤J£t

Baruch Atah Adonai Eloheinu Melech ha’olam, asher kidshanu bimitzvotav v’tzivanu
l’hadlik ner shel Chanukah.

Blessed are you, Adonai our God, Ruler of the universe, who has sanctified us with
commandments and commanded us to kindle the lights of Chanukah.

Second Blessing:

ok̈Igv̈ Q¤k ¤n Ubh ¥v«k¡t ̈h§h vT̈ ©t QurC̈
/v¤Z ©v i ©n §z ©C o ¥vv̈ oh ¦nḦ ©C Ubh ¥,Ic£t©k oh ¦X¦b v ¨«ag̈ ¤J

Baruch Atah Adonai Eloheinu Melech ha’olam, she’asa nissim la’avoteinu bayamim
haheim ba-z’man hazeh.

Blessed are you, Adonai our God, Ruler of the universe, who performed wondrous deeds for our
ancestors, in those days at this time of year.

Third Blessing (recited first night only)

ok̈Igv̈ Q¤k ¤n Ubh ¥v«k¡t ̈h§h vT̈ ©t QurC̈
/v¤Z ©v i ©n §z©k Ubg̈h ¦D ¦v §u Ubn̈§H ¦e §u Ubḧ¡j ¤v ¤J

Baruch Atah Adonai Eloheinu Melech ha’olam, shehecheyanu v’kiyemanu v’higiyanu
la-z’man hazeh.

Blessed are you, Adonai our God, Ruler of the universe, for giving us life, for sustaining us, and
for enabling us to reach this season of joy.

The first day of Chanukah is on December 7; therefore the first candle is
lit the evening before (December 6.) Candles are placed in the chanukiah
(Chanukah menorah) from right to left. (The first night, place one candle
all the way to the right, then add from there each suceeding night.) Light
candles from left to right (light the newest candle first after you have lit

the shamash, or service candle.)



Hum along….. 

Five hundred twenty-five thousand six hundred minutes
Five hundred twenty-five thousand moments so dear
Five hundred twenty-five thousand six hundred minutes
How do you measure, measure a year?
in daylights, in sunsets
in midnights, in cups of coffee
in inches, in miles, in laughter, in strife
in five hundred twenty-five thousand six hundred minutes
How do you measure, a year in the life?
How about love?
Measure in love
Seasons of love

At BHSS we might have a few different lyrics….

How do you measure, measure a year?
in bags of groceries, in vegetables grown
in rides given, in machzors purchased
in songs sung, in b’nei mitzvah SA projects
in camp scholarships, in coats collected
in meals cooked, in food delivered
in clothing collected, in friendships made
How do we measure, a year in the life?
How about love?
Measure in love
Seasons of Tikkun Olam

Yes, we can measure Beth Haverim Shir Shalom’s year and its
impact on the world. we collected 293 bags of food over the
High Holidays (4,400 pounds!). in the Community Garden,
our entire community has raised 487 pounds (as of the
writing) of organic produce that has gone mostly to the Soup
Kitchen of Suffern. Next time you really want to know just
how we affect the world, look at the Social Action page on the
BHSS website, where we will be quantifying our successes.  

As we move forward through the year, on Sunday, November
1, BHSS will participate with the Jewish Federation in
Mitzvah Day where we will collect and sort children’s “gently
used” and new clothing to distribute to the residents of Oasis
in Paterson.  Please bring clothing in to the temple; there will
be bins in the school entrance. Then please join us at 1 pm to
help us sort the donated clothing.

Also i will refer you to Sisterhood and Brotherhood’s pages,
where their events are listed as well as the Social Action tie-in
associated with the event. Have fun and add to our measuring
of the “Seasons of Tikkun Olam” at BHSS.

whitney Speer

Social Action/Community Garden
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Condolences
To Allan Schott, on the death of his mother, Anneliese Schott
To Steve Schulner, on the death of his father-in-law, Boris Cohen
To Terri Coffel, on the death of her Aunt, Ruth Brotman

Good&Welfare
from & for the congregation

R’fuah Sh’leimah
(For a Full and Speedy Recovery)

Nita Klaskow

Barbara Sternberg

Marilyn Taylor

Terri Coffel

Mazal Tov
To Nancy and Danny Kahn, on the marriage of their daughter Stefanie to Brian Murray
To Joel Silverstein for having a work of art displayed in the Jerusalem Biennial
To Carole Goodman, on the marriage of her granddaughter, Arielle Rebecca, to Alec william Marcantonio
To Marci & Harvey Weinberg, on the marriage of their son Ethan to Dan Van Deusen
To Ritch & Lori Yanowitz on the birth of their grandson, Noah Andrew
To Eric Weiner and Vida Mylson on the birth of their son Owen Dennis
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Welcome New Members!
Iris & Kenneth Shamus and family, Upper Saddle River, NJ
Marin & Daryl Greene and family, wyckoff, NJ
Monica & Mitchell Weishar and family, woodcliff Lake, NJ
Jennifer & Ronald Mandler and family,woodcliff Lake, NJ
Erica & Joshua Fox and family, Upper Saddle River, NJ
Jennifer & Jonathan Heit and family, woodcliff Lake, NJ
Trish & Robert Levinsohn and family, Mahwah, NJ
Monica & Stephen Levy and family, Suffern, NY
Michelle & Craig Freedberg and family, Upper Saddle River, NJ
Sarah & Jeff Birenbach and family, Suffern, NY
Stacy & Dagan LaCorte and family, Suffern, NY
Judy & John Neumann, New City, NY
Rachel & Jeff Appel and family, Mahwah, NJ
Michelle & Philip Pearlman and family, Montebello, NY
Melanie & Mike Ellman and family, woodcliff Lake, NJ
Pat & Jess Lieberman, Mahwah, NJ
Susie & Jonathan Fein and family, Upper Saddle River, NJ
Graham & Jan Klein and family, Suffern, NY
Gloria & Samuel Krantz and family, Montebello, NY
Laura & Matthew Heffernan and family, Mahwah, NJ
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1. Can living “biblically” help us understand how to live
more Jewishly?

in The Year of Living Biblically, the author documents a
year of living his modern day life while still abiding by a very
literal reading of the Torah.  we will read sections of his
sometimes funny, always interesting and thought provoking
story, and compare them to the Torah texts and to
commentaries of our great sages.  

Teacher: Rebecca McVeigh
Dates: Sept. 20, Oct. 4, Nov. 7, Dec. 11, Jan. 10, Feb. 21,
March 21, May 25
Text: The Year of Living Biblically, by A.J. Jacobs

2. How does a modern Reform Jew make authentically
Jewish decisions?

in this unit, we will look at Reform Responsa, an at-once
ancient and modern form of Jewish legal literature that
invites us to look at biblical, Talmudic, medieval, and
modern Jewish teachings to arrive at Jewishly rooted
decisions to modern questions. Some examples of issues we'll
explore include: what does Judaism say about in vitro
fertilization? what about Jewish burials for pets? what
about organ donation and end of life issues?

Teacher: Rabbi Joel Mosbacher
Dates: Sept. 27, Oct. 25, Dec. 6, Feb. 28, March 20, April
24, May 28
Text: “Reform Responsa for the Twenty-First Century:
Sh’eilot U’Tshuvot,” Vol. 1 & 2 

3. Jewish Holidays from Texts to Today: We Are What
We Celebrate 

Jewish holiday celebrations reflect our fundamental beliefs,
as well as offering opportunities for the contemporary Jew to
adopt and adapt personally meaningful rituals and practices.
This class will examine (some surprising) traditional sources
of the Jewish holidays as well  as  contemporary  translations
of  those  traditions,  perhaps  creating  some  new traditions
along the way.

Teacher: Sharon Halper
Dates: Oct. 11, Nov. 15, Dec. 20, March 6, April 3, May 8
Text: A Guide to the Jewish Seasons, ed. Rabbi Peter S.
Knobel (CCAR Press)

4. My Other Rabbi Wrote the Talmud: Finding Modern
Meaning in Rabbinic Texts 

in this unit we will look at some favorite rabbinic texts from
Jewish thinkers throughout the ages, from Akiva to
Maimonides to Spinoza, and ask the question "what do
these texts have to say for our lives as 21st Century
American Jews?" we will explore eccentric, surprising, and
challenging texts from across the history of Jewish thought
and listen to how they speak to us. is there a place for
Rambam in the board room? what would my children say
to Rabbi Hillel if he sat across from them at our dinner
table?

Teacher: Rabbinic intern Josh Fixler
Dates: Oct. 18, Nov. 22, Jan. 24, March 13, April 10, 
May 15

Join us Sunday mornings from 9-10 am (beginning Sept. 20) 
as we explore what it means to live Jewishly in the 21st century.

Four teachers, four subjects – sign up for as many as you like! (Some subjects will have a text that
participants will need to acquire, as noted in the descriptions below.) Please RSVP to the synagogue 

office (201-512-1983) so we know you’re coming. Sessions will include coffee and bagels.

✡ ✡ ✡ ✡ ✡ ✡ ✡ ✡ ✡ ✡ ✡ ✡ ✡ ✡ ✡
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RETREAT!
Now is the time -- register for the Fourth Annual Beth Haverim Shir
Shalom Congregational Retreat! Plan now to spend the weekend of
February 5 - 7, 2016, at Camp Harlam in Kunkletown, PA (less than 90
minutes from Mahwah), where you can share a wonderful time with
other congregants of all ages and experience prayer, song and
fellowship in the beautiful Pocono mountains. We have a full range
of activities planned including crafts, yoga, the Israeli game known as
gaga and social time where everyone will have the opportunity to
make new friends, experience the tranquility of the mountains
around us and enjoy a weekend free of cooking (unless of course you
sign up for Rabbi's baking class!).

The retreat will begin early Friday evening with your arrival at Camp
Harlam, and it ends on Sunday morning around 11 am. In between,
we'll have delicious meals, song sessions, services and fun! The
accommodations are simple but clean, and each room has a private
bath. We anticipate the event will sell out, thanks to the generous
support of the Endowment Fund. Don't miss this wonderful
opportunity to share this weekend with others. If you have any
questions, please email them to: lstheodore@optonline.net. 

Looking forward to seeing you there!

MONTHLY 
TOT 

SHABBAT

Tot Shabbat is back, 
and better than ever! 

Families with children from 
birth to 2nd grade

are invited to join 
Miss Ilene and 

Rabbi Mosbacher 
for a story, singing,
a craft and a snack, 

from 9:30-10:15 am
on the following 

Shabbat mornings:

November 14, 
December 12, 
January 9, 

February 13, 
March 12, 
April 9,
May 14, 

and June 11. 

Please RSVP to the 
synagogue office at 

201-512-1983 
if you plan to come, 

so we will have 
enough supplies 

for everyone!



welcome back from the wonderful whirlwind that is the
holiday season. i hope that you and your families enjoyed all
the services and songs provided by the choirs. They did an
amazing job and we are lucky to benefit from their
dedication!

From now on, i will be mentioning our main event of the
year, Cantor’s 10th Year at BHSS Celebration.  Please mark
your calendars for the weekend of March 4-5, 2016. The
celebration will begin with Friday night’s service and will
continue with a dinner-dance on Saturday night. Details will
be coming to you via e-mail, social media, traditional
invitations, etc. Trust me, you won’t want to miss this! 

Along with working on Cantor’s party, we are also preparing
for our first event for the congregation.  it is our ever popular
Movie Night, on Saturday night, January 16, 2016 at 7 pm.
The event is free and open to everyone. All we ask is that you
bring a donation for the Center for Food Action.  we will be
providing the snacks and the movie. we will begin with
Havdalah service and then have the feature presentation…
wait for it… “Frozen”! Yes, the kids will love it; all ages are
welcome! 

we are always looking for new voices for the choirs. Please
consider giving your child the opportunity of joining the
Junior Choir.  Children must be in third grade or older to
participate. The kids have a lot of fun while getting a great
start learning for their b’nei mitzvah. Plus, they get to share a
great rapport with Cantor Perper. Lisa Lamster is our parent
contact for those interested in more information.  Please get
in touch with her at lisalams@optonline.net. For the young at
heart, we have a seat for you with the Adult Choir. it’s never
too late. Please contact Cantor Perper.

For those of you who are not musically endowed, we have a
place for you to share your voice too! it’s called the Music
Committee.  Singing is not a requirement for membership in
the committee! we are the ones who plan and execute all the
events that the congregation has come to love, like Movie
Night and Coffeehouse Cantors. we meet with and arrange
for the visiting artists like Rick Recht and itay Goren. we
even plan for fundraising programs that support charities like
Eisner Camp and the New israel Fund. Contact me any time
at niberger@aol.com and let’s chat!

Musically yours,
Nora Berger

Notes from Music

The Dartmouth Aires, 
an entertaining collegiate 
a cappella group, 
return to BHSS for a 
holiday concert.

Sunday December 13 
at 7pm



Sustaining Members Donations

A special thanks to those

families who continue to

support Beth Haverim Shir

Shalom by participating in

one of the following levels of

sustaining membership:

B'racha is a blessing

Simcha is a joy

Tzedek means righteousness

B’racha
Maxine & Howard Abner

Sarah & David Adelson

Elyse Victor Berman & Joe Berman

Shelley & Gary Bettman

Melissa & Andrew Chernick

Stacy & Michael Davis

Audrey & Stephen Flynn

Meryle & Len Kaplan

Candy & Michael Kassover

Deborah & Jeffrey Klein

Barbara Lacher & Anton Vlahovic

Mona & Jeffrey Lefkowitz

Sharon & Jay Levy

Claire & Paul Lipson

Kim & Bill Pressman

Leslie & Kevin Strauss

Ruth & Stuart Turner

Julie & George wolfe

Simcha
Terri & Jesse Coffel

Laurie & Marc Daniel

Sheila & Larry Groskin

Sue-Ellen & Ron Johnson   

Missy Kossar

Cindy Kresch

Melissa & Jay Peller 

Fran & Jeff Rowbottom

Lois Schwartz

Julie & Jon Selman

Beverly & Harlan York

Tzedek
Sandra & Bill Arlington

Alison & Norman Axelrod

Arlene & Richard Mandel

Barbara & Phil Moss

Barbara & Jeff Nimerofsky

Shari Slavin & Andrew Schechter

Gail & Richard Sobel

Lauren & Adam Steiger

Marci & Harvey weinberg

Julie & Doug wright
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Contribution Opportunities at Beth Haverim  Shir Shalom 
 

Name: Tel #:    
Address:     

 
 

 
 

 

 

Brick Fund (Minimum donation $ 5.00 for each) $    
In honor/memory of                        
In honor/memory of    

Life Fund (Minimum donation $18.00 for each) $   

In honor/memory of                        

In honor/memory of    

Tree of Life (Minimum donation $100.00 per leaf) $ ________ 

In honor of ____ 

Sustaining Membership (Minimum donation $250.00) .............................$   

Building Fund (voluntary) ...............................................................................$   

Robbie Kriser Fund ........................................................................................$   

Rabbi   Discretionary   Fund.............................................................................$   

Cantor  Discretionary  Fund ..........................................................................$   

Educator  Discretionary  Fund ......................................................................$   

Barbara  Weiss  Youth Scholarship  Fund..................................................$   

Michelle   Mitzvah   Group .................................................................................$   

(for above groups) 

In honor/memory of                        

In honor/memory of    
 

TOTAL     .............................................................................................$ ___ 
 

 

Other/Special - Please contact us to discuss further opportunities 

 Yahrzeit Tablet  ___   of Furniture, Fixtures and Equipment 
 
 

 

Payment Information: 

Check No: Credit Card: Visa MasterCard AmEx __ Discover ___ 

Credit Card Info: exp. date    
 
 
 

 

Please send this form along with check or payment info to: 
Beth Haverim Shir Shalom -- 280 Ramapo Valley Road · Mahwah, NJ 07430 
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GIFT CARDS



 
LAW OFFICE OF JEFFREY S. LIPKIN 

 General Litigation   Insurance Claims 
 Business Disputes  Partnership Disputes 
 Employment Disputes  Contract Drafting and Disputes 
 Landlord-Tenant Disputes  Commercial Litigation/Collection 
 Real Estate Disputes  Bad Neighbor Disputes 
 Municipal Court  Personal Injury 
 Medical Malpractice  Products Liability 

 20 years of “big firm” experience at affordable rates 

1000 C Lake St., Ramsey, NJ  (201) 962-3876 
www.jefflipkinlaw.com 

 

DANIEL FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC
DR. MARC DANIEL • DR. JOSH DANIEL

65 N. Franklin Turnpike
Ramsey, NJ 07446

Office:  (201) 934-1166
Fax:  (201) 934-8170





LANDIS
Painting

� Owner supervision on site everyday and available via cell phone 7 days a week
� Work uninterrupted until job is completed (we do not pull off your job to start another and then return)
� 2 year warranty on labor and materials � No subcontractors       � Daily clean up procedure
Let Landis Painting show you their commitment to top quality work, customer service
and professionalism

Call for your free estimate 201-337-5559
Visit us on the web at www.Landis-Painting.com

Angie’s List Super Service Award winner
6 years in a row!

“When People Prefer the Finest”

Contact Iris 
in the office to 
advertise your 

business in 
Temple Topics. 





BETH HAVERIM SHIR SHALOM
280 RAMAPO VALLEY ROAD
MAHWAH, NJ 07430

Rabbi Joel Mosbacher
Cantor David Perper 
Rebecca McVeigh, Educator 

?
Leave your unused coats in the box in the back lobby to support the Brotherhood Coat Drive, beginning November 1•
Bring your 3rd, 4th, or 5th grader to participate in a Youth Event - Sing with Cantor Perper (includes refreshments!) •
wednesday, November 4 from 7 to 8 p.m.
D.A.R.E. Toy Drive - Beginning in November; Last Drop-off Date is December 14•
Support Michelle Mitzvah’s Group's fundraiser to help children by purchasing beautiful Chanukah candles for your family •
(through December 6.)
Bring gently used/new children’s clothing, newborn to 5 as we participate in Mitzvah Day - Sunday, November 1, 1-4 p.m.•
Torah Study - Saturdays beginning at 8:15 AM - November 7, 14, 21, and 28, and December 5, 12, 19 and 26•
Observe Kristallnacht on Monday, November 9, 7 PM, with the BHSS and Ramapo College choirs & a special guest speaker•
Donate to NFTY-GER  by noshing at Youth Group’s Spaghetti Dinner - Friday, November 13, 6-7:15 PM•
wear your pajamas to Family Service and enjoy the Milk and Cookies Oneg - Friday, November 13 at 7:30 PM•
Support the Book Fair: Friday, November 13 - Browsing after Services; Sunday, November 15 - 8:30 AM - 1 PM; •
Monday, November 16 - 3:30 - 8:30 PM; Tuesday, November 17 - 3:30 - 6:30 PM
Youth Group Event for 6th, 7th and 8th graders - Tie-Dye! Sunday, November 22 •
Learn from our Palliative Care Panel on Sunday, November 22 at 1 PM•
Join us to welcome Julie Baretz on Monday, November 23 as she speaks about her new book •
“The Bible on Location: Off the Beaten Path in Ancient and Modern israel" at 7:30 PM
Bring the whole family to the community menorah lighting on Tuesday, December 8 beginning at 6 PM•
Light your family's Chanukah menorah at our Chanukah Shabbat Service on Friday, December 11 at 7:30 PM•
Play Mah Jongg! with Potluck Brunch on Sunday, December 20 beginning at 12:30 p.m.•
Join the Michelle Mitzvah Group, Cantor Perper, and members of our choirs to brighten the day of children at the •
Wanaque Children’s Hospital Center on Friday, December 25 - meet in the BHSS parking lot in the morning; time TBA

Sessions of School: 
Sundays, November 1, 15, and 22, 

December 6, 13, and 20
Mondays, November 2, 16, 23, and 30, 

December 7, 14, and 21
Tuesdays, November 17 and 24,  

December 1, 8, 15, and 22

Office Closed: 
Thursday, November 26 
Friday, November 27
Friday, December 25




